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Decision 
to select 
leader is 
imminent 

THE proposed new leader 
of Dudley Council will be 
announced at a meeting to¬ 
night (Thursday). 

The borough’s controlling 
Labour group is meeting 
to discuss a successor for 
Councillor David Sparks. 

Whoever takes on the job 
of Labour group leader will 
also be put forward as the 
next leader of the local au¬ 
thority. 

Councillor Sparks an¬ 
nounced his intention to 
step down from his role 
leading the party and the 
authority last week. 

Focus 

The controlling group 
plan to select a new leader 
after Councillor Sparks for¬ 
mally stands aside at the 
meeting. 

Nominations have already 
been coming in ahead of the 
meeting taking place on 
Thursday evening. 

Councillor Sparks was 
planning to relinquish his 
position as council leader at 
a meeting at Dudley Council 
House on Monday. 

The Labour party, which 
have a majority in the coun¬ 
cil chamber, will then nom¬ 
inate its leader to head up 
the authority. 

Councillor Sparks is giv¬ 
ing up the role to focus his 
time as chairman of national 
body the Local Government 
Association. 

Lenny lends 
voice to zoo 

DUDLEY’S Lenny Henry 
has recorded a ‘voice over’ 
for a film to be screened at 
a £250,000 new attraction 
at Dudley Zoo. 

A documentary is being 
created on the history of 
the zoo and its Tecton en¬ 
closures dating back to the 
1930s. 

It will be showcased when 
the zoo’s new Tecton In¬ 
terpretation Centre opens 
in the spring, featuring the 
dulcet Dudley tones of the 
popular actor and comedian 
who was made a Freeman of 
the borough last year. 


DINNER MONEY 
BID BY SCHOOLS 


TWO schools struggling to provide 
meals without disrupting lessons are 
bidding for £450,000 to bring kitchen 
and dining facilities up to scratch. 

Lutley Primary School in Halesowen and 
Netherton C of E Primary School are both 
looking to secure cash for the work. Education 
bosses said both schools are having to run ‘ex¬ 


cessively long’ lunch 
hours. 

A new dining hall will be 
created at Lutley Primary, 
which will free up the main 
hall, currently being used at 
lunch time, for PE lessons. 

Grant 

The school is applying for 
a grant of £230,000 from the 
Department for Education. 

Netherton CE Primary is 
applying for £220,000 to in¬ 
stall a new kitchen. Bosses 
say it will end the need for 
all meals to be brought into 
school through a teaching 
area. 

Dudley’s children’s ser¬ 
vices boss Councillor Tim 
Crumpton said: “We have 
two schools who are unable 
to deliver the free school 
meal initiative without sig¬ 
nificant disruption to the 
school day.” 

“The bid will be submit¬ 
ted to request total capital 
funding of £450,000. 

“£230,000 of the capital 
funding will be used to pro¬ 
vide a new dining hah at 
Lutley Primary School to 
enable delivery of hot meals 
and reduce disruption to the 
school curriculum. 

“The bid will also be sub¬ 
mitted to request £220,000 
capital funding to install a 
new kitchen at Netherton 
C of E Primary school to 
ensure that hot meals can 
be provided on site reduc¬ 
ing disruption to the school 
curriculum and resolving 


By Heather Large 


health and safety issues,” 
he added. 

Since September all in¬ 
fant children have been en¬ 
titled to free meals. 

Almost 60 jobs have been 
created across the borough 
as part of the scheme. 

Dudley Council received 
£855,000 from the Govern¬ 
ment to enable it to carry 
out work needed ahead of 
the scheme being launched 
in the borough. 

In total 59 catering staff 
were recruited to provide 
more than 13,200 meals per 
day. 

The council said an addi¬ 
tional 191 hours needed to 
be covered to provide free 
meals. 

The Government pro¬ 
vided £1 billion to meet the 
costs of providing the meals 
across the UK, which are 
available to all pupils with¬ 
out means-testing, over the 
next two years. 

A total of £150 million was 
made available to improve 
school kitchens and dining 
facilities with an additional 
£22.5 million specifically to 
help smaller schools. 

It is also hoped that the 
availability of healthy free 
meals will help reduce the 
obesity problem with about 
20 per cent of children cur¬ 
rently classed as obese by 
the time they leave primary 
school. 


Gate opened to town’s secret garden 



Project begins — Carole Freer opens the doors to the historic walled garden in Halesowen 


WELCOME to the secret 
garden with this sneak 
peek inside an 18th century 
walled garden in Halesowen 
that is to be restored to its 
historic glory. 

Community leaders have 
opened the gates to the 
walled garden at Leasowes 
Park as they prepare to 
start work on a £500,000 
restoration. 

Members of Halesowen 
Abbey Trust have purchased 
the Grade I listed walled 
garden at the park and plan 
to restore it and open it to 
the public. 

Vandals 

The group had anticipated 
they would be the first peo¬ 
ple to enter the brick walls 
in nearly two years but 
discovered they had been 
beaten to it by vandals. 

Mick Freer, who headed 
the purchase of the garden 
from Birmingham Metro¬ 
politan College, said: “In 
the first place we couldn’t 
even get into the garden 
as the vandals had tried to 
barricade us out. They has 
used anything they could 
lay their hands on to try and 
jam the door. 

“When we finally got in 
I was dismayed to see the 
extent of the vandalism. 
Panes had been knocked 
out the greenhouses, they 
had smashed the glass and 
there was evidence of fires.” 

Despite the setback, Mr 
Freer still sees huge poten¬ 
tial in the garden. He added: 
“This is a massively exciting 
project and probably the 
most exciting to hit Hale¬ 
sowen in 50 years.” 


Calls from 
family lead 
to review 
of killing 

A FRESH inquiry will be 
held in the wake of the kill¬ 
ing of Halesowen schoolgirl 
Christina Edkins. 

NHS England confirmed a 
far-reaching review will take 
place following calls from 
the family of the 16-year- 
old, who was stabbed to 
death by paranoid schizo¬ 
phrenic Phillip Simelane on 
a bus in Birmingham while 
on her way to school. 

An initial inquiry by Bir¬ 
mingham Cross City Clin¬ 
ical Commissioning Group 
said Christina’s death could 
have been prevented after it 
emerged Simelane had been 
released from prison with no 
supervision only months be¬ 
fore the attack. 

The family called for the 
full facts and those respon¬ 
sible for failings to be iden¬ 
tified. 

Halesowen and Rowley 
Regis MP James Morris said 
a national inquiry would 
add ‘more teeth’ to demands 
for improvement. 

NHS England say a fresh 
inquiry would be held after 
the Leasowes High School 
pupil’s family wrote to 
them. 

A spokesman said: “NHS 
England can confirm that a 
letter has been received and 
subsequently a decision has 
been made for a further re¬ 
view.” 

Simelane was detained 
indefinitely in a psychiatric 
hospital. 

1,000 sign 
NIP'S petition 

MORE than 1,000 people 
have put their name to a 
petition opposing plans to 
close Dudley Police Station 
to the public. 

Under the proposal by 
West Midlands Police, the 
front counters at the sta¬ 
tions in Halesowen and 
Stourbridge will also shut. 

Dudley North MP Ian 
Austin started a petition, 
both paper and online, urg¬ 
ing police bosses to rethink 
the proposal. 

■ Counter cuts — see 
page 12 


SHAW STONE surfaces ltd 


GRANITE WORKTOPS 

Unit 11, Mucklow Hill Trading Estate, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 8DF 

www.shawstonesurfaces.co.uk email: sales@shawstonesurfaces.co.uk Tel: 0121 503 0817 


• Granite, Quartz and Corian Kitchen 
Worktops 

• Template and Installation Service 

• Worktop Replacement Service 

• 15 Year stain proof granite warranty and 
10 year Silestone warranty 

• Bespoke vanities for bathrooms 

• Hearths and Fireplaces made to measure 
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'Outrage' over fewer court cases 


THE total number of cases heard 
by magistrates’ courts in the Black 
Country and Staffordshire has fall¬ 
en by more than 26 per cent in four 
years, figures reveal. 

Courts dealt with 70,537 cases in 
2013/14 compared with 95,439 in 
2010/11. 

National figures show that courts 
across England and Wales heard 2.8 
million cases last year, nearly a mil¬ 


lion less than in 2010. The figures 
were uncovered by Dudley North 
MP Ian Austin. 

He said he is concerned by the 
statistics. Last year the Labour MP 
led a successful campaign to save 
Dudley Magistrates’ Court from 
closure. 

“We already know that a million 
crimes are not being recorded, the 
number of police is down by 13,000 


and now these figures show that the 
number of cases taken to court is 
down by a quarter,” he said. 

“When I was fighting to save Dud¬ 
ley’s local court from closure, mag¬ 
istrates told me police are dealing 
with serious cases, including domes¬ 
tic violence and rape, out of court. I 
think people will be outraged. 

“Like me they want more police 
on the streets, more offenders going 


to court and more criminals being 
put in jail.” 

The figures show the number of 
cases heard at Dudley during four 
years dropped from 15,552 to 10,502 
— a reduction of around 32 per cent. 

In 2010/11 a total of 98 courts 
shut down across the country, in¬ 
cluding Halesowen and West Bro¬ 
mwich Magistrates courts and 
Stourbridge county court. 


Trust wants to care for 
more with dementia 


A RESIDENTIAL care home in Rowley Regis 
could for 19 more people than first envisaged 
and create up to 50 jobs, in revised plans. 

Sandwell Community Caring Trust already has 
permission to build a 62-bed home off Harvest Road 
in Rowley Regis. But due to lack of other providers 
in the area they are seeking to amend the proposals 


to accommodate 81 adults. 

Jewellers to 
mark 25 
years trading 

A JEWELLERY shop in 
Halesowen is preparing to 
mark its 25th anniversary 
with an event this weekend 

T H Baker jewellers, 
based in The Cornbow 
Shopping Centre, is mark¬ 
ing the milestone on Satur¬ 
day with its own birthday 
celebration. 

There will be cupcakes 
and gifts for customers on 
the day. 

There will also be special 
offers for customers who 
will receive a £5 gift card 
when they spend £50 or 
more. 

Success 

Co-director Phillip Higgs 
said: “Our 25th Birthday 
celebration is a tribute to 
what we have achieved, and 
a celebration of our success 
in the last 25 years. 

“We would like to thank 
the loyal support we receive 
from our customers in the 
town. 

“We are certainly looking 
forward to what the next 25 
years bring for us, and hope 
we continue to be the go to 
jewellery retailer in Hale¬ 
sowen.” 

T H Baker is a fami¬ 
ly-owned jewellery retailer 
business that was estab¬ 
lished on Brierley Hill High 
Street in 1888. 


Bosses at the charity say 
the scheme will give priority 
to older people with demen¬ 
tia living in the area. 

The home will have a total 
of around 80 staff with 30 
moving from the charity’s 
care home in Grafton road, 
Oldbury, which is being re¬ 
placed. 

The site, at the junction 
of Dudhill Road, was previ¬ 
ously occupied by Knowle 
House old people’s home, 
which has been demolished. 

The proposals for the 
two-storey building include 
a secure central courtyard, 
gated entrances and parking 
for staff and visitors. 

Sandwell Councillor 
Susan Eaves welcomed the 
application, saying: “To my 
knowledge we haven’t got 
any other provision in the 
area, so it is really needed. 

“When Knowle House, 
which used to be on the site, 
closed down all the residents 
had to go elsewhere. 

“This should really help 
the area.” 

Sandwell Community 
Caring Trust was formed 
in 2007 to provide services 
across the Black Country 
and supports more than 600 
clients. This includes adults 
living with physical and 
learning disabilities, resi¬ 
dential care and day care 
for older people and respite 
care for physically disabled 
adults. 

Geoff Walker, Chief Ex¬ 
ecutive of Sandwell Com¬ 
munity Caring trust, said: 
“This project will bring 
huge benefits to the local 
community down in the 
south of Sandwell.” 


School’s tribute with poppies 



Year 11 pupils Courtney Ward and Leo Horton-Taylor with poppies at Leasowes High School 


PUPILS at a Halesowen school were in¬ 
spired by the Tower of London poppy art 
installation to commemorate the centenary 
of the start of the First World War. 

Staff and pupils of Leasowes High School 
created their own memorial display in the 
school reception. 

Each pupil and member of staff was pro¬ 
vided with their own poppy and asked to 
write a message, prayer, poem or thought 
onto it, to pay their respects to those who 
gave their lives for their country. 


Pupils then took their poppies into their 
year group assembly, where they had a few 
minutes of quiet reflection before the pop¬ 
pies were added to the growing display. The 
display built up to approximately 1,000 pop¬ 
pies over four days. 

Deputy Head Girl Emily Withers said 
“The poppies really look wonderful and 
represent the feelings of thanks that young 
people at this school wish to convey to the 
soldiers who fought for our country so 
bravely.” 


Legal bid 
to tackle 
boy racers 
in court 

A BID to secure a High 
Court injunction to tackle 
boy racers across the Black 
Country is due back before 
the courts next month. 

West Midlands Police and 
Dudley, Wolverhampton, 
Walsall and Sandwell coun¬ 
cils are seeking the High 
Court injunction. 

The Black Country Route 
in Bilston and Moxley, Bir¬ 
mingham New Road on the 
border of Wolverhampton 
and Dudley, and Maybrook 
Industrial Estate in Brown- 
hills have all been hotspots 
for the car cruisers. 

Prison 

The order would involve 
anyone suspected of breach¬ 
ing the ban being held in 
contempt of court, which 
can result in a sentence of 
up to two years in prison. 

Police would also have 
their powers to convict mo¬ 
torists of offences such as 
driving without insurance, 
driving an unroadworthy 
vehicle or driving without 
due care and attention. 

Police said the High Court 
injunction application will 
be heard again in court in 
December. 

The process had started in 
the courts in September. 

Officers said they would 
continue with patrols in 
those areas. 

Unique card 
opportunity 

FAMILIES have an oppor¬ 
tunity to make their own 
unique Christmas card at a 
Christmas fair to be held at 
Overend Methodist Mission 
in Banner’s Lane, Cradley 
on Saturday. 

A photographer will be 
on hand with traditional 
nativity costumes and back¬ 
grounds to make quality 
individual cards at a cost of 
£3. 

The fair will run from 
11am until 2pm and entry 
is free. 

Seasonal lunches, includ¬ 
ing hot turkey baps, will be 
available, and there will be 
stalls. 


Speeders clocked 

MORE than one in five driv¬ 
ers were caught speeding 
during a police operation in 
Halesowen. 

Officers carried out the 
speed check for more than 
an hour in Hawne Lane in 
Belle Vale. Out of 58 ve¬ 
hicles 13 were found to be 
breaking the 30mph limit. 




FURNITURE/ 
RUGS/VINYLS 
& LAMINATES 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 



WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 

Plus free fitting on selected ranges. 



DISABLED? OAP? CAN'T GET OUT? 

or anyone who just needs extra help! 

Can't come to us, we’ll come to YOU 

We will bring 100s of carpet samples 
and bed brochures to your door 



Wiltons 

from only 

£8.99 


, Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 
Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 

FREEPHONE 

OSOO 0853747 


'sq yd 


many instore Items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


reat prices - www.ablecarpets.co.uk 


• HALESOWEN • HASBURY 

• CRADLEY • HAYLEY GREEN 

• OLDHILL • ROWLEY REGIS 

• BLACKHEATH • OLDBURY 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 880541 



Terms & conditions a 


Homeclad 



m 

T 17 



■ 

IfflLvs 


Tnk £ 




• FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE i 

6 MONUMENT AVENUE STOURBRIDGE DY9 8XS 


Broken Dentures? 


***** 

1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pot -IQfll 1 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 












































































Probe into 
death of 
man, 28 , 
on a bus 

THE Independent Police 
Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) is to investigate the 
actions of officers after a 
Dudley man died on a bus in 
Wolverhampton 

The IPCC is looking into 
the actions of police and a ci¬ 
vilian staff member regard¬ 
ing the death of 28-year-old 
Tony Jones on a bus outside 
the city’s main police station 
in the early evening of Fri¬ 
day, October 17. 

The driver of the number 
one Dudley-to-Tettenhall 
service diverted the vehicle 
to the Bilston Street station 
due to concerns about Mr 
Jones, who is said to have 
collapsed on board. 

IPCC spokesman Neil 
Coyte said at this stage in¬ 
vestigators had established 
that the driver parked the 
bus outside and went in to 
request assistance to deal 
with the situation. 

Mr Coyte said the driver 
returned to the counter at 
6.36pm and ten minutes 
later he was joined by a pas¬ 
senger, and the bus driver 
called an ambulance. 

Eyewitnesses say a fe¬ 
male passenger came in 
shouting: “Help, help, he’s 
not breathing.” 

Paramedics tried to resus¬ 
citate Mr Jones but he was 
declared dead at the scene. 

nhs staff in 
pay walk-out 

HUNDREDS of NHS staff 
across the West Midlands 
took to the picket lines in a 
row over pay. 

Nurses, paramedics, por¬ 
ters, admin assistants and 
support staff were among 
those that walked out for 
four hours on Monday in 
protest at a decision by the 
Government not to give 
them a recommended one 
per cent pay rise. 

The Dudley Group NHS 
Foundation Trust said 
68 members walked out. 
Sandwell & West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust 
said some surgical theatre 
sessions were delayed. 

Flats refused 

PLANS to build three flats 
have been blocked. The ap¬ 
plication was for a two-sto- 
rey building at the rear of 
the former Victoria pub in 
Malt Mill Lane, Shell Cor¬ 
ner. But Dudley Council 
decided it would not fit the 
character of the area and an 
access was too narrow. 


Fresh negotiations possible over mosque site 


A NEW search for a mosque site in Dud¬ 
ley looks set to begin after council bosses 
agreed to open talks with Muslim leaders. 

Dudley Muslim Association is locked in a 
long battle with Dudley Council over a pro¬ 
posal for a mosque on land off Hall Street. 

Earlier this month, the association won 
planning permission for the mosque. 

But it faces at least two court hearings 
and legal wrangles lasting at least two years 
before it can be built. 

In an attempt to avoid the escalating 


court costs and resolve community dishar¬ 
mony, Muslim leaders say they will consider 
alternative sites. 

Unchanged 

In response, council leader David Sparks 
has said he would welcome reopening ne¬ 
gotiations, whilst confirming that the 
council’s current legal position remained 
unchanged. 

Five years ago, alternative options includ¬ 
ing Dudley Hippodrome and incorporating 


Castle Casino as part of an expansion plan 
for the existing mosque on Castle Hill both 
fell through. 

Councillor Sparks said: “It is for the Dud¬ 
ley Muslim Association to come forward 
with alternative sites and then we can dis¬ 
cuss them.” 

However, association director Dr Khurs- 
hid Ahmed said it was up to the council to 
come up with alternative locations, not the 
Dudley Muslim Association. 

Mr Ahmed said: “I am very pleased to 


hear he is willing to talk to us because it 
is only by talking and constructive dialogue 
that we will put an end to the issue.” 

He added: “It is not for Dudley Muslim 
Association to come up with sites, the local 
authority is in a much better position. 

“We have always been happy to talk to 
the council. We will accept a solution that 
meets our needs. 

“But we have been given no viable alter¬ 
native, so our only option has been to keep 
with the Hall Street scheme.” 


Concern at council youth 
club cuts to save money 


YOUTH worker jobs will be axed and some 
services taken over by voluntary groups as 
part of a shake-up of youth centres. 

Dudley Council wants to cut £200,000 from the 
youth service budget as part of wider plans for £27 
million of savings. 

The council currently employs 100 youth workers and 
runs seven centres, attended by thousands of youngsters 


across the borough. Al¬ 
though they have pledged 
not to close any centres at 
this stage, bosses want to re¬ 
duce the amount of activity 
sessions and transfer them 
to voluntary and community 
groups. 

Union leaders fear the 
workforce could be reduced 
by 50 per cent under the 
plans. A consultation is now 
taking place with staff. 

Councillor Tim Crump¬ 
ton, cabinet member for 
children’s services, said: 
“Due to the continued cuts 
in funding from national 
government Dudley Council 
is in a position of having to 
make some very difficult de¬ 
cisions. 

“Services to our young 
people remain a priority 
but we have reached a stage 
with the lack of funding 
where we are having to be 
innovative and look at dif¬ 
ferent ways to deliver ser¬ 
vices. 

“Young people will still 
be able to access good qual¬ 
ity services as the proposed 
model is based on harness¬ 
ing the potential of the 
voluntary and community 
sector by working closer 


By Heather Large 

with them to deliver more 
services.” 

He added: “The youth 
service currently employs 
around 100 members of staff 
and the proposals would cre¬ 
ate savings of £200,000. 

“I can assure young peo¬ 
ple and parents that provid¬ 
ing good quality youth work 
remains at the heart of our 
plans, regardless of who is 
delivering the service.” 

Bob Sandall, who runs 
High Acres Woodcraft Folk, 
and has been involved in 
voluntary youth services in 
the borough for 47 years, 
said he was concerned by 
the proposals. 

He said: “Youth centres 
are providing a place to 
meet and a safe haven. How¬ 
ever good voluntary youth 
organisations are they can¬ 
not cater to the needs of all 
young people , the full-time 
youth service provides many 
alternatives.” 

The centres are at Hale¬ 
sowen, Lye, Wordsley, Gor- 
nal, Dudley, Russells Hall 
and Coseley. 


Below average complaints 

JUST over 400 complaints were lodged with Dudley Coun¬ 
cil over a six month spell. But the number of issues that 
people had with the local authority was less than the aver¬ 
age amount received by other councils. 

The authority received 405 complaints from April to Oc¬ 
tober, the equivalent of 5.76 complaints per 10,000 people. 

The average for comparable authorities is 9.87 com¬ 
plaints for every 10,000 people. 



Wagner meets fans during the festive lights switch-on, pic by Terrence R Alliband 


An X-tra 
special 
guest at 
switch-on 

THE X Factor star Wagner 
returned to his musical 
roots with a performance 
for hundreds of people at 
the turn-on of the Christ¬ 
mas lights in Dudley and 
Blackheath. 

The Dudley-based Brazil¬ 
ian who became a tattooist 
in the town after his stint on 
the TV show sang his new 
Christmas single Switched 
On Like A Christmas Tree 
at the events on Saturday 

Fantastic 

He appeared in Dud¬ 
ley town centre for the 
light turn-on at 5pm, then 
at Blackheath for the 
switch-on at 6pm. 

He was joined in Dudley 
by dance act Granny Tu- 
rismo, who entertained the 
crowds with their routines 
featuring shopping trollies. 

Mayor of Dudley Coun¬ 
cillor Margaret Aston, said: 
“The turn-out was fantastic. 

“The performers gave 
it their all and I’d like to 
thank them for the contri¬ 
bution they made to the day. 

“It was a real privilege to 
turn on the lights for the 
people of Dudley and I wish 
everyone a happy start to 
the festive season.” 

In Blackheath, Wagner 
joined Sandwell Mayor, 
Councillor Derek Rowley, to 
turn on the lights. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


New menswear 
store at Merry Hill 

A FASHION retailer will 
open a new store for men 
at Merry Hill shopping 
centre, creating 12 jobs. 

London-based mens¬ 
wear store Open will wel¬ 
come shoppers to its latest 
branch from Saturday. 

Bosses say the store will 
celebrate the opening with 
a special event including 
free coffee and doughnuts 
for shoppers. 

Open managing director 
Stephen Galea said: “We 
aim to deliver a simple 
no-nonsense approach to 
menswear.” 

Based in Barking, Open 
was founded in 2013. 

Traditional festive 
skills at museum 

BLACK Country Living 
Museum will be hosting a 
series of workshops show¬ 
ing how Christmas decora¬ 
tions and delicacies were 
made at the turn of the 
century. 

Demonstrations will 
take place on how to make 
traditional decorations and 
items such as pomanders 
that give a festive scent. 

Workshops take place at 
the venue on Tipton Road 
this weekend, then on De¬ 
cember 6 and 7, 13 and 14, 
20 and 21 and 27 and 28. 
No pre-booking is required. 

Old Hill to get lit 
up for the season 

A CHRISTMAS lights 
turn-on will take place in 
Old Hill, near Halesowen, 
on Saturday 

The event will be at the 
Holy Trinity Church, and 
will start from 3.30pm. 

There will be children’s 
fair rides, face painting 
and a variety of gift stalls 
as part of the event. 

Cradley Heath Salva¬ 
tion Army Band will also 
perform. The lights will be 
turned on at 5pm. 

Foundry has won 
an industry award 

A BLACK Country found¬ 
ry was among the winners 
in the Cast Metals Federa¬ 
tion’s annual awards. 

Thomas Dudley received 
the company achievement 
award. Joint managing di¬ 
rector Martin Dudley was 
presented with the acco¬ 
lade. The foundry in Bir¬ 
mingham New Road has 
invested £50,000 to create 
a new visitor centre. 

Vehicle crackdown 

MORE than 130 foreign 
vehicles have been seized 
in the Midlands during 
first weeks of a pilot project 
clamping down on overseas 
drivers flouting UK road 
rules. The pilot scheme 
runs until February. 
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GasOn Spares Ltd 


10% Off Showroom 
Range Masters 




The Halesowen 
Cooker & Fire Centre 

Tel:0121 585 7799 
www.gasonspares.co.uk* 



We have good stocks of Range & 50cm/60cm Gas 
& Electric cookers, As well as Gas/Electric Fires. 
We Also supply all Genuine Manufacture spares - 
Most being stocked 

248 Hagley Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4QQ 



Freshly cooked to order. 

Pizzas | Pasta | Burgers 


Pizza Deal 

Any 3 Medium 10.5” £13.95 
Any 3 Large 12” £17.49 
Any 3 X-Large 15” £21.49 


Any Pizza 
Any Size 
Any Time 

Only 

£9.95 


Pizza Deal 

Any 2 Medium £9.95 
Any 2 Large £12.49 
Any 2 Super £14.95 


Buy One Pizza 
Get One 


FREE 


205 Halesowen Road, Cradley Heath , Old Hill, B64 6HE 

Tel: 01384 636786 bee 

www.pizzagogo-cradleyheath.co.uk All Maj 


All Major Credit/Debit Cards Accepted, Charges 50p 
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THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


I LOVE this email: “Receive an envelope from the NHS 
today containing two letters. One confirmed a hospital 
appointment. The other cancelled it. This is factual. I’m 
not clever enough to make this stuff up.” 


I HAVE an explanation for the curious case of the 
reader whose smartphone suddenly produced a text 
message from an optician shortly after she walked past 
the premises. It is something called proximity marketing. 
But all the descriptions I have seen stress that users have 
to opt-in to the system in order to receive messages. You 
don’t recall opting-in? I would hazard a guess that it was 
somewhere in the terms and conditions, that vast mass 
of legal bumf that nobody ever bothers to read. In fact, 
let’s have a National T&C Day when everybody refuses to 
sign up to anything on the internet without first thoroughly 
reading every single paragraph of the terms and condi¬ 
tions. The system would crash. 


THE tear-jerking Sainsbury’s yuletide advert, set in the 
Christmas Truce of 1914, has obviously been working its 
sentimental magic. A contributor to one of the national 
newspapers implores us: “Should we not have compas¬ 
sion for the thousands of German soldiers, also sons, 
fathers and brothers?” I can see why someone might 
want to extend remembrance to the amiable, photogenic 
young German soldiers in the Sainsbury’s ad. But what 
about their comrades who ransacked the Belgian city 
of Louvain, torched its priceless medieval library and 
executed hundreds of civilians, including women and 
children? Do they, too, deserve a place in our hearts and 
a chunk of our Sainsbury chocolate? And what about 
Hitler’s death squads, or today’s enemy, the Taliban and 
their fellow beheaders, the Islamic State? Are they all to 
be remembered with compassion, too? If not, why not? 
The moment we start extending compassion to all our 
enemies is the moment we put our soldiers on the same 
moral level as Jihadi John. Not in my name, thanks. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Campaigners updated 
on plans for shops 


CAMPAIGNERS were this week being up¬ 
dated on plans for the redevelopment of ar¬ 
son-hit shops in Colley Gate. 

Dudley Council has been considering four bids to 
transform the rundown shopping parade after com¬ 
plaints that the row of seven empty shops are a mag¬ 
net for vandals. 

Members of the Cradley Action Group were yesterday 


(Wednesday) hearing the 
latest on the proposals, 
which are believed to in¬ 
clude plans for a supermar¬ 
ket. 

Cradley Action Group 
co-founder Richard Legiew- 
izc said: “We’ve been cam¬ 
paigning for this for a long 
time. The row of shops are 
an eyesore so it will be good 
to see something positive 
done at last. 

“We will be pleased to see 
as many people as possible 
who want to hear the latest 
on these plans.” 

In June, council workers 
were forced to board up the 
shops after they were tar¬ 
geted by arsonists twice in 
two days. 

In the first incident a 
dozen firefighters had to 
tackle a blaze at a lock-up 
behind the shops and in the 
second a man had to flee his 
home after a fire at the for¬ 
mer Lucky Star takeaway. 

Councillor Richard Body, 
member for Cradley and 
Wollescote, was among 
those who called for urgent 
action. 


By Heather Large 

The public meeting was 
being held last night at The 
Laurels in Windmill Hill. 

Dudley Council officers 
have previously said they 
would seek to use compul¬ 
sory purchase orders if deals 
were not secured for the fu¬ 
ture of the site. 

But it has to first give the 
owners a chance to carry out 
the work themselves. 

The council owns two 
plots of land at either end 
of the site, by the road junc¬ 
tions, whilst the rest is in 
private ownership. 

Earlier this year, bosses 
invited firms to respond to 
development opportunity 
adverts for the site and pro¬ 
posals are being scrutinised 
before the preferred bidder 
is announced. 

They will then seek deals 
to buy the shops before sub¬ 
mitting redevelopment pro¬ 
posals to Dudley Council’s 
planning department. 


Two Days Late deliver debut 



Black Country rock trio Two Days Late release new music 


THEY’VE performed at 
venues across the region 
and now a Black Country 
band is hoping to attract a 
wider audience with the re¬ 
lease of their first Ell enti¬ 
tled Sally. 

Four piece indie band 
Two Days Late spent up 
to six months on the new 
tracks and are celebrating 
the release while also hop¬ 
ing to win a record contract 
as part of a national talent 
competition. 

The EP has gone live on 
major music platforms in¬ 
cluding iTunes, Spotify and 
SoundCloud. 

It consists of three orig¬ 
inal tracks — Sally (I Like 
The Way You Move), Jeal¬ 
ousy and High — which 
were penned by the band. 

The tracks were recorded 
in indie band The Twang’s 
studios in Birmingham’s 
Jewellery Quarter, by band 
members Dan Penn, aged 
23, from Cradley Heath, 
Josh Owen, 24, from Hale¬ 
sowen, Steve Parsons, 24, 
of Stourbridge and Drew 
Saunders, 23, from Quinton. 

The EP can now be 
bought on iTunes for £1.29 
and heard via several other 
music platforms. 


Facebook 
row led 
to knife 
incident 

A MAN who went to a 
house armed with a knife 
after his girlfriend received 
nasty comments on Face- 
book had ‘behaved like a 
child in a playground’, a 
judge has said. 

Mark Finch, aged 37, of 
Macmillan Road, Rowley 
Regis, appeared at Shrews¬ 
bury Crown Court where 
he was given a six-month 
prison sentence, suspended 
for two years. 

He had admitted at an 
earlier hearing charges of 
harassment and affray and 
was found guilty of being in 
possession of a bladed arti¬ 
cle, incidents that stemmed 
from Facebook remarks. 

Threats 

Mr Kevin Jones said 
Finch made telephone calls 
in which threats of violence 
were made and then went to 
a house in Anderson Road, 
Smethwick, on July 6 last 
year, at which Damien Cray 
was believed to be staying. 
Finch brandished a knife in 
front of two women. 

Judge Mark Eades said he 
conceded that no violence 
was involved. “The whole 
affair was puerile,” he said. 
“It was an obsession about 
who said what to who. 

“It is the sort of thing that 
happens with children in a 
playground, not people like 
you who are 37, becoming 
upset about what someone 
said to you or your girlfriend 
on Facebook.” 




INSPIRATIONAL 

FIRES k FIREPLACES 

[TfifiHTI IMWnril 

Official stockists of 


Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 


Opening Times: Monday-Saturday10.00am-6.00pm 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 


iMAKEiTHISi 
fCHRISTMAS 


_____ GET ALL YOUR CHRISTMAS 

’ SHOPPING, FROM TREES, BAUBLES, WRAPPING 
PAPER, DECORATIONS TO CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR 
ALL THE FAMILY... INCLUDING PETS! 

WE’RE SURE YOU WILL FIND SOMETHING FOR 
, EVERYONE IN OUR HUGE 49,000 SQ FT WAREHOUSE! 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR VISIT 


OPENING HOURS: M0N-FR110 AM-4 PM SAT 8 AM-3 PM 

SEAFLO, WATERFALL LANE, CRADLEY HEATH, 
WEST MIDLANDS B64 6PU 
0121 559 8580 - seaflouk@live.co.uk 


Hark (Emmtry 
(glazing " 


Est 1987 


Manufacturers & Installers of 
windows, doors & conservatories 
A rated Windows As Standard 

10 Year Guarantee 

f REE QUOTATIONS 


Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com 

Energy efficient windows that won't cost the earth 

woeicM certass Ifensa 

% —fc- UJL. J LL ' -JL W 


Concept 


BLINDS 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 





































MPs back 
new deal 
for pubs' 
tenants 

PUB companies have 
warned that pub closures 
and job losses could result 
from changes to ‘beer tie’ 
deals for landlords — de¬ 
spite Dudley MPs backing 
a move to free pub tenants. 

Chris Kelly, Conservative 
MP for Dudley South, was 
among 40 Tory and Lib¬ 
eral Democrat rebels who 
backed an amendment to 
the Small Business, Enter¬ 
prise and Employment Bill 
- PM David Cameron’s first 
defeat on a Government law 
since the Coalition formed. 

It will mean pub tenants 
tied to companies being able 
to demand a ‘market rent 
only’ agreement. Currently, 
tied pubs exclusively buy 
alcohol products from the 
parent company in return 
for reduced rent and other 
benefits. There have been 
concerns about abuse of the 
practice by big pub firms. 

But Britain’s biggest pub 
landlord Solihull-based En¬ 
terprise Inns warned the 
vote could lead to more 
pub closures and job losses. 
The British Beer and Pub 
Association said the vote 
was ‘hugely damaging’ and 
Punch Taverns said: “We 
believe that the amendment 
would be likely to have the 
effect of reducing pub in¬ 
vestment.” 

Dudley North MP Ian 
Austin said: “I’ve supported 
the Campaign for Real Ale’s 
campaign for a ‘Pubs Char¬ 
ter’ from the start so land¬ 
lords get a fair deal.” 


Plan for Muslim prayer hall 
at a former Sunday School 


REVISED proposals have been revealed 
to transform a Victorian former Methodist 
chapel into a Muslim prayer hall and commu¬ 
nity centre. 

Previous plans were thrown out over parking con¬ 
cerns. The former Sunday school and church build¬ 
ing, based in Old Hill, off Halesowen Road, would be 


revamped under plans. 

Members of the Old Hill 
Masjid and Community 
Centre Association have 
re-submitted a planning 
application to convert the 
property into a prayer hall 
and community centre. 

It comes after planners 
on Sandwell Council refused 
permission for the scheme 
claiming there was a ‘short¬ 
fall’ in the number of car 
parking spaces available. 

Prayers 

Officials behind the ap¬ 
plication said council repre¬ 
sentatives only had concerns 
for a ‘very brief period’ of 
the week around busy Fri¬ 
day prayers. They claimed 
this amounted to a shortfall 
of around 21 spaces. 

Officials representing 
the association said they 
had been in talks with the 
council. 

“Car parking provision 
has been made for 22 park¬ 
ing spaces — and two dis¬ 
abled — throughout the 
course of the week, when 
general attendance is low, 


By Andrew Turton 


with an additional eight 
temporary parking spaces 
for the period of time during 
Friday prayer,” they said in 
a report. 

“The clients have an ar¬ 
rangement with Platinum 
Plaza so that 18 car spaces 
are available on their car 
park during the afternoon 
Friday prayer.” 

“A visit to the town, 
found around 100 ‘on street’ 
spaces and a further 135 
spaces available on nearby 
car parks within a town 
centre that is capable of 
supporting many facilities 
simultaneously. 

Bosses said the building, 
next to the Kingdom Hall of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, would 
need a ‘comprehensive re¬ 
furbishment’. The building 
had been used at a martial 
arts centre but now stands 
empty. 

A decision will be taken 
over the scheme in the com¬ 
ing weeks. 


Severn Trent urged to fence off culvert 



Councillor Hilary Bills next to the culvert in Hurst Green Park, with temporary fencing 


ACTION has been taken to 
secure an open culvert in a 
Halesowen park, after fears 
people could fall into the 
water. 

Severn Trent Water is 
carrying out work to pro¬ 
tect nearby homes from 
flooding. 

But the ditch was left 
unprotected, sparking con¬ 
cerns. 

Dudley Council envi¬ 
ronment boss, Halesowen 
North Councillor Hilary 
Bills, said “We are speak¬ 
ing to Severn Trent about 
their ongoing work on the 
culvert and ensuring, once 
this work is complete, they 
will landscape it. 

“We are aware of the is¬ 
sues with excess rain water 
running onto the site and 
are pressing the Highways 
Agency for a date when this 
will be sorted.” 

Severn Trent Water’s 
Sarah-Jayne O’Kane said: 
“I can only apologise to the 
local community for the 
mess that has been left. 
Someone has now been out 
to site to secure the tempo¬ 
rary fence.” 

She added that a pur¬ 
pose-made fence would be 
installed soon. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Fatal car crash 
suspect in hospital 

A MAN arrested after a car 
crash which claimed the 
life of a driver remains in 
hospital undergoing treat¬ 
ment. 

The accident happened 
on the A4123 Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Road between Bleak- 
house Road and Clent 
Road in Warley on Sunday 
morning. 

A red Ford Ka collided 
with a blue VW Passat. The 
25-year-old Ka driver, who 
has not yet been named, 
died at the scene. 

Police said a 26-year-old 
was arrested on suspicion 
of death by dangerous driv¬ 
ing after being detained 
at the scene by members 
of the public. He and a 
24-year-old woman, who 
was a passenger in the Pas¬ 
sat, were taken to hospital 
for treatment. Both are 
from Birmingham. 

Baubles on store’s 
tree to help charity 

A STORE at Meriy Hill 
shopping centre is raising 
money for vulnerable chil¬ 
dren by allowing shoppers 
to decorate its Christmas 
tree with baubles. 

Customers at Homes- 
ense are able to buy a bau¬ 
ble for £1 on which to write 
their own festive message 
and hang on the store’s 
tree. 

All proceeds will go to 
Action for Children’s cen¬ 
tres in Smethwick and 
West Bromwich. 

The campaign has been 
running for four years. 
Last year Homesense 
raised more than £75,000 
for the Black Country char¬ 
ity’s children’s centres. 




FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 


OPEN WEEKDAYS 9 AM TO 5.30 PM , SATURDAY 9 AM TO 4 PM , SUNDAY CLOSED 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


aEvUitii ■ 

GUARANTEE 

Rydale take security 
very seriously 
Guaranteed high 
security on all products 

Full details on request 


WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES, 
PORCHES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT BOARDS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED TO ALL AREAS 
ACROSS THE MIDLANDS 

Ybu can be sure you have 
made the right decision!* * 


WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, PORCH, 
FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 

How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 

It’s simple customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale 
personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so 
many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to 
the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry.No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 29 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on 
display at our purpose built showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00am to 5.30pm 
and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm. At Rydale we feel that it is very important to see products on display 
before you make your final decision to purchase. 

We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here 
for you the customer. At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when the 
installation has been completed. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 29 years. If we give 
you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. 

Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products 
including free delivery. 


Repair Service available 


Autumn Sale 

NOWON 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and 
window showrooms 
in the UK 


Finance 
Available 

At Rydale we care about the 
customer, spend your money wisely 

Massive 
Discounts 

on all orders placed now for 
January installation 
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IN MY 
VIEW 


I with Mark Andrews 


IN THE nauseating new trailer 
for ITV’s daytime schedule, Phil¬ 
ip Schofield asks viewers what 
their phobias are. 

I’m no expert on the subject. 
But I would imagine Gok Wan 
and Janet Street-Porter being 
dragged out of bed by Lorraine 
Kelly and told you need a make¬ 
over must all feature pretty high¬ 
ly- 

□□□□ 

Twenty-seven police stations 
across the West Midlands are 
set to close their front counters 
over the next year in an effort to 
save £3m. 

Under the plans, only just 10 
will remain open, with only one 
of those remaining open round 
the clock. 

For the first time in living mem¬ 
ory, towns like Walsall and Dud¬ 
ley will have no police station 
where members of the public 
can walk in for help. 

If you need to call into a po¬ 
lice station in Wolverhampton 
or West Bromwich after 10pm, 
forget it. 

Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner David Jamieson, says the 
front desks are a throwback from 
a bygone age, and that the world 
has moved on. 

“Ninety-five per cent of people 
have mobile phones now, and 
can contact the police from an¬ 
ywhere,” he says. 

“Research shows that very 
few people are visiting front 
desks and prefer to phone the 
police or use the internet rather 
than go to a police station.” 

It really is hard to know where 
to start with all that. 

I’m sure he’s right most people 
would prefer to avoid calling into 
a police station unless they really 
have to. 

Indeed I’m fairly sure, that in 
an ideal world, most of us would 
prefer never to need to have any 
dealings with the police at all. 
But it is nice to know they are 
there in case we need them. 

If 95 per cent of the population 
has a mobile phone, that means 
five per cent don’t have one. 

What about them? 

And, of course, contacting the 
police by phone these days in¬ 
variably means being redirected 
to a call centre miles away. 

And while 95 per cent may 
well have mobile phones, what 
happens when you have just 
been robbed of your phone in 
the city centre? 

□□□□ 

And one other thing. Suppose 
you get pulled over by the police 
in your car, and they ask you to 
produce your documents the fol¬ 
lowing day. 

Will they be happy for you now 
to send them by text or email? 
Or will you now be expected to 
drive miles to find a police sta¬ 
tion which is still open? 

Just a thought. 




Martin Clunes during a break in filming at Dudley Drama co-stars Charles Edwards and Martin Clunes Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, creator of Sherlock Holmes 

Return to scene of 


mm 


WEEK IN 

POLITICS ' L 


AMID the anger over the planned 
closure of police station front 
desks, I have to feel a little bit 
sorry for David Jamieson. 

The West Midlands Police and 
Crime Commissioner was elect¬ 
ed into the role at enormous cost 
and on a measly low turnout. 

At £3.7 million and serving an 
electorate of about two million, it 
was one of the biggest and most 
expensive by-elections ever. 
While Labour’s Mr Jamieson 
won a decisive victory with more 
than 50 per cent of the votes 
cast, it was not the greatest mo¬ 
ment for democracy. Barely one 
in 10 people bothered to vote for 
who they wanted to fill a role few 
even understood. Almost two 
years on from when the role was 
created, not that many wanted 
to accept the offer of greater po¬ 
litical and democratic accounta¬ 
bility within the force. 

This week a lot of people read 
the name David Jamieson. MPs 
from his own party are demand¬ 
ing he change a plan to shut the 
front desks of 27 police stations 
and reduce the opening hours of 
others. 

The argument in favour is that 
few people go to the police sta¬ 
tion in person now, preferring in¬ 
stead to communicate by phone 
or internet. But, inevitably, the 
talk turns to the £3 million sav¬ 
ing, coming as it does at a time 
of deep cuts in police funding. 

If there was no police and 
crime commissioner in the first 
place, there would have been no 
election and therefore no cost to 
the taxpayer. In short, that’s an¬ 
other year’s worth of front desks 
staying open. 

Before anyone gets all pedan¬ 
tic and points out that the elec¬ 
tion costs are met by the Home 
Office and the front desks by 
the police, just remember it’s all 
public money. The source of it, 
whether central or local govern¬ 
ment, is you. 

Where I feel especially sorry 
for David Jamieson is how iso¬ 
lated he now appears within his 
own party. His colleagues in Par¬ 
liament are keeping things pro¬ 
fessional but they are all agreed 
this is a bad idea. 

They put on a united front by 
blaming the Government for the 
cuts but the decision on how to 
deal with them rests with the 
Commissioner. If he does give in 
to demands of Westminster poli¬ 
ticians it would call into question 
the whole point of the role. 

When Dudley Labour MP Ian 
Austin brought up the plan with 
William Hague in the Commons 
he was just told how satisfied 
people have been with the po¬ 
lice, effectively pushing respon¬ 
sibility back to Mr Jamieson in 
his office in Birmingham. 

The review of front desks was 
started by Mr Jamieson’s prede¬ 
cessor Bob Jones, whose sud¬ 
den death triggered the by-elec¬ 
tion. 

There will now be quite a lot of 
people looking at these propos¬ 
als and saying how they certain¬ 
ly didn’t vote for this. Of course, 
that includes the vast majority 
who didn’t vote at all. 


crimes for Clunes 


added Clunes, who is starring alongside 
actor Charles Edwards who has ap¬ 
peared in Downton Abbey. 

“It’s strange how people can’t always 
see the difference between Sherlock 
Holmes and his creator. 

“People keep asking me if Benedict 
Cumberbatch is going to show up.” 

Clunes, sporting a cap and fake mous¬ 
tache on set in character, added: “The 
costumes are great. The waistcoats and 
shirts are designed by angels. But I 
wouldn’t have liked to live in Victorian 
times. I’m too much a fan of modern 
life.” 

Unusually for Clunes, filming is being 
done digitally so that Victorian London 
can be created via blue screen. 

He said: “It doesn’t really make any 
difference for the actors but the picture 
quality is amazing. Rushes are like Rem¬ 
brandt.” 

George Edalji’s ordeal began in part 
when a number of animals were found 
mutilated in the quiet village of Great 
Wyrley. The outrages reached national 
notoriety when anonymous poison pen 
letters in the name of the ‘Wyrley Gang’ 
were sent to the newspapers. 

Edalji, whose father came from Bom¬ 
bay and was the vicar at St Mark’s 
parish church, was sentenced to seven 
years inside Pentonville Prison for the 
Great Wyrley Rippings, as they were 
also known. 

Fearing a miscarriage of justice and 
a racist element to the case, Sir Arthur 
and his trusted manservant, Alfred 
‘Woody’ Wood, investigated and began a 
campaign to clear Edalji’s name. 

The Tipton Road museum has also re¬ 
cently been used for filming 1920s gang¬ 
ster drama Peaky Blinders. 

Black Country Living Museum spokes¬ 
woman Laura Wakelin said: “We are 
very pleased that the museum is being 
used as a filming location in yet another 
primetime drama - especially one whose 
story is embedded in local history. “ 


ANDREW TURTON on the 

making of a drama based 
on a case that intrigued the 
creator of Sherlock Holmes 

ACTOR Martin Clunes has 
been travelling the country 
filming his latest TV drama but 
now the action has returned to 
the region where it all began - 
the West Midlands. 

The incredible tale of a Stafford¬ 
shire vicar’s son wrongly jailed for 
an horrific attack on a pit pony and 
then dramatically proved innocent 
by Sherlock Holmes creator Sir Ar¬ 
thur Conan Doyle is to be told in a 
three-part ITV series. 

The cast of Arthur and George last 
week came to the Black Country Living 
Museum to film in its authentic period 
buildings to recreate the tale which un¬ 
folded at the start of the 20th century 
and stunned the nation. 

Producers turned to the cobbled 
streets and industrial canalside locations 
of the Black Country Living Museum to 
bring the new ITV drama to life. 

Gripped 

Vicar’s son and Birmingham solici¬ 
tor George Edalji, an Anglo-Asian, was 
wrongly convicted in 1903 after a series 
of vicious maiming attacks on horses and 
other livestock, which became known as 
the Great Wyrley Outrages. The tale 
made headlines nationwide and it fell to 
Conan Doyle to play real-life detective to 
help to clear his name. 

The Great Wyrley Outrages are the 
centre of a three-part series starring 
Martin Clunes, best known for Cornish 
drama Doc Martin and the comedy Men 
Behaving Badly, as Conan Doyle. 

Film crews and actors - including 
Clunes - arrived at the popular heritage 


Martin Clunes about to film a scene for Arthur & George at the museum 


museum, in Tipton Road, Dudley, to 
begin a three day shoot. 

The museum’s buildings were trans¬ 
formed into the Staffordshire village of 
Great Wyrley in the 1900s when the 
outrages gripped the nation. 

The tale has reached a new audi¬ 
ence as in 2005 it was thrust back into 
the spotlight by author Julian Barnes 
whose Arthur and George novel was 
shortlisted for the Man Booker prize 
and has now been adapted for televi¬ 
sion. 

Clunes finds his latest role intriguing. 


He said: “It’s been a big change for us 
on the Doc Martin team.” 

The museum’s canal and forge area 
are being used for filming. Extra set 
dressing has been brought in to create 
atmosphere. Actors will even be seen 
with replicas of the Cannock Chronicle, 
to read all about the sensational head¬ 
lines of the case during the show. 

Julian Barnes is not directly involved 
in the production, but has given it his 
blessing. 

“I think Julian was tickled pink to 
see his book come to life for television,” 



Perfect garden rooms 
all year round! 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: I Call us now: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 0121 553 4682 


We make it 



BUILDINGS 
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The traffic makes it 'Merry Hell' Size Of 


MERRY Hill enjoys 25 years success! given to the traffic trying to get through to 

The people who own ‘Merry Hell’ are Pensnett and beyond, and the hundreds of 
rubbing their hands together, raking in 25 cars coming out of the centre that merge at 
years of profits. the same island. 

To the local people who live close to the The centre owners and Dudley Council 
centre, at certain times of the year it can need to get together and sort out the mess 
only be described as motoring madness. they have created. No thought was even 
No investment has been made in the road given at the planning stage to the poor road 
systems around the centre, leading to con- systems around Brierley Hill. The roads are 
gestion at peak times. The centre traffic too narrow, and the traffic lights for the 
builds up as far back as Commonside. Brierley Hill bypass has made things worse. 

Trying to get out is even worse. At the D POTTER 
island in Level street, no thought has been Brierley Hill 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Stage could 
ruin project 
for gardens 

A few weeks ago Dudley 
Council announced a £1.3m 
project to revamp the Coro¬ 
nation Gardens. 

The refurbishment is to 
include the re-building of 
the wall by the fountain - 
great news, long overdue. 

The refurbishment of 
Apollo Fountain is also great 
news though I’m not so sure 
about the re-introduction of 
water - could invite vandal¬ 
ism. Then, with the pluses 
comes a whopping minus. 

After Priory Park, the 
gardens are probably our 
second jewel in the crown. 
It has flowers, lawns, walk¬ 
throughs, seating and now 
the cenotaph. Why on earth 
does the council feel a need 
to build a stage and outdoor 
centre and events area on 
this lovely place? It will ruin 
the gardens and part of the 
money should go on other 
needs in the town. 

Look at what didn’t hap¬ 
pen on that other great idea. 
The square in Stone Street 
cost us over £800k - and for 
what? It was once a bus stop 
and a car park, you know, 
useful things. 

SHUNT 

Dudley 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


HAVING been a leader for 
47 years in the voluntary 
youth service in the Dudley 
borough I find the proposed 
closure of the universal 
youth service (with the ex¬ 
ception of all but one) very 
alarming. 

To invest in the future we 
must invest in our children 
and young people. 

Our children and young 
people should not be an easy 
option to save money. 

Over the years, Dudley 
MBC has taken many priv¬ 
ileges away from the youth 
service. 

With the introduction of 
extended schools our four 
groups, with an average of 
80 children and young peo¬ 
ple attending each week, 
lost the free bookings of the 
school hall. Many facilities 
for our youth have been lost 


E-MAIL 

Dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


over the years, canoeing, 
sailing, rock climbing and 
the withdrawal of ten youth 
and community mini-buses. 

The closure of any of our 
youth centres or services 
will be a great mistake as 
they are providing a place 
to meet and a safe haven. 
Bored groups will soon add 
to the problems that already 
exist,bringing even greater 
problems to the communi¬ 
ties. 

However good the volun¬ 
tary youth organisations 
are, they cannot cater to the 
needs of all young people. 
The full time youth service 
provides many alternatives, 
so Dudley, keep providing 
one. 

B SANDALL 

High Acres 

Woodcraft Folk 


mosque 
building 
too large 

I SAW the picture of the 
proposed mosque and the 
size of it appalled me. 

It is too large for the place 
it is to be built, and too large 
for Dudley itself. 

The problem is, when or if 
it is built, will it end there? 

Or will the those behind 
the mosque plan buy up 
other land around about, 
and continue building other 
amenities, until we have a 
small Muslim town within 
a town? 

The building of the 
mosque is against the 
wishes of the majority of the 
people of Dudley. 

P STEEN 

Stourbridge 

It’s the words 
that matter 

RE J Grainger ‘Songs just 
not praise worthy’. Sadly 
for you the tune is more im¬ 
portant than the spiritual 
message within the words. 

I did not hear Michael 
Ball’s interpretation, but 
surely a new tune brings 
fresh emphasis to the old 
words and re-energises the 
importance of those words 
and, God willing, brings 
those words to a new gen¬ 
eration. 

Perhaps the small mind¬ 
edness of some folk has 
brought the church to where 
it is today? 

MARK A GORDON 

Wimbledon Drive 

Stourbridge 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Don't target our 
vital youth services 



Goodwins 
Furnitui 
Service; 

’t despair - 
cover and repair 

the comfort and style you love 



maround 
lonths’ 

itee on all work 
Free, no obligation, quote 
Quality recovers, 
affordable prices 

✓ Part or full 
recovers available 

✓ Hundreds of 
fabrics available 




Call today 
- your sofa 
ready for 
Christmas! 


✓ Replacement 
Feet & Casters 

✓ Replacement 
springs 

✓ Replacement 
Foam and Fibres 

✓ Back Cushic 
available 


01384234756 


Unit B1 Dudley Central Trade Est, 
Shaw Road, Dudley, DY2 8DX 




$ 



Must get bill payer’s permissic 


Sunnyside 

fennels 


A pie® ®f 

mas 


Donate by 

• post y 

Dark Lane, Coven, _ 

Wolverhampton WV10 7PN 

• Text 


FEED28 £3, £5, £7 
or £10 to 70070 


Registered Charity No: 222436 


Call 

0121 643 5018 (option 3) 

• Online 

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 


PLEASE 

PEED 

ME 


Give a homeless dog 
a Christmas and 
New Year dinner for only 


STD CARPETS 

Can guarantee fitting before Christmas, because 
we are one of the largest stockists of carpet 
in the country, we are not in the hands of the 
manufacturers 

At STD we have top class fitters and the 
finest selection of carpets anywhere 

Prices are up to 50 % cheaper 
than other stores with 100’s 
of rolls of Wilton, Axminster, 
Saxonys and Twist Pile 
in stock 

So, if you want a carpet for 
Christmas get along to STD 


BRIERLEY HILL 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 1 0.30 to 4.00, 
Closed Wednesdays 


Church Street, Brierley Hill, DY5 3PT 

01384 76448 
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Sandwell College 

CentralSixth ^ 


Company 
and a cuppa 


Ever feel lonely and just 
want someone to talk to? 
Sometimes a visit from a friend 
can brighten your day 


We are caring individuals with a passion for helping others in need. 
Our aim is to provide company for people suffering with loneliness no matter what age. 
We also provide domestic duties such as cleaning, meal making and assisting with shopping. 

A bit of ‘Company and a cuppa’ can be all that’s needed to bring a 
bit of happiness into your day. 


WE ARE JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY 

Call us between the hours of 
9am to 5pm Monday to Friday 

0121 504 2616 


Experience 
a Victorian 
Christmas 
at museum 


VISITORS can take a step back in time for a 
Christmas filled with roasted chestnuts, tra¬ 
ditional fish and chips and gas ligh. 

Experience the sights and smells of a bygone era, a 
time when festive traditions like trees and crackers 
were just taking off. 

From December 19 to 23, the Black Country Museum 
will open its doors at 6.30pm for anybody who wants the 


Although we have to charge for 
our services, we try our utmost 
to keep our fees to a minimum. 


nostalgic excitement of a 
Victorian Christmas. 

With a full cast of ac¬ 
tors ready to bring famous 
scenes from classics such 
as A Christmas Carol to 
life and a pantomime ver¬ 
sion of Hansel and Gretel 
performed by Fizzog Pro- 


By Matthew Growcut 


domestic and cultural live 
at the Black Country Living 
Museum said: “Victorians 
were the ones that rein¬ 
vented Christmas. There’s 
the famous story of Prince 
ductions, it promises a old Albert and his Christmas 
time Christmas with a Black tree in 1841, there’s Charles 
Country twist. Dickens and A Christmas 

Houses will be warmed by Carol. This was the first 
open fires and will be simply time where people actively 
decorated as fits the era, collected and made carols, 
while carol singers can be “All of these things start 
joined in the chapel for an- to come into full flow around 
ybody who fancies a festive this time, and on site we 
sing-along. have the Victorian Environ- 

Roast meat and chest- ment that lets us recreate 
nuts will be available from that atmosphere.” 
vendors in the streets, and Tickets cost £15.95 for 
adults can look forward to adults, £7.95 for children, 
mulled wine. Visitors will Bookings made before No- 
also be able to take part in vember 30 will receive a 20 
making a boiled Christmas per cent discount. For more 
pudding. information see bclm.com/ 

Irene Deboo, curator of Christmas. 


Council leader is 
standing down 


National role — Leader of Dudley Council and Labour 
leader Councillor David Sparks 

THE leader of Dudley Council has announced he will stand 
down from the role next month. 

Councillor David Sparks has also resigned from his role 
as leader of the Labour Party on the authority with imme¬ 
diate effect. He will step down as council leader at the next 
meeting of the full council on Monday after a a successor 
has been appointed. 

Councillor Sparks said he felt it was the right time to 
give up the role as a new chief executive, Sarah Norman, 
is due to start in January, when a reduced management 
team will be put in place. He has been leader of the council 
since May 2012 and leader of the Labour Group since 2004. 

In July this year, Councillor Sparks was also appointed as 
chairman of the Local Government Association since July 
this year. He said standing down from his council leader 
position would also enable him to focus more on this role, 
working with councils nationwide to ‘deliver local solutions 
to national problems.’ 


pr-w 
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SANDWELL COLLEGE 

OPEN EVENT 

THURSDAY 4 DECEMBER 5-8PM 

@ CENTRAL SIXTH CAMPUS 

NEW SQUARE, WEST BROMWICH 

COME IN FOR ADVICE AND INFORMATION ON A LEVELS ^ «» 

AND VOCATIONAL COURSES APPLY NOW! T. ■ 


www.sandwell.ac.uk 
0800 622006 


RATED GOOD BY Ofsted 





















Family fundraiser is 
in memory of comic lee 



All for grandad — the grandchildren of comedian Lee Wilson are planning a family fundraising day in his honour 


THE family of Black Coun¬ 
try comedian Lee Wilson are 
raising money in his name at 
a charity event on Sunday. 

Mr Wilson, whose real name was 
Geoff Beards, died four weeks after 
being diagnosed with pancreatic can¬ 
cer. A year on and four of his grand¬ 
children are organising a fundraiser 
to coincide with Pancreatic Cancer 
Awareness Month. 

The event will be at the River Rooms 
in Stourbridge from noon to 4pm. It 
will feature up to 10 stalls as well as a 
Santa’s grotto and raffle. 


Cash raised will go to Pancreatic 
Cancer Action. 

Mr Wilson, of Pedmore, died aged 
74. He had turned professional in 
1973, won TV talent show New Faces 
in 1976 and starred on TV show The 
Comedians. He was also a familiar face 
with the Black Country Night Out. 

Jasper Carrott and Tom O’Connor 
were among the 350 people who at¬ 
tended his funeral at Oldswinford. 
He was survived by his wife Sheila 
and children Tracy, Lee and Debbie. 
Grandchildren Elbe, Libby, Emily and 
Sam Martin are organising the fund¬ 
raiser. 



GUTTER AND 


■niiiinuimn 



Are your gutters full of leaves and moss? 
Down pipe blocked? 

Roof full of Moss and Algae? 

Do they overflow with rainwater? 

Can’t access/clean gutter over conservatory? 
Why not get the experts in? 



WE CAN SOLVE 
THE PROBLEM 

At BTF Cleaning Services we specialise 
in cleaning, repairing fitting gutters and all upvc. 
We have the latest methods and technology 
to access and clean awkward to 
get to gutters and roof lines 


BTF 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 



TEL/FAX NO: 01384 568345 MOB: 07979 211302 
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Hasbury Windows Ltd 


Mutumn offers 




HASBURY 


Probably the be 
windows In torn! 


Inliten Front 
Door in White 


£450 


incl. fitting 


FRONTDOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 1 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Fitted with white furniture 

• Left hand or right hand opening 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm 

• Choice of 6 white panel doors 



PANEL DOOR-HARDWARE FEATURES: 

• PAS 24 security testing on flag hinges 

• 3 hinges have carrying capacity of 120kg 

• Longer lasting performance on hardware 

• Locking system - exclusive to Camden & 
one of the most superior on the market 


k 


Inliten Back 
Door in White 


6 Flat Windows 
& 2 Doors 


1395 


BACK DOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only 

• Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Supplied with Monaco 

half panel (top pane glazed) 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm 

• Left hand br right 
hand opening 

• White furniture/hardware 

TRADE ENQUIRES 
WELCOME 


From 


£2999 

Indudes Fitting &VAT 


k Your local well established 
business offering top quality 
products and service 
k No payment until completion 
k Call us now for a great deal on 
your new windows and doors 
k Visit our showroom 
k Deal direct with the owner 
k If you want quality, value and 
service it ‘has to be Hasbury’! 



Sealed Units Replacement Available From £10 
‘We will beat any genuine written quote’ 



Excellent service 
from start to finish. 
Reliable and 
friendly. 


Lovely job, fitters 
made no mess! 
Would definitely 
recommend again. 


9 HALESOWEN ROAD, HALESOWEN, I djELfil 
WEST MIDLANDS B62 9AA t MSMm 

0121 421 7001 / 0121 421 2104 / 01384 78796 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 
Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm 
Sat 10 am-2 pm 
PHONELINES OPEN: 
9 am-9 pm 


It’s the besi 
time of year 
fit new window: 
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UPVC SALE 6 FLAT A RATED WINDOWS ANY SIZE 

£ 1599.00 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

iiiHMip ii lliK ' 

5» £5 VEUJNG S NEEDINGWORTH 


E 


ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170/01384 429152 

UNIT 26 THORNLEIGH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, DUDLEY DY2 8UB 
VISIT OUR website WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 


midlandupvc@live.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 


SracKHEATH 


rfiissiSi 


OPEN 


Monday 9.00 am-4.30 pm (except Bank Holiday Mondays) 

Friday & Saturday 9.00 am-5.00 pm 


All enquiries to Oliver Watchorn 07850 742961 

www.blackheath-markelco.uk 


CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES 


at Blackheath Market 


Wednesday 24th Dec 9.00am - 4.00pm 

Christmas Day Closed 

Friday 26th Dec Closed 

Saturday 27th Dec Closed 

Normal Times Resume on Monday 29th December 


Friday 19 th Dec 
Saturday 20th Dec 
Sunday 21st Dec 
Monday 22nd Dec 
Tuesday 23rd Dec 


9.00am 

9.00am 

Closed 

9.00am 

9.00am 


- 5.00pm 

- 5.00pm 

- 5.00pm 

- 5.00pm 


UKIP hold 

protest on 
combined 
authority 

A PROTEST will be held against plans to cre¬ 
ate a combined authority for Birmingham 
and the Black Country. 

UKIP West Midland MEPs James Carver and Bill 
Etheridge have organised the protest which has 
been branded ‘Hands off Birmingham and Hands 
off the Black Country’. 

Sedgley-based Mr 
Etheridge, who is his par¬ 
ty’s candidate in Dudley 
North at next year’s general 
election, said: “This protest 
will mark the launch of our 
concerted campaign against 
regionalisation and a com¬ 
bined authority. We don’t 
want to see the centralisa¬ 
tion of power. 

“We believe local people 
should have a real say, at a 
localised level, about issues 
that concern them. The shift 
of power away from the peo¬ 
ple will deeply damage local 
democracy and accountabil¬ 
ity. UKIP will fight this.” 

Council leaders in Dudley, 

Sandwell, Wolverhampton, 

Walsall and Birmingham 
have agreed to set up a 
combined authority to take 
powers that may be de¬ 
volved from London. 

Mr Carver, UKIP’s Stour¬ 
bridge candidate in May’s 
general election, described 


Customers create 
room for reflection 



Simon Harwood, of Mary Stevens Trading, with (centre) 
Mike Brown, of Dreamland Beds, and Matron Claire Towns 

MARY Stevens Hospice in Stourbridge has opened a 
new room for reflection following a generous donation of 
£25,000. 

The money came from long-time supporter Mike Brown 
and the customers of his store, Dreamlands Beds in Mill 
Street, Brierley Hill. It will also be spent on new beds at 
the hospice. 

Matron Claire Towns said: “We are extremely grateful 
to Mike and all his customers for their continued support 
of the hospice. The Peace Room is a fantastic new edition 
that will provide patients and relatives with a quiet space 
for private reflection.” 

Mr Brown said: “It’s fantastic that over the last few 
years, donations from our customers have been given via 
our delivery service of taking old beds away and assembling 
new ones. 

“It has raised more than £100,000 for Mary Stevens Hos¬ 
pice and has also made it possible for us to supply new beds 
for the hospice, vans for collection and fitting out hospice 
shops.” 


By Robert Cox 

the plan as a ‘stitch-up’ by 
Labour. He said: “It is the 
Labour-run authorities in 
Walsall, Dudley, Wolver¬ 
hampton and Birmingham 
who want to sign away our 
local democracies to create a 
combined authority.” 

The protest will take 
place outside Dudley Coun¬ 
cil House at 5.15pm on Mon¬ 
day, ahead of a meeting of 
the council. 

Meanwhile, Conservative 
MP for Wolverhampton 
South West Paul Uppal has 
said the Black Country does 
not need the help of Bir¬ 
mingham to grow. 

He said: “I have no 
problems with combining 
services across the Black 
Country. Expanding this 
partnership to Birmingham 
and beyond is simply a step 
too far.” 



Stuart & Neil 
Hodgkins 


0121 559 7156 


WATCH REPAIRERS, 
JEWELLERS & ENGRAVERS 
IDEAL FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
151 HIGH STREET, 
BLACKHEATH B65 0EA 

(Next to the new library) 

TELEPHONE: 


DEAL OF 1 

2KW REMOTE 
CONTROL oni 

ELECTRIC FIRE 
8c SURROUND 


6 Models to 



rom 


JUBILEE FIRES 

High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF ■ 

CALL NOW 0121 557 3111 E 

"\ _ w flT , * * ^■ Thurs, Fri 10am - 6pm 

www.jubileefires.co.uk 


MasterCard 
































































Song honours war dead 
with a Christmas carol 



Singer Abby Scott launches the charity 

A MUSICAL duo from Kin- 
ver are pinning their hopes 
on topping the charts with a 
new Christmas charity single 
in aid of the armed forces. 

Abby Scott, aged 29, is part of an 
ensemble of voices and soloists in¬ 
cluding Flight Lieutenant Matt Little 
and 12-year-old Canterbury Cathedral 
chorister and Radio 2’s Young Choris¬ 
ter of the Year finalist William Inscoe. 

1914 The Carol of Christmas was 
composed by her husband Chris 
Eaton, who wrote Cliff Richard’s 
Christmas hit Saviour’s Day alongside 


single with Canterbury chorister William 

Judd Field. It celebrates the power of 
Christmas to bring peace in the midst 
of war and commemorates those who 
fought in World War One. 

The singers are accompanied by 
members of the RAF Spitfire Choir. 
A video for the song was recorded at 
the Grave of the Unknown Warrior in 
Westminster Abbey. 

Proceeds from sales will go to the 
Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund, The 
Royal Navy and Royal Marines Char¬ 
ity, and ABF The Soldier’s Charity. 

Abby said she was delighted to be 
involved in the project, sayng: “It’s 
a huge honour to be involved in this 


Inscoe and Flight Lieutenant Matt Little 

song and share the message of peace 
at Christmas. Recording the video at 
Westminster Abbey at the Grave of 
the Unknown Solider, alongside to¬ 
day’s servicemen and women, was an 
incredibly powerful experience. 

Mother-of-one Abby said: “I can’t 
even imagine sending my son off to 
war or having my husband not come 
home. Almost every family and every 
village in the country was affected by 
the Great War. Our song honours both 
those who died and the families who 
grieved back at home.” 

The song will be available for to 
order online. 



ills; 


• Windows 

• Composite Doors 

■ Porches 

■ Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

■ Window & Door Repairs 

• Fascias / Guttering 
- Building Work 

■ Misted-up Units 


i rWindow Warehouse Ltd 


Established over 20 years 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Etna windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8 am-1 pm 



Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, November 27, 2014 




























































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, November 27, 2014 


12 


Russia’s acclaimed ballet company returns to the UK. 

The Nutcracker 
Swan Lake 


Performed by 

The Russian State Ballet 
& Orchestra of Siberia 


V, I 




L f 


8-9 February 

WOLVERHAMPTON GRAND 

Box Office 01902 429212 

www.grandtheatre.co.uk 


SEATS AVAILABLE FROM 

raymondgubbay.co.uk i24hrvbk g k,.p P iy) 0844 847 2319 

Calls cost 5ppm from a BT landline, other networks may vary and calls from mobiles may cost significantly more. 





FREE HOME VISITS 
0121 544 4788 

Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela of 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands B69 4QX 


Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated 
aluminium rolling garage door-operated by hand held 
'keyring' handset is currently reduced from a 
RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST £699! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTIING 



CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should ca ll 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 



One of the impressive layouts on display for thousands of enthusiasts to view at Warley Model Railway Club’s show at the NEC last weekend 

ALMOST 20,000 model railway engines and intricately made plat- The 60-year-old from Rubery set the and have a look too. It’s great to 
enthusiasts turned out for a Black forms and scenery. speed for the trains, while making talk through the models and the 

Country club’s annual exhibition. More than 90 layouts were fea- sure none of the valuable engines lay-outs with people.” 

Warley Model Railway Club held tured, each including with detailed collided. He said: “It is a hobby Club publicity officer Dave Moor- 
the ever popular event at Birming- stations that attracted thousands of shared by many people still today, house said 17,500 attended during 
ham National Exhibition Centre. onlookers. mainly men from the older genera- the weekend. Warley Model Railway 

On display were were model Among those running a display tions — big boys with toys. Club has 240 members. Visit the 

railway layouts with model steam was club member Ian Woodward. “We see some young people come www.warley-mrc.org.uk website. 


Police station counter cuts move 


HALESOWEN Police Station is one of 
three in the borough that will close to 
the public amid £3 million cuts, the 
force has revealed. 

The front counters at Halesowen, Dud¬ 
ley and Stourbridge have been earmarked 
to shut. 

In total 27 front offices across the West Mid¬ 
lands will close with more than 90 of the 170 jobs 
at risk. 

Opening hours will also be reduced at Brierley 
Hill. The front counter which is currently avail¬ 
able 24 hours a day will be open between 8am 


and 10pm. Sedgley Police Station will act as a 
contact point, staffed by volunteers. 

West Midlands Police says the proposals to 
shut front counters follow an independent re¬ 
view, which shows the majority of the public no 
longer visit stations and instead make phone 
calls, use the internet or social media to contact 
officers. 

Anger 

But the plans have been met with anger and 
disappointment from councillors, unions and 
several Black Country MPs. 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin has vowed to 


campaign against the closure plans for Dudley 
Police Station and has launched a petition urg¬ 
ing bosses to re-think the move. 

He said: “Dudley is a major town, not everyone 
who shops or lives there has a mobile phone and 
they ought to be able to speak to a police officer 
face to face.” 

Dudley Police Station is currently open 
throughout the week from 10am to 6pm. 

It costs the force £5.5m to run the counters. 

Police and Crime Commissioner David Jamie¬ 
son said: “Ninety five per cent of people have 
mobile phones now, and can contact the police 
from anywhere.” 


Covered 
skatepark 
is ready 
to roll 

A GROUP behind a 
£200,000 indoor skatepark 
have been congratulated 
in the House of Commons 
ahead of its opening in 
Stourbridge this weekend. 

Unit3Sixty in Mill Race 
Lane will be unveiled on 
Saturday after work to 
transform a former indus¬ 
trial unit is completed. BMX 
riding, skateboarding and 
scooter riding will be among 
the activities at the centre. 

Stourbridge MP Margot 
James congratulated fire¬ 
fighter Gavin Pardoe and 
his team for their work on 
the project. She has been a 
keen supporter and helped 
the group secure funding 
from the Charity Bank, 
Sport England and others. 

“I am absolutely delighted 
for Gavin and his team 
who, through sheer hard 
work and dedication, have 
built a magnificent new 
skatepark,” she said. 

“After Ramparts closed 
there was a real sense of loss 
among young people. It has 
been wonderful to support 
the development of Unit- 
3Sixty’s fantastic facility. I 
know that the park will at¬ 
tract skaters from across the 
whole West Midlands.” 

Tesco, Waitrose and the 
Ryemarket in Stourbridge 
and Black Country busi¬ 
nessman Geoff Hill also sup¬ 
ported the scheme, which 
won the backing of Dudley 
Council’s deputy leader, 
Councillor Pete Lowe. 

The finishing touches are 
being put to the £200,000 
indoor skatepark ahead of 
its opening on Saturday. 


CHRISTMAS TREES AVAILABLE NOW: 

Lovely non-shedding Nordmann fir - 
all sizes on blocks and 3-4 ft rooted 
Traditional Norway Spruce up to 15 ft on blocks or rooted 
Blue Spruce 6-7 ft rooted 
Can be delivered for a small fee if required 

WE ARE JUST STARTING TO MAKE ON SITE: 

* Holly Balls * Wreaths * Door Rings * Oasis Pans 
Call in now and order yours, or phone/email, 
any design and colour co-ordinated, if required 
Yew Tree Lane (off Powke Lane) Blackheath 
Phone: 0121 559 1495 


OPENING TIMES 7 DAYS A WEEK 9 - 5.15 


Due to being open 7 days - Closed 1 - 2 for lunch 
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
www.cypressnursery.net info@cypressnursery.net 


BJT - BUDGET 

FENCING & 
BUILDING SUPPLIES 

SUPPLIERS OF CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 

• Central heating and plumbing materials 
• Gates, grilles fabricated 

2 Parsonage Road, Oldbury B69 4PH 

0121 552 8004 Mobile: 07957 491938 

NEW YARD 49 TAT BANK ROAD OLDBURY B69 4NJ 

0121544 4409 


■fi-Zee Fix- 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 



70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 
♦♦♦ Document L Compliant 
•I* Shoot Bolt Locking 
♦«♦ Sight Line Glazing 
❖ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 


Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 



White 
light Oak 
Rosewood 

Woodgrain on White 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


IFENSAI 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Kwik Fit on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 



Party Smart - For every celebration! Cards, 
balloons, gifts,venue dressing Si much more! 
105 Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PB 
Email sales@party-smart.co.uk 
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New £7m wave of cuts 
for public transport 


Tree tribute to park creator 
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The oak tree is planted in honour of William Shenstone at the Leasowes 


ANOTHER £7 million of cuts are 
on the way at the authority that 
oversees transport in the West 
Midlands, as councils prepare to 
slash their levy again. 

Earlier this year Centro unveiled a 
plan to axe 89 jobs —a quarter of its 
workforce — to cope with a £7m cut 
in the funding it gets from seven coun¬ 
cils. 

But the authorities are set to do it again 
in the next financial year, which starts in 
April, as they are all grappling with their 
own multi-million pound funding cuts. 

The cuts mean Centro will see its funding 
fall from £145 million last year to £131.4m, 
with £138.7m having been allocated this 
year. 

The authority is in charge of bus shelters, 
funding for discount fares for children and 
pensioners, park and ride services at rail 
and Metro stations and passenger informa¬ 
tion among other aspects of transport. 

Elderly 

It also works to attract investment. 

The cuts will include slashing £700,000 
from the budget of the ring and ride service, 
which offers door to door transport for el¬ 
derly and disabled people if they are unable 
to use buses, trams and trains. 

Other new cuts have yet to be revealed. 
Centro previously put forward plans to 
charge pensioners for tram and train travel 
and to increase children’s fares but the pro¬ 
posals were scrapped amid protests. 

Birmingham City Council, with the larg¬ 
est population, contributes the most to Cen¬ 
tro.Its levy will fall from £54.4m to £51.5m 
from April. Dudley’s levy will drop from 
£15.7m to 14.8m while Sandwell’s will go 
from £15.6m to £14.8m. 

Centro chief executive Geoff Inskip said: 
“In response to the districts facing severe 
grant reductions from central government, 
the Integrated Transport Authority sought 
to identify various ways in which savings 
could be made.” 


THE creator of one of Dudley bor¬ 
ough’s most famous landmarks has 
been honoured to mark the 100th 
anniversary of his birth. 

Trees have been planted in mem¬ 
ory of William Shenstone who de¬ 
signed the grade I listed Leasowes 
park in Halesowen. 

To commemorate the occasion, 
The Friends of the Leasowes, along¬ 
side cabinet member Councillor Hi¬ 
lary Bills planted a large common 
oak in a prominent position on site 
which is marked with a memorial 
plaque. 


Smaller trees have also been put 
in to create a ‘grove of oaks’ which 
was an original feature designed 
and planted by Shenstone himself 
but which was subsequently lost. By 
planting these new saplings, visitors 
have helped to recreate the feature 
for future generations to enjoy. 

Environment boss Councillor Hi¬ 
lary Bills, said: “This tree planting 
event, supported so wholeheartedly 
by The Friends of the Leasowes, 
is a fitting tribute to the vision of 
William Shenstone in creating this 
stunning landscape 250 years ago.” 


Security at 
New Street 
station is 
stepped up 

EXTRA security staff have 
been drafted in to provide 
crowd control at Birming¬ 
ham New Street because of 
a the huge number of people 
visiting the city’s Frankfurt 
Christmas Market. 

They will be in place on 
Friday evenings from 3pm 
and at weekends, until De¬ 
cember 21. 

Network Rail says the 
market combined with the 
seasonal increase in shop¬ 
pers, helps to create one of 
the busiest times of the year 
in the city. The increase in 
passengers sees the number 
using the station each day 
average around 180,000. 

Security staff will be on 
hand to help move people 
between the concourse area 
and platforms as well as 
being on hand to provide as¬ 
sistance and for crowd con¬ 
trol measures. 

Steve Lewis, station man¬ 
ager, said: “The Christmas 
Market and festive period 
are great for Birmingham 
but put a significant pres¬ 
sure on the station to safely 
manage much higher pas¬ 
senger numbers and sudden 
large surges of people trying 
to catch their train. 

“One Friday last year saw 
an increase of 55,000 people 
using the station compared 
to normal and while the 
station team did a fantastic 
job of helping to keep people 
on the move, there was in¬ 
evitable disruption to some 
passengers. 

“Our advice is to always 
allow for extra time to make 
your train and check before 
you travel.” 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH 


24/7 

tmetgen 

Call 0“' 


Solutions 


WORCESTER accredited installer 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 

• Free Annual Boiler service • All Parts And Labour Included 

• Taps and Toilets • Internal & External Drains 

• Unlimited Call Outs • Gas & Water Supply Pipes 

PLUS MOOR! 

ALL FROM JUST £9.99 PER MONTH 

t/c apply 

lCALL today and speak to the team 

01384 560 856 


• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance Installations 

• All Bomestic Plumbing Work 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 
Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT & 

(All prices are plus VAT) i^^fORCESTER R||eEIE 

DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED H1IISHSI S- “assfi 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH 



BIGGEST MIDLANDS MANUFACTURER 


22 Years 
Experience 


HIGH SPEC 

Windows & Conservatories 


on Energy Bills this Christmas with our ‘A’ Rated Windows with 

* 70 % OFF! 


Come to our factory and showroom to get to look at our work first hand 

•™ [HIGH SPEC I FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312, 


Windows & Conservatories 


Open 7 days a week Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 

FACTORY & SHOWROOM - ROOD END ROAD, OLDBURY, B68 8SF 


® c f www.hispecwindows.Co.uk 


Terms & Conditions Apply 


Registered Company 
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Reginald Tildesley staff in Willenhall ready to sell Ford cars 


Harry Nott, ex-RFC, at his wedding 


Sunbeam workers in 1919 with one of the airship gondolas they were to produce 



Some of the many in Josiah Parkes in 1922 


How post-war work 
return never took off 


AT 11 am on November 11, 
1918 the guns fell silent 
across the world. 

They were firing right up to 
the last second, as many of the 
gunners wanted to claim that 
they had fired the last shot in 
the ‘War to End all Wars’. 

Then began the process of 
returning the millions of men 
and women, but mostly men 
to their homes, where many 
expected to return to their old 
jobs, supplanting the women 
who had taken their place; but 
things were not as simple as 
that. 

Wolverhampton, and the Black 
Country in general, were geared 
up for war, turning out munitions, 
warplanes, guns, and all the para- 
phenalia of the modern conflict. 

Orders were cancelled, though 
production of, now unwanted 
items, continued into 1919. 


MEMORY LANE 


By Alec Brew 


Companies had to find new prod¬ 
ucts to turn their skills to. Wolver¬ 
hampton was well served in the 
new motorised age with many ve¬ 
hicle manufacturers, who thought 
they could return to car and mo¬ 
tor-bike production and find a 
ready market with the returning 
servicemen, many of whom had 
become well used to motor vehicles 
during the four years of conflict. 

Dominated 

Sunbeam returned their car 
production from Rover in Coven¬ 
try but still hoped to make a large 
business in the production of ae¬ 
ro-engines, which had dominated 
the Villiers Street factories during 
the war. 

They were to find that the com¬ 
petition from Rolls-Royce in par¬ 


ticular and from cheap war-surplus 
engines was too much, and they 
hardly sold an aircraft engine after 
the war. 

Round the corner Star returned 
to car production, but were never 
able to sell enough from their 
confined factories to sustain the 
business, and firstly their Briton 
division and then Star itself went 
to the wall, and Edward Lisle, 
founder of the company took his 
life. 

Guy returned to making trucks, 
and became hugely successful. 

Other companies were also to 
find ready markets for their met¬ 
al-bashing skills, making locks, 
bicycles, ploughshares, and all 
the nuts and bolts to put them to¬ 
gether. 

Elsewhere servicemen returned 
to quieter lives, opening shops, 
starting their own businesses, 
often with the skills they had 
learned in the Army, and looked 
forward to re-building their lives. 



Edward Lisle who took his own life after business failure 


Learn 


Have fun Explore 


Make new 
friends 







Your 2 year old may be able to get up to 15 hours free 
childcare a week during term time. 

That’s 15 hours a week to learn through play, make their first 
friends, sing, dance, dress up and have lots of fun. 

That’s also 15 hours a week for you to have a break, spend 
more time with your younger children, get stuff done around 
the house, study or look for work. 


To find out more please contact Sandwell 
Family Information Service 0121569 4914 
or visit www.sandwell.gov.uk/freechilclcaie 


I Sandwell t>qn_ 



Family Information 
Service 
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Heart of the 



COMMUNITY Trans¬ 
port began life in 
1964 when Father 
Bryan Scrivener, and 
wife Dorothy, from 
Kings Heath, decided 
to support their local 
community by col¬ 
lecting old furniture 
to help homeless 
people find and fur¬ 
nish accommodation. 

They stored everything 
in their front room 
and used his Jeep to 
transport people and 
goods around the area. 
By 1966, demand had 
risen so sharply that they 
registered Community 
Transport as a charity, 
making it the first known 
use of the term commu¬ 
nity transport in the UK. 

Community Transport op¬ 
erates in three regions - the 
West Midlands, North West 
and North East. 

Its sen/ices include pro¬ 
viding low cost minibus hire 
to voluntary and community 
groups, schools and not-for- 
profit organisations. 

Based at Sandwell, Liz 
Sutton runs the minibus 
service which has had 
a successful year. Its 
dial-a-ride service in South 
Staffordshire is continually 
growing and they have also 
purchased a new 2014 min¬ 
ibus which is the first of two 
to continue with the growth 
of passenger transport, 


ensuring comfortable travel 
for all they support. 

The buses are available 
for self hire too. Please con¬ 
tact Community Transport 
for further details. 

A record breaking year 
saw the organisation help 
190,000 people reach vital 
health-checks, appoint¬ 
ments and destinations. 

“Many people are iso¬ 
lated in their own homes 
and are unable to access 
services without Community 


Transport’s 80-strong fleet 
of accessible minibuses and 
vans,” says its chief execu¬ 
tive Jo Beaumont. 

“Our Sandwell branch 
is situated near to Asda in 
Great Bridge and can easily 
be accessed by the number 
74 bus route from Dudley or 
West Bromwich. 

“Our aim is to supply 
good quality second hand 
furniture at affordable prices 
with free delivery within the 
Sandwell area. 


“We rely on donations 
from the community and 
we collect your goods 
for free, we accept sofas, 
beds, wardrobes, chest of 
drawers, electrical items, 
bric-a-brac, bedding, toys 
and clothes. 

“Any items that you have 
that are in general good 
condition we are interested 
in. Just give us a call and 
we will arrange a collection 
that suits you. 

“Our opening hours are 


community 


Monday to Thursday 9am to 
5pm, Friday 9am to 4.30pm 
and Saturday 9am to 1pm. 

“Pease feel free to pop in 
and have a browse.” 

There are five furniture 
stores in the West Midlands 
based at West Bromwich, 
Bilston, Wednesfield, Bir¬ 
mingham and Coventry. 

All offer a free collec¬ 
tion service for unwanted 
furniture and stock and sell 
a range of good quality fur¬ 
niture at affordable prices. 

Thousands of low-income 
households have been 
helped in the buying of 
good-quality furniture and 
white goods at affordable 
prices, saving more than 
400 tonnes of such items 
from being dumped in 
landfill sites. 

Services include collect¬ 
ing donated good quality 
furniture items, selling them 
on at affordable prices, as 
well as carrying out house 
clearances and removals 
- and providing minibus 
and other transport-related 
training. 

Community Transport is 
always looking for place¬ 
ments and volunteers to 
help it provide the best 
service it can. 

If you feel you could 
spare a few hours or days to 
help support the community 
and gain some valuable 
experience visit the West 
Bromwich store or contact 
Community Transport, at 
216 Great Bridge Street, 
West Bromwich, B70 ODE. 
Telephone 0121 520 8168. 




Minibus 


Supporting Local Communities 



CT Minibus provides 
low-cost mini-bus 
travel for community 
groups and other 
not-for-profit 
organisations 


Do you need to use a minibus 
and can’t afford the rates charged by 
hire companies? 



□ Paid Drivers Available 

□ MIDAS Training For Your Drivers 

□ Up to 16 Passengers 

□ Wheelchairs Assessible Vehicles 



□ Competitive Rates 

□ Special Weekend, Evening and School Holiday Rates 


CALL US ON 0845 209 0191 

www.communitytransport.org 


supporting 
local 

communities Home 



CT Home supports local communities by supplying 
previously owned furniture to families at affordable prices 

we sell good quality 
used furniture 
at low prices 

we stock; 

sofas & suites 
tables & chairs 
beds & bedroom furniture 
desks & office chairs 
fridges & electrical goods 
household items & bric-a-brac 



O don't dump it - donate it O 


we urgently need your unwanted reusable 
furniture and electrical goods 

/ free collection from your home / help families in need 
/ be green and help save resources 
/ help us raise funds for community minibuses 

Branches in Sandwell, Bilston and Wednesfield 

0121 520 8168 
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Girl group album 
is a surefire Bette 



Oohs and aahs as actors go Full Monty 


Reviews by Leon Burakowski 


BETTE Midler has long been 
the queen of cabaret-style 
entertainment with her blend 
of ballads, show tunes and 
wicked sense of humour. 

To most under-30s she is probably 
best known as the funniest of the three 
witches in Disney’s Halloween favour¬ 
ite Hocus Pocus. 

Now she’s back with her tribute to 
girl group pop, from the 1930s to 90s. 
It’s The Girls is a classy project with 
Bette providing her own backing vo¬ 
cals, though she enlists the queen of 
backing singers Darlene Love to duet 
on The Crystals’ He’s Sure The Boy I 
Love. Be My Baby, One Fine Day and 
Tell Him stick close to the originals. 

Elsewhere she gives the songs an in¬ 
teresting twist, introducing a hint of her 
home state of Hawaii to Mr Sandman 
and brilliantly slowing Martha and the 
Vandellas’ Come And Get These Mem¬ 
ories to a poignant ballad. A stripped 
back, piano-led version of TLC’s Wa¬ 
terfalls packs an emotional punch and 
she even pulls off a banjo-picking hill¬ 
billy version of You Can’t Hurry Love. 
The album ends in fine vintage style 
with the Dixieland jazz of It’s The Girl. 

Bette Midler begins her first UK tour 
in 35 years at the Barclaycard Arena in 
Birmingham on July 9. 

The combined CD/DVD package 
Whitney Houston Live: Her Greatest 
Performances combines 16 tracks 
plus 18 video performances, starting 
with herteenaged debut singing Home 
on The Merv Griffin TV show in 1983, 
via her Super Bowl performance of 
The Star Spangled Banner in ‘91 to 
her emotional I Didn’t Know My Own 
Strength on The Oprah Winfrey Show 
in 2009. She died in 2012, aged only 
48. 


Whitney Houston — many of her famous 
live performances on a new album 

As a live album, this doesn’t hang to¬ 
gether as well as a single concert per¬ 
formance but Whitney fans may enjoy 
the overview of her career. 

Whitney Houston also appears on 
Barry Manilow album My Dream 
Duets in which Barry sings with a lot 
of very famous but very dead stars 
of popular music. It may have been a 
dream come true for Manilow to duet 
with Judy Garland, Sammy Davis Jr, 
Dusty Springfield, Louis Armstrong, 
etc. I think it is more of a nightmare. 

These are not true duets with musi¬ 
cal to-and-fro between the artists, they 
are — however expertly done — slice 
and splice jobs. It’s a bad concept and 
a creative cul-de-sac for an artist who 
is surely talented enough to create mu¬ 
sic without technically resurrecting art- 


Bette Midler — the singer and com¬ 
edienne pays tribute to girl groups 

ists who have no say in the matter. A 
sample is one thing but to tamper with 
these artists’ music within the genres 
in which they excelled is questionable. 

Moody dance anthems come with 
an Ibiza twist from synth pop veter¬ 
ans Erasure on new album The Violet 
Flame. The duo celebrate nearly 30 
years of hits at a sold-out Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Civic Hall on Saturday. 

Young singer-songwriter James 
Page, under stage name Sivu, cre¬ 
ates a potent atmosphere on his de¬ 
but album Something On High. It’s a 
blend of tremulous vocals and haunted 
soundscapes with songs of isolation 
and yearning. Listen if you like Lon¬ 
don Grammar or Wild Beasts. He will 
be supporting Bombay Bicycle Club at 
Wolverhampton Civic on December 10. 


The Full Monty, 

Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton 

CLEVER casting, quality acting, 
fast-moving scenery, special effects — 
and a delightful young boy. This show 
has The Full Monty. 

This stage production follows the 
story of the hit 90s movie. Set against 
the backdrop of industrial depression 
in Sheffield, six men who have fallen on 
hard times become strippers for one 
night only. 


It’s a feel good story, well-delivered 
and funny throughout with many one 
liners. 

And, of course, a famous piece de 
resistance. 

Gary Lucy leads the cast as Gaz, 
alongside ex-soap stars Louis Emerick 
(Horse) and Rupert Hill (Guy), Andrew 
Dunn, of Dinner Ladies fame as Gerald, 
Bobby Schofield (Lomper) and Martin 
Miller (Dave). 

All bear striking resemblances to 


their film characters and, for the most 
part, had the accents off to a tee. 

There were audible gasps at Lom- 
per’s suicide attempt, oohs as Guy 
showed off his rear, aahs at the terrific 
performance of Raif Clark as Gaz’s son 
Nathan — and screams from delight¬ 
ed women at a finale that revealed the 
naked truth. 

The Full Monty runs at The Grand 
until Saturday (November 29). 

Mark Shipp 

Classic is 
brought to 
the stage 

To Kill A Mockingbird, 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham 

A CLASSIC American 
novel gets an efficient trans¬ 
formation into a poignant 
play in this production. 

The fine ensemble conjure 
the claustrophobic feel of a 
dirt poor Deep South town, 
as a racist miscarriage of 
justice is played out before 
the innocent, unsentimental 
eyes of tomboy Scout, her 
brother Jem and friend Dill 
(on Tuesday played superbly 
by Rosie Boore, Billy Price 
and Milo Panni). 

On a stark wooden stage 
dominated by a tree, the 
actors create Harper Lee’s 
blend of southern gothic and 
courtroom drama. Music by 
Phil King creates a delightful 
frame to the scenes. 

Daniel Betts radiates de¬ 
cency as Scout’s father, At- 
ticus Finch, the lawyer who 
knows that even proving a 
black man’s innocence may 
not be enough to get him 
acquitted in 1930s Alabama. 
Director Timothy Sheader 
does the book justice and 
his production received a 
standing ovation at the Alex, 
where it continues until Sat¬ 
urday (November 29). LB 


Poozies 

perform 

perfectly 


REVIEWS 



Hackney soul singer Paloma Faith in action at Wolverhampton 

Funky diva is back to 
her best at Civic Hall 


The Poozies 
MAC, Birmingham 

THE Poozies turned up on 
stage at MAC Birmingham 
looking like four friends on a 
girls’ night out but with one 
major exception, these la¬ 
dies had brought their own 
entertainment. 

Mary Macmaster on elec¬ 
tro harp, Sally Barker on gui¬ 
tar, Eilidh Shaw on fiddle and 
Mairearad Green on accordi¬ 
on are an absolute delight 
to listen to and the 90 min¬ 
ute set they did just flew by, 
leaving you wanting more. 

Their mixture of self- 
penned and traditionally ar¬ 
ranged Scottish, Gaelic, folk 
and country-style music is 
executed with such ease of 
precision and with their har¬ 
monised singing it is simply 
a joy to sit back and let their 
music wash over you. 

Each of the Poozies has 
an impressive career out¬ 
side of the band playing with 
some of the most skilled mu¬ 
sicians on the circuit and in¬ 
dividually they are amongst 
the finest of players but it’s 
when they come together, 
that the magic that is The 
Poozies happens. 

Danny Farragher 


Paloma Faith, 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall 

JUST weeks after being in 
hospital, funky diva Paloma 
Faith was back to her feisty, 
energetic and soulful best to 
treat a full house Civic Hall 
audience to a night to re¬ 
member on Saturday. 

Her latest album A Perfect 
Contradiction, now out in 
an ‘Outsiders Edition’ en¬ 
hanced by extra tracks, pro¬ 
vided the material. Its blend 
of retro soul, funky grooves 
and modern R&B struck a 
chord with an audience who 
didn’t seem to mind the ab¬ 
sence of her earlier hits. 

Paloma looked stunning 


with a blonde 60s hair¬ 
style and short, pom-pom 
trimmed Natalia Kaut dress. 
She duetted with Brett Den- 
nen on Van Morrison’s Crazy 
Love. Californian Dennen, a 
Where’s Wally? look-alike, 
makes up for his lack of sar¬ 
torial elegance with a gentle 
voice and fine songs re¬ 
vealed during his support 
slot. 

Paloma’s show reached 
its climax with a storming 
cover version of Ike and 
Tina Turner’s River Deep 
Mountain High, Can’t Rely 
On You and her first UK 
Nol (achieved with Sigma) 
Changing. LB 


Express & Star 


Thousands have already flocked to the Show! 

...have you? 
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IAMQ 


Review your new car by video before you test drive! 




DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP 
- DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 

• Video reviews 
• Dealership information 
• Latest manufacturer offers 

expressandstar.com/drivetime 
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Respected astrologer and 
journalist has died aged 84 


Bishop backs 
advent calender 

A CHARITY advent calender being sold to 
help raise money for a baby clinic in Kenya 
is being supported by the Bishop of Worces¬ 
ter. 

The Rt Revd Dr John Inge is backing 
the Real Advent Calendar produced by the 
Meaningful Chocolate Company. 

Officials are hoping to fund equipment 
for a baby clinic in Kenya by donating 
£10,000 from the sales. 

Behind the calender’s first giant window 
is a 32-page Christmas story-activity book¬ 
let designed to be used every day in Advent. 

The booklet gives more detail about the 
Christmas story and has seven advent chal¬ 
lenges. 

The calendar also comes with 25 Fair¬ 
trade Belgian chocolates and a line of the 
Christmas story behind each of the foiled 
windows. 

The Real Advent Calendar costs £3.99 
and can be purchased by visiting the web¬ 
site www.realadvent.co.uk 


AN ASTROLOGER who forecast the 
Zeebrugge ferry disaster has died, 
aged 84. 

Dennis Elwell of Stourbridge had feared 
shipping companies’ safety procedures 
were not adequate. 

Two weeks after P&O Ferries wrote to him 
dismissing his warning, their ship the Herald 
of Free Enterprise capsized off Zeebrugge, Bel¬ 
gium, in 1987. More than 190 people died in the 
tragedy, which led to new safety regulations in 
the British ferry industry. 

Mr Elwell had also made predictions about 
dangers facing underground transport. In the 
same year there was a devastating fire in Lon¬ 
don’s King’s Cross station - something he had 


warned of in an interview with The Chronicle’s 
sister newspaper the Express & Star. 

Sceptics criticised the basis for his predictions 
but Mr Elwell appeared on the BBC’s Kilroy pro¬ 
gramme in 1987 and featuring in a Channel 4 
documentary, Witness, in 2000 which examined 
the rising influence of astrology. 

The father-of-four taught himself the basics 
of astrology before having an article he wrote on 
reincarnation published in the magazine Predic¬ 
tion at the age of 19. This set him on the path to 
a long career writing regularly for American As¬ 
trology, lecturing all over the world and writing 
a book and numerous articles on the subject. He 
set up a problem-solving consultancy, helping 
many people including celebrities, and also pro¬ 
vided teaching to budding astrologers through 


his distance learning course. His 1987 work 
Cosmic Loom is a recommended text among as¬ 
trologers. 

Mr Elwell also worked for 30 years as a jour¬ 
nalist on the County Express, which later be¬ 
came the Stourbridge News. 

He had lived in the Stourbridge area all his 
life and had recently moved to Abele View Care 
Home, where he was receiving round the clock 
support for vascular dementia. 

Yet right up until the last few days of his life, 
Mr Elwell had fascinated staff by explaining the 
thinking behind theories of the stars and their 
influence on human lives. 

Sarah Smith, one of Mr Elwell’s four children, 
said: “My father was an original thinker who 
was widely respected in his field.” 


Benefits change 
debt warning 

CHANGES to benefits will mean thou¬ 
sands of council house tenants fall into 
debt. 

An organisation in charge of council 
housing is warning people that they face 
being evicted unless they keep on top of 
their money as a new system sees them 
paid into their bank accounts, instead of 
benefits going to their landlords. Wolver¬ 
hampton Homes expects that Universal 
Credit will eventually affect around 8,500 
of tenants in its 23,000 homes. 

There were half a million working age 
people on benefits in February this year in 
the West Midlands. They included 30,125 
in Dudley. 

Universal Credit is replacing Jobseek¬ 
er’s Allowance, housing benefit, working 
tax credit, child tax credit, employment 
and support allowance and income sup¬ 
port. 



Bliss family group 
on hunt for packers 


Yvonne Artiss with youngest Bliss member Lexi Haffner 

A CHARITY that supports families whose children spent 
time in neonatal or intensive care units will be holding a 
fundraising bag pack at Sainsbury’s Merry Hill. 

Dudley Bliss were selected as the supermarket’s charity 
of the year back in July and, on December 20 and 21, par¬ 
ent-volunteers will be in store holding a bag-packing event 
to raise as much money as possible. 

The search is also on for any extra volunteers willing to 
lend a hand for the day. 

Parent-volunteer Stacey Tyler-Crisp said: “If anyone can 
help please get in touch as we need more than 10 people to 
add to our current list of bag packers to make the event 
possible.” 

Earlier this month, staff members Laura Tolley and 
Yvonne Artiss visited Dudley Bliss to take part in a baby 
sensory session where they handed over £100 worth of sen¬ 
sory toys bought from the money they had raised. Anyone 
interested in helping out can call dudleybliss@live.co.uk or 
visit www.dudleybliss.org. 

The charity launched in April 2009. 

Helicopter patrol 
along power lines 

HELICOPTER patrols are being carried out across the 
Black Country and Worcestershire as part of checks on 
power lines. 

Western Power Distribution (WPD) will be doing inspec¬ 
tion work during December and January. The helicopters 
will be used to spot potential hazards on the high voltage 
overhead network. 

Robin Tutcher, Chief Pilot at WPD, said: “Using a hel¬ 
icopter for patrols is the safest, fastest and most effective 
way to carry out checks on large sections of the network. 

“Taking this bird’s eye view enables us to check large 
areas quickly. We’re able to spot potential hazards early so 
that our engineers can plan investment and maintenance 
work more effectively, and do any necessary work before it 
causes problems for our customers.” 

The patrols will be on the look-out for trees growing into 
overhead lines, which cause problems in stormy weather. 


TOTFH fUPPUCS 

The BEST trade/DIY prices in town 

m 


Kitchens • Bathrooms 




Visit our showroom 
for our FREE no 
obligation 
quotation and 
design service 


• fascia/ soffits • Guttering 
• Ulaste • Water Service 


Also available in STOCK 

• Drainage • Plumbing • Windows Doors and Conservatories 

• Internal Cladding • SIIICOAS • CASTIAGS • AACIUAMGS 


Unit I. City estate. Corngreaves Road 
Cradley Heath 1364 7EP Tel: 01384 573903 


Opem 

men • fri 8am - 5pm 
Sat 8am -12 floon 
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Children living in cold homes are more 
likely to suffer from asthma, bronchitis 
and other respiratory illnesses 

Don't put your own or your family's 
health at risk this winter 

Call Dudley's winter warmth service on 

01384 817086 


Dudley 

Metropolitan Borough Council •m 


Winter warmth 
support 

keep warm, keep well 


czs 




Are you a 
member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good 
news story? 

Do you need to 
promote an event 
for a charity or a 
local good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle 
needs local news stories for 
your local paper for you the 
local reader. 

Please call the 
chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 


Fares to rise for ring and ride bus service 

RING and ride buses are having their will go to £2. But the Sunday service Wolverhampton, Sandwell, Walsall, 
funding slashed by £700,000 with scrapped this year will be brought Birmingham, Coventry and Solihull, 
fares to use them in the evening set back, with a £2 charge. Earlier this year the 60p fare went 

to double. The £1 for using it Monday to Fri- up to £1. 

Council leaders in the West Mid- day before 7pm is fixed. Councillor Richard Worrall, who 

lands will give £7.8 million to run the Around 22,000 people use the had previously led a 56,000 name pe- 
service next year, down from £8.5m door-to-door minibuses, operated by tition against cuts, said council and 
for the current year. It will mean the charity West Midlands Special Needs transport bosses were ‘making the 
£1 fare for using the service after 7pm Transport. It runs across Dudley, best of a bad situation’. 


Hospital trust says 
sorry to victims of 
jailed neurosurgeon 


THE hospital trust that employed 
a neurosurgeon who committed 
multiple sex offences against 
vulnerable female patients has 
apologised to his victims. 

University Hospitals Birmingham 
NHS Foundation Trust admitted it 
may have missed a chance to stop Na- 
fees Hamid and offered ‘an unreserved 
apology’ to six of its former patients 
after the consultant neurosurgeon’s 
conviction. 



Hamid , who 
has been jailed 
for 16 years, was 
previously an 
award-winning 
specialist neuro¬ 
surgeon at the 
city’s Queen Eliz¬ 
abeth and Priory 
Hospitals. 

The trust 
said an email 
complaining of 
‘inappropriate 
behaviour’ by 
Sex offender Nafees Hamid ™ s _ s ™ 4 
Hamid has been jailed t0 14 ln 200 ?' b “ 
never raised with 

senior managers, in breach of its policies. 

The email was only brought to the at¬ 
tention of hospital bosses when the woman 
again contacted the trust in November last 
year, during the police investigation into 
Hamid’s offending. 

Hamid’s offending took place between 
2012 and 2013 at the city’s private Priory 
Hospital and the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, 
which is run by the NHS trust. 

The trust said the complaint was dealt 
with by an employee who sought an expla¬ 
nation from Hamid, which was accepted. 
However, in a statement it added: “The pol¬ 
icy and guidance in place at the time stated 
that a complaint of this nature should have 
been escalated and investigated according 
to trust procedure rather than being dealt 
with at source.” 

A spokesman said: “The trust accepts 
that by not following proper procedures in 
dealing with the 2009 complaint, an oppor¬ 
tunity was potentially missed to prevent 
the subsequent offences that occurred. For 
this, we offer an unreserved apology to Na¬ 
fees Hamid’s victims.” 

Dame Julie Moore, the trust’s chief exec¬ 
utive, said an inquiry would continue. 


Call for anti-freeze action 



Veterinary nurse Nicola Bond with pet cat Poppy is backing the campaign 


VETS have made calls changes to 
be made to anti-freeze products, to 
protect people’s pets from harm. 

Staff at White Cross Vets, in Re¬ 
gent Street, Tividale, say they have 
treated several pets in recent weeks 
who have ingested the sweet-tasting 
liquid and died from kidney failure 
as a result. They are now urging 
people to sign a petition calling on 
manufactures to add a bittering 
agent to make the taste less appeal¬ 
ing to pets. 

Clinic director Bonnie Leibowitch 
said: “We see too many poisoned 
pets across our practices every year 
who are in distress after swallowing 


antifreeze either as a terrible acci¬ 
dent or a malicious act of cruelty. 

“The deadly ingredient Ethylene 
Glycol is highly toxic and because 
of its sweet taste it is especially 
appealing to pets but just one tea¬ 
spoon is enough to kill a cat and a 
tablespoon will kill a dog.” 

Naomi Fountain, whose pet cat 
Mischief died of antifreeze poison¬ 
ing in 2009, is petitioning the Gov¬ 
ernment to change existing laws. 

She said: “Currently our petition 
has over 20,000 signatures.” 

To sign it or to get more informa¬ 
tion visit www.whitecrossvets.co.uk 
or call (01384) 884 141. 


Plans in motion 
for 2015 Black 
Country festival 


THE team behind the first 
Black Country festival are 
inviting applications from 
people hoping to host events 
in 2015. 

Tens of thousands of 
people enjoyed hundreds of 
themed events marking of¬ 
ficial Black Country Day on 
July 14. 

Organisers are already 
planning an even bigger 
event for next year. 

Showcase 

Committee member Ste¬ 
phen Pitts said: “We were 
delighted with the reaction 
of the public, not just at the 
showcase event in Dudley 
but at all the other events 


that went on throughout the 
four boroughs and in par¬ 
ticular the number of peo¬ 
ple who had their own Black 
Country themed parties.” 

He added: “The backing 
the public has given the fes¬ 
tival in its inaugural year 
has put us in a very strong 
position to approach vari¬ 
ous partners and councils 
across the Black Country to 
help put on something truly 
special next year.” 

Anyone with an act, a 
stall or an event they would 
like to be included in next 
year’s festival should email 
info@blackcountryfestival. 
co.uk with details. 


Parcel firm is to 
deliver festive 
boost for jobs 


SIX hundred jobs have been 
created at a parcel delivery 
firm’s sorting centre to deal 
with the Christmas rush. 

Yodel, which has a main 
sorting centre on the Willen- 
hall-Darlaston border, has 
created the seasonal roles, 
which include warehouse 
staff and drivers. 

Bosses say they have al¬ 
ready filled 450 vacancies 
and are looking for an addi¬ 
tional 150 sorting staff for 
its centre in Owen Road. 

The company, which han¬ 
dles more than 145 million 
parcels per year, is recruit¬ 
ing 5,000 part-time and full¬ 
time staff across the UK in 
preparation for the Christ¬ 


mas peak, when it expects to 
handle up a million parcels 
a day. 

Bosses say that although 
these are seasonal positions 
for the festive period, many 
of the roles could become 
permanent. 

Yodel executive chairman 
Dick Stead said: “Many of 
the vacancies are flexible 
and perfect for those who 
want to fit work around 
families, or who have retired 
but want to remain active 
and earn some extra cash. 

“Others are full-time and 
we expect many people to 
stay on beyond December.” 
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Welcome to the Express & Star Shop 

We have everything you need for winter, taking all of the hassle out of preparing for the festive season and colder weather. With our 
range of value for money products there will be something for everyone and with savings that you will struggle to match on the High 
Street. Take a look at the new ladies relax at home onesie’s, the ultimate in relaxation. As you plan to venture outdoors this winter, 
ensure you keep warm and dry with our range of men’s shoes and clothing. Most importantly, keep an eye out for the great gift logo 
- we’ve handpicked our favourite items which we’re sure will make someone’s Christmas extra special! 

There’s so much more online too - why not pay a visit to www.expressandstarshop.co.uk. 


RADIO CONTROLLED MAHOGANY FINISH CLOCKS 


From only £69.99 
Save up to £20 

Add a touch of class to your 
home with these mahogany 
finish clocks. The Thorncroft 
wall clock features a classic 
gold coloured dial with 
Roman numeral five minute 
markers, elegant pendulum, 
Westminster chime and 
black metal scrolled hands. 
Measures H62 x W29 x 
D11 cm and requires 4 x 
AA batteries (not supplied). 
The Redbridge mantle 
clock features silver chapter 
ring, black metal hands on 
a gold coloured dial and 
scroll detailing surrounding 
the clock face. Measures 
H26xW22xD11.5cm and 
requires 4 x AA batteries 
(not supplied). Each clock 
is radio-controlled, meaning 
that it will automatically 
set the correct time by 
synchronising with a radio 
transmitter to guarantee 
complete accuracy. There’s 
also a volume control, low 
battery indicator and night 
time automatic shut off to 
help conserve power. 



Product 

Code 

Was 

Price 

Save 

Thorncroft Pendulum Wall Clock 

D8034 

£134.99 

£114.99 

£20 

Redbridge Mantle Clock 

D8035 

£84.99 

£69.99 

£15 

4 x AA Duracell Batteries 

D1841 

- 

£3.49 

- 



D8035 


Thorncroft 


Redbridge 


pendulum 


mantle 


wall clock 


clock 



WAX FLAMELESS LED 
CANDLES 3 PACK 

Only £14.99 Was £24.99 Save £10 

Enjoy the soft light and ambience of a traditional candle without the 
mess of melted wax and the risk of an open flame. Ideal for use in 
households with children or animals and features a realistic flickering 
mode to create the perfect atmosphere for your home. They are made 
from real wax with a melted look top, and there are a dozen great 
colours to choose from via the user-friendly remote control. Each candle 
requires 3 x AAA batteries. 

D7953 LED Candles 

D1842 4 x AAA Duracell Batteries £3.49 


UNISEX ALL- 
WEATHER BOOTS 


Only £19.99 Was £39.99 Save £20 
Buy any two pairs for £35 


Be prepared for another long, cold winter with these wonderfully cosy 
waterproof boots. With slip-resistant soles, you’ll be ready to go every 
morning, rain or snow. Featuring a zip front with an extra Velcro fastening 
strap and a warm fleece-lined inner, they are comfortable enough to wear 
all day long. These boots are perfect for a trip to the shops, walking the dog 
and simply enjoying the outdoors. Available in black or navy faux leather 
and camel or ruby faux suede, in ladies sizes 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, and men’s 
sizes 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12. 


great 


gift 



BUFFET WARMER 

Only £29.99 Was £59.99 Save £30 

This catering quality buffet warming tray is ideal for parties, family 
gatherings and barbecues. Featuring three warming trays, each with a 1.42 
litre capacity, this powerful 180W device features variable heat settings 
and sturdy plastic lids for each compartment. You can also remove the top 
section completely to reveal a large flat surface that’s ideal for keeping hors 
d’oeuvres warm and ready to eat. With a brushed stainless steel finish and 
cool touch handles it has a maximum operating temperature of 85°C and 
measures L49 x W26 x HI 0cm. 

D6405 



Remington 


TITANIUM-X SHAVER 

Only £69.99 Was £129.99 Save £60 


Featuring Remington’s revolutionary titanium coated blades, the shaver 
uses flex and pivot technology blades plus a self-adjusting pivot which 
allows the head to follow the angles of your neck, chin and jaw line 
perfectly. Providing 60 minutes of usage on a single 120 minute charge, 
it has an LCD display that shows when the shaver needs to be recharged 
and can even be charged for 5 minutes for a quick shave. Simply wash 
under a tap to keep clean. Comes complete with travel pouch, charging 
stand and lead plus two year manufacturer’s warranty. 

D5617 


ORDER HOTLINE 0871 911 7011 

* Calls cost 10 pence per minute from a standard BT landline. Calls from other networks and mobiles may vary. * * EXPRESSANDSTARSHOP.CO.UK 

___ 
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LADIES EPILATOR 

Only £19.99 Was £39.99 
Save £20 

Remove hair instantly from delicate 
areas like the underarms, upper 
lip, cheeks and chin. This clever 
device removes hair from the root 
which stops it from growing back 
for weeks and even encourages hair 
depletion. A high-speed rotating 
epilation head ensures thorough 
removal of even the shortest of 
hairs, leaving a silky smooth finish. 
Can also be used for eyebrows, 
bikini line and leg touch-ups. 
Compact and cordless. 

Requires 2 x AAA batteries 
(included). 

D5714 







LADIES RELAX AT HOME ONESIE 

Only £12.99 Was £39.99 Save £25 
Buy two for £19.99 

These fantastic onesies are made from luxuriously soft fleece to keep you warm and cosy. Perfect for lazing 
around the house, the front zip design makes them easy to put on and so comfortable you’ll not want to take 
them off! The perfect gift for your loved one, they feature elasticated leg and sleeve cuffs and two front zip 
pockets for keeping essential items close to hand and easy to find. Fully machine washable, you can choose 
from striking pink and black stripe, pink multicolour polka dot or purple and white polka dot. 

Made from 100% polyester and available in sizes 8/10,12/14,16/18, 20/22, 24/26. 


* • •. *• 



Pink, multi dots 
D6850, size 8/10 
D6851, size 12/14 
D6852, size 16/18 


Pink, black stripe 
D6855, size 8/10 
D6856, size 12/14 
D6857, size 16/18 


Purple, white dot 
D6831, size 8/10 
D6846, size 12/14 
D6847, size 16/18 



# ft 

1 

D6853, size 20/22 

D6858, size 20/22 

D6848, size 20/22 

beautiful y/w 


D6854, size 24/26 

D6859, size 24/26 

D6849, size 24/26 



MULTI MUSIC CENTRE PLAYER 


Just £229.99 Was £299.99 Save £70 

Listen to all your favourite music formats and record songs onto CD, SD 
or USB without the need for a PC. This multi-function player and recorder 
allows you to play vinyl, CDs, cassettes, radio and other external devices 
and record them all at the touch of a button to your chosen digital media. 
Featuring a turntable for your 33s, 45s and 78s, an FM radio with a fine 
tuning dial and integral aerial and a twin front-loading CD player with built-in 
recording function, plus there’s even a cassette deck. The aux-in function 
allows you to play and record other devices such as reel to reel, 8 track 
cassettes and MP3 Players through your music centre and record these 
digitally also. 

Measures W31 x D30 x HI 9cm, speakers measure W14 x D13 x FI22cm. 

D7253 Multi Music Centre 
GF666 Spare Stylus £9.99 



LUXURY RECLINING MASSAGE CHAIR AND FOOT STOOL 



Our luxury reclining massage chair has been expertly designed to offer complete comfort and relaxation. The chair reclines so that you can find your 
perfect position before allowing the soothing massage function to target your back, lumbar and thighs. There are five great massage modes and two 
intensity levels to choose from via the remote control. The plush bonded leather-faced upholstery is available in a choice of brown and cream, and 
there’s a matching foot stool to add even more comfort. It is also available without the massage function for just £179.99. Max user weight: 120kg. Chair 
measures H98 x W76 x L76cm and the foot stool measures H41 x W49 x L44cm. 

Reclining chair with massage function Reclining chair without massage function 

D7918 Brown £229.99 was £399.99 save £170 PH* D7920 Brown £179.99 was £299.99 save £120 PH* 

D7919 Cream £229.99 was £399.99 save £170 PP* D7921 Cream £179.99 was £299.99 save £120 PP* 



OSCILLATING 


HALOGEN 


HEATERS 


Only £39.99 
Buy one get one free 


State-of-the-art halogen tubes 
are built into this beautifully 
composite moulded, ‘cool- 
touch’ casing mounted on 
a clever oscillating base to 
warm any room within minutes. 

Running costs are from an 
amazing five pence per hour and 
the simple one-touch operating 
buttons provide three levels of heat (400W/800W/1200W). Use it safely 
in most parts of the home thanks to the built-in overheat protection, grill 
security and anti-fall security features. 


1200W 


Measures W29 x H52 x D21 cm. Available in a choice of black and white. 


Also available is a twin pack of spare tubes for your halogen heater for just 
£4.99. 


D5735 Halogen Heater - White 
D5736 Halogen Heater - Black 
D6209 Two Pack Spare Halogen Tubes £4.99 


ILLUMINATED WHITE BLOSSOM TREE 

From only £19.99 Save up to £100 

Perfect for festive illumination, our range of decorative blossom tree 
lighting is sure to bring a touch of elegance to your home this Christmas. 
The glow of the white LEDs will bring the blossom tree to life in the 
evenings and is sure to add a warm, seasonal ambience wherever you 
place it. 

These blossom trees are a great alternative to a more traditional Christmas 
tree or simply as an extra decoration. Available in four sizes; choose the 
1.8m or 2.5m options to make an instant impression in your garden, or 
purchase the 45cm or 80cm trees to suit a coffee or side table indoors. 
Mains powered. Five metre cable. 
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D8065 

j D8022 

1.8m Tree 

i 2.5m Tree 



Illuminated white blossom tree 


D8022 

2.5m (600 LED) 

£99.99 

was £199.99 

Save £100 

D8065 

1.8m (400 LED) 

£79.99 

was £159.99 

Save £80 

D8023 

80cm (128 LED) 

£39.99 

was £79.99 

Save £40 

D8024 

45cm (40 LED) 

£19.99 

was £59.99 

Save £40 


Express & Star Order online at expressandstarshop.co.uk - 

































WINTER special 







10 LITRE DESICCANT DEHUMIDIFIER 

Only £149.99 Was £249.99 Save £100 

Remove excess moisture from the air and eliminate mould growth, damp 
and musty odours in your home with this high performance 650W electric 
dehumidifier. It has a rotor design and uses desiccant, a special humidity¬ 
absorbing material, to quietly extract up to 10 litres of moisture from the air 
each day. It can also operate at cooler temperatures than many dehumidifiers, 
making it ideal for use during winter in garages or sheds as well as in your 
home. There’s a built-in ioniser filter mode to help purify the air by removing 
dust and larger pollutant particles and there’s a laundry mode that provides 
hot or warm air to dry clothes faster. Other features include a removable 3.5 
litre water tank with auto shut-off, three speed settings, timer and automatic 
louvre. Measures H48 x W30 x D18cm. Mains powered. 

D7926 



Fitting easily under your sheets these luxurious electric blankets heat 
up quickly, providing constant warmth. Keeping you lovely and warm 
on the coldest of nights, they feature three heat settings, a heat level 
indicator and removable power cords for hand washing. The blankets 
are available in a choice of soft standard polyester lining or cosy fleece 
lining and come in three sizes; single, double and king. The single 
blanket is heated by a 50W element and comes with a detachable 
controller, while the double and king sizes feature two 50W elements 
and two controllers, allowing you to always keep your half of the bed at 
the perfect temperature. 


Cosy Fleece 


Product 

Code 

Was 

Price 

Save 

Lining 


Standard Single 

D6671 

£39.99 

£19.99 

£20 



Standard Double 

D6672 

£49.99 

£29.99 

£20 

P •-^ 


Standard King 

D6673 

£59.99 

£39.99 

£20 



Fleece Single 

D6674 

£44.99 

£29.99 

£15 


Fleece Double 

D6675 

£54.99 

£39.99 

£15 


Fleece King 

D6676 

£64.99 

£49.99 

£15 



A great centrepiece for any gathering, this cheese knife set allows you to 
present and serve cheese with style. The cheeseboard features a clever 
integrated sliding drawer which holds two specialist cheese-cutting 
knives, cheese server and fork. Each utensil is expertly crafted with 
ergonomic wooden handles and non-stick coated stainless steel blades 
for effortless slicing and easy cleaning. Dimensions: W22 x H20 x D4cm. 



DELUXE SINGLE AND DOUBLE FOLDING GUEST BEDS 


Only £129.99 Save up to £150 





Mahogany Light oak Fabric cover 


This folding guest bed provides extra sleeping space to any visitors. When not in use, simply fold the bed into an 
upright position and move away using its castors to store neatly. Measures W79 x HI 86 x D38cm open and W73 
x HI 06 x D30cm when closed. The double guest bed measures LI 95 x W122 x H30cm. Choose from a fabric 
cover or one of our attractive wooden cupboards that allow your bed to blend seamlessly into the room as though 
it were a cabinet. Available in light oak or mahogany, each cabinet measures W92 x H114 x D37cm and slides 
neatly away from the wall to allow access to the bed. Please note that the cabinets are available for the single 
folding guest bed only. 


Code 

Description 

Our price 

Was 

Save 

D6680 

Folding guest bed - single 

£129.99 

£179.99 

£50 PH* 

D7514 

Folding guest bed - double 

£129.99 

£279.99 

£150 IN* 

D6681 

Single bed fabric cover 

£9.99 



D6733 

Single cabinet - light oak 

£99.99 

£129.99 

£30 m* 

D6734 

Single cabinet - mahogany 

£79.99 

£129.99 

£50 HR* 

D7515 

Double bed fabric cover 

£9.99 







This superb music centre in a retro 1930’s style has six major functions - all in one compact and attractive unit. 

The stereo gramophone is ideal for your 33s, 45s or 78s and there is also an AM/FM radio, a CD player and a 
cassette deck. What’s more, you can record and store all your favourite tunes on your PC, using the integrated USB 
connection and PC software included, allowing you to preserve your precious recordings to PC or play on your MP3 
player. Also included is an aux-in function that allows you to play other devices through your music centre, using 
the built-in stereo speakers. The unit arrives complete, so no untidy wires or construction. 

D3939 Music Centre Oak D6509 Music Centre Black GF666 Spare Stylus £9.99 


Title(Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ 
Address_ 


Return to: Express & Star Shop (45293), P0 Box 87, Brecon, LD3 3BE 


PLEASE SEND ME 


Tel. (for queries only)_ 


I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG Airflo for £_ 

Or please debit my card £_, □ Mastercard dl Visa dl Maestro Issue No._ 

My card number is: 



PC 

STAGE CHARGES-Pie. 

ase insert as appl 

cable 

Standard 

P&P 

Northern Ireland, Isle of 
Man, Highlands & Islands, 
BFPO 

Channel Islands, 
Scilly Isles & Bre 

Items marked 

£3.95 

£6.95 

£9.95 

£9.95** 


Express & Star 

Ordering is so easy 

Complete your order on the form provided and return it to 
Express & Star Shop 45293, P0 Box 87, Brecon, LD3 3BE. 

You can also place your order on your own notepaper. 

If you are a MASTERCARD, VISA or MAESTRO cardholder, you can 
call our sales order hotline on 0871 911 7011* quoting offer code 45293 
seven days a week. 

When ordering, we suggest you write down your order beforehand as 
this makes the order process even quicker. 

Web: www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 

All orders are normally delivered by private courier service within 7 days. 

If you have not received your order within 21 days please notify us. i 

‘Calls cost lOp pm from a BT landline. You may be charged a connection fee. Mobile & other providers’ charges may vary. Offer applies to UK mainland only. Subject to availability. Allow up to 7 working days for delivery. Price will be refunded if item is returned unused within 14 working days of receipt. For shoe and clothing items only, price will be refunded if unused items are returned (in mint condition) within 30 da 
Goods supplied and fulfilled by BVG-Airflo Ltd. When you respond, Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box ■ if you do not want to he 
from selected third parties and ticking this box ■ if you do not want to hear from Midland News Association Ltd. Full terms at www.expressandstarshop.co.uk. Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 1 st June and 1 st September 2014. 


• Applicable postage 
TOTAL 


Timed, Express & International Deliveries from £6.45 


For customers ordering via the internet or telephone we offer a range of timed, express and 
international delivery services. Please order online or telephone to use these services. 


**Due to product weight and courier limitations we are 
unable to deliver outside mainland UK, to Scottish High¬ 
lands, Isles or BFPO addresses. 


Call 0871 911 701T Quote 45293 8AM-8PM7DAYSAWEEK 

*Calls cost lOp per minute from a standard BT landline. Calls from other networks and mobiles may vary. 



Order by post 

using the form above 
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WINTER special 



GENUINE HAND STITCHED LEATHER SHOES WITH LEATHER 


SOLES 


Oxford Lace-Up 

It’s the simple but smart 
style of this shoe that 
makes it so popular. 

Black (BOX) Brown (BOR) 


Only £39.99 

Buy one pair get one pair free 

OUTSTANDING VALUE! All 
styles feature fine leather 
uppers and the soles are 
hand-stitched as well as glued 
- a unique feature not found in 
other shoes at this great price. 
Buy any pair from this quality 
range of shoes and choose 
a second pair, any style, any 
colour. 


Available in sizes 5,6, 6V2,7, 
71/2,8, 8V2,9,91/2,10,11,12,13. 


Chelsea Boots 

Featuring side stretch panels 
and pull-on tab. 

Black (CCK) Brown (OCR) 


Casual Slip-On 

A casual loafer with easy 
slip-on access. 

Black (BMK) Brown (BMR) 


Traditional Brogue 

A superb stitched and 
punched dress shoe. 

Black (BBK) Brown (BBR) 


A traditional casual shoe with a classic feel. 

Suede (LFS) 

Black (LFK) 

Brown (LFR) 


Penny Loafer 


MEN’S THERMAL CHINOS 

Only £29.99 

Buy one pair get one FREE 

With classic chino styling, soft fleece 
lining, two slant pockets, belt loops and 
two back button pockets, these traditional 
favourites provide the perfect solution for 
the colder seasons. An additional hidden 
expanding waist offers an extra two inches of give, 
enabling you to move and stretch with ease. 

Sizes: 

Leg 27” 29” 31” 33”, 

Waist 32” 34” 36” 38” 40” 42” 44” 46” 48”. 




C141DB Fawn 


C141BB Blue 


Cl 41RS Red 


C141GR Graphite 


Cl 41 NY Navy 



8-24X50 ZOOM 


BINOCULARS 


Just £19.99 Was £99.99 Save £80 


Featuring a 
zoom dial that 
allows you to 
zoom from 8x 
to up to 24x 
magnification 
at the touch of 
a button, giving 
a phenomenal 
2400% 
magnification. 

The 50mm 
objective lenses 
combined with 
top quality 

prism system provide crystal clear vision, every time. Encased in 
a strong rubber armoured body and complete with protective lens 
covers. Using a tripod will enhance performance. Comes complete 
with carry case, lens cleaning cloth and neck strap. 


Dimensions (W) 19 x (FI) 20 x (D) 8cm. 

D5879 


50X600 ZENNOX 
TELESCOPE 

Only £29.99 Was £79.99 Save £50 

See the stars like never before with 
this incredible telescope. Perfect 
for keen astronomers and wildlife enthusiasts 
alike, you will be amazed at the crystal clear detail you get with this 
exceptional 50x600 refractor telescope. Boasting a useful 2x24 
finder scope, it has a sturdy adjustable aluminium tripod that adjusts 
in height from 78cm to 132cm for greater stability and comes 
complete with protective lens cover and 12 month manufacturer’s 
guarantee. 

Measures L59 x W42cm. 

D6815 







rm 


These are available in comfortable thermal lined leisure 
trousers in a choice of four colours. Stylish and practical 
with an adjustable drawstring waist and button fastening 
for all day comfort, they feature two front hand pockets and 
rear pocket. Made from super soft machine washable 65% 
polyester 35% cotton, they are a must for the colder months 
ahead. 

Available in sizes; 

Waist 32” 34” 36” 38” 40” 42” 44” 46” 48” 

Leg 27” 29” 31” 33” 


THERMAL LINED LEISURE 
TROUSERS 


Only £14.99 

Buy any two pairs for just £24.99 


CS415 Graphite 


CS433 Red 




CS831 Navy 


BODYFIT EXERCISE 


Only £69.99 Was £129.99 Save £60 


Dimensions: F1110cm x 
L 82cm x W 51cm 


Maximum user 
weight: 100kg 


D6703 


BIKE 


Body 


fitness 


This is the perfect 
beginners 
exercise bike to 
help lose weight, 
burn calories and 


tone up. 


A built in computer 
monitor measures time, 
speed, distance and 
calories, so you can keep 
track of your progress. 
Developed from high 
quality materials it has 
been designed to allow 
for comfortable and 
reliable usage. 


This product comes with 
a one year guarantee. 
Features adjustable 
saddle height and 
resistance levels. 


4 Express & Star Order online at expressandstarshop.co.uk 






























WATS ON 23 


Detecting a gem 
available on DVD 

ON a comedy scene that 
seems to be getting in¬ 
creasingly cruel and vul¬ 
gar, recent rural sitcom 
Detectorists was a welcome 
dose of gently-paced whim¬ 
sy on BBC4. 

Written and directed by 
Mackenzie Crook (from 
The Office), he and Toby 
Jones (Infamous/Marvel¬ 
lous) play a pair of metal 
detector enthusiasts who 
think they are in with a 
chance of discovering a 
buried treasure of Stafford¬ 
shire Hoard proportions. 
They face competition from 
a rival metal detecting 
club, a bonkers landowner 
and flawed relationships 
with the opposite sex. 

A nicely acted ensemble 
piece in a market town set¬ 
ting, if not seen it is worth 
discovering now on DVD. 

Leon Burakowski 

South songs will 
fill the Civic Hall 

THE songs of The Beauti¬ 
ful South and new album 
What Have We Become will 
be heard by a full house at 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall 
on Friday for Paul Heaton 
and Jacqui Abbott. 

On Friday Peter Gabriel 
is at the LG Arena, Diver¬ 
sity dance at the NIA, and 
Gertcha duo Chas & Dave 
are at Birminghan Town 
Hall. Synth pop pair Era¬ 
sure have filled the Civic 
Hall on Saturday, the same 
night Wolverhampton’s 
Scott Matthews performs 
his haunting album Home 
Part 1 at Birmingham 
Town Hall. McBusted and 
Ed Sheeran are among Sat¬ 
urday’s acts at Free Radio 
Live at the LG Arena. 


Oh what a night as the Jersey 
Boys arrive for festive season 


Giving 
Peace 
a chance 


ROCK band Peace follow 
their acclaimed debut al¬ 
bum In Love with their 
second album, Happy 
People, on February 9. 

The guitar crashing 
lo-fi outfit bring their 
surly sound home to the 
West Midlands for a gig 
at Birmingham’s Insti¬ 
tute on January 24. 

Droitwich brothers 
Harry and Sam Koisser 
joined forces with Doug 
Castle and Dom Boyce 
at Worcester Sixth Form 
College. 

In 2014 the band played 
the main stage of Read¬ 
ing and Leeds festival, 
sold out numerous dates 
throughout the UK and 
released singles Money 
and Lost on Me. 

Fans of Bombay Bicycle 
Club will get a preview of 
the new songs with Peace 
due to support them at 
Wolverhampton Civic 
Hall on December 10. 



Happy People — Worcestershire rock band Peace are 
unveiling their ‘scuzzy but beautiful’ new album, mostly pro¬ 
duced by Arctic Monkeys and Kasabian producer Jim Abbiss 


JERSEY Boys has now been seen by over 19 million people world¬ 
wide and is firmly established as one of the London West End’s most 
popular shows. 

Now the show comes to Birmingham on tour, running at the New Alexandra 
Theatre from December 9 to January 4. 

It tells the remarkable true story of Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons and their rise to 
stardom from the wrong side of the track. These four boys from New Jersey became one of 


the most successful bands in pop history, wer 
and sold 175 milli on records worldwide, all 
before they turned 30. 

Telling their story from the 1950s to 70s, 
the show is packed with their hits, includ¬ 
ing Beggin’, Sherry, Walk Like A Man, De¬ 
cember, 1963 (Oh What a Night), Big Girls 
Don’t Cry, My Eyes Adored You, Let’s Hang 
On (To What We’ve Got), Bye Bye Baby, 
Can’t Take My Eyes Off You, Working My 
Way Back to You, Fallen Angel, Rag Doll 
and Who Loves You. 

Worldwide 

Jersey Boys is the winner of 55 major 
awards worldwide, including the Olivier 
Award for Best New Musical. The show 
originally opened on Broadway in 2006, re¬ 
ceiving the Tony Award for Best Musical. It 
is still running on Broadway, in Las Vegas 
and in the West End. 

Joining West End star Tim Driesen as 
Frankie Valli are Stephen Webb, Sam Fer- 
riday and Lewis Griffiths, playing Tommy 
DeVito, Bob Gaudio and Nick Massi re¬ 
spectively. Matt Corner will play the role of 
Frankie Valli at certain performances. Also 
in the cast will be Sean Kingsley as Gyp De- 
Carlo, Matt Gillett as Bob Crewe, Nathaniel 
Morrison as Barry Belson and Damian Bu- 
hagiar as Joey Pesci, the early fan and ‘go 
fer’ who became a movie star. 

The actual Frankie Valli brings the lat¬ 
est incarnation of The Four Seasons to Bir¬ 
mingham’s Genting Arena (formerly the 
LG) on July 2 next year. 


inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 



A scene from hit musical Jersey Boys 

Meanwhile, on Wednesday, December 3, 
the Robin 2 at Bilston hosts seated show 
Jersey Boy with Stephen James perform¬ 
ing the Frankie Valli story with the help of 
video projection. 

The Mount Pleasant venue has more nos¬ 
talgia on the way. From The Jam, featuring 
Jam bassist Bruce Foxton, celebrate the 
35-year-old Settings Sons album tomorrow 
night (Friday). Then Nick Dagger and The 
Counterfeit Stones want to spend the night 
together on Saturday. Bad Manners bring 
boisterous ska on December 11, Ray Jack¬ 
son’s Lindisfarne play on December 15 and 
it’s Merry Xmas Everybody from Dave Hill 
and Don Powell’s Slade on December 18. 


Popular ballet is a 
Christmas cracker 

IT’S beginning to feel a lot 
like Christmas... especially 
now that The Nutcracker 
is arriving at Birmingham 
Hippodrome. 

The Birmingham Royal 
Ballet’s annual festive 
treat for its home city is a 
feel-good seasonal spectac¬ 
ular and a much-loved part 
of the build up to Christ¬ 
mas in the West Midlands. 

It tells the story of a 
young girl, Clara, who is 
whisked off to a magical 
land on Christmas Eve 
after her brave Nutcracker 
soldier fights an army of 
rats. Highlights include the 
Dance of the Sugar Plum 
Fairy. 

Sir Peter Wright’s The 
Nutcracker, featuring the 
beautiful music of Tchaik¬ 
ovsky, will be staged from 
tomorrow (Friday) until 
December 13. 

Rocker Joe now 
faces worlds war 

HE dazzled the nation 
paying tribute to his rock 
heroes Led Zeppelin and 
Black Sabbath on The X 
Factor. Now former brick¬ 
layer and salesman Joe 
Whelan, from Wolver¬ 
hampton, is to appear at 
the LG Arena as part of 
the final arena tour for Jeff 
Wayne’s spectacular mu¬ 
sical version of War of the 
Worlds. 

The Martians arrive 
at the LG on Friday, De¬ 
cember 5. Joe features 
alongside Jason Dono¬ 
van, Westlife’s Brian Mc- 
Fadden, X Factor winner 
Shayne Ward, West End 
star Carrie Hope Fletcher, 
a string orchestra and a 
hologram of Liam Neeson. 







Great Bar***Great Food*** 
Great Enter lainmentr*. 


SATURDAY 29TH Np^EMBER 

A.K. FACE 




Friday 28 Saturday 29 & Sunday 30 November 

Come and enjoy some seasonal shopping in the fabulous setting of the Hall grounds where you’ll be able to sample and 
buy everything from our wide range of arts, craft and gift stalls with anything from jewellery and other accessories 
including handicrafts hand made cards, photography candles, aromatherapy products, through to ceramics and wood 
turning. Food and drink would include wine, real-food as well as chocolates andmany other confections. And there’s an 
extra special seasonal treat in the magnificent Mansion House. It will re-open especially during the Christmas Fair, 
offering you a glimpse of how the Victorians decorated their grand houses for Christmas. The house will be filled with 
fresh flowers and lit by the light of hundreds of candles-the piece de resistance being the magnificent candlelit 300-year- 
old chandelier. Shugborough Candlelit Mansion House will open from 11 am to 4pm with the downstairs area decorated 
throughout with fresh flowers, Christmas decorations and trees. 

The Fair is open between 10am - 4pm each day 

Shugborough Estate Milford Staffordshire ST17 OXB 

admission: £9 concessions: £7.50 (combined ticket includes admission to both House and Fair) 

Single tickets will be available to purchase at the gate on the day at a cost of £5 adults, £4 concessions 
children aged 12 and younger FREE if accompanied by an adult - admission discounts at oakleighfairs.co.uk/shugchrist 


supported by our chums ; 


oakleighfairs.co.uk 01206 263088 


Staf fordshire 

j LUC 


Probably the only small pets and 
animals motel in town 

• Small Pets Motel 

• Pet food and 
supplies sold 



Small friendly 
family business 

gl&SS 


Unit 8, Dudley Port Business Centre, Dudley Port DY4 7RQ 



3s0sMQs(kBd] SS 25©C3E7S 

Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


SALE NOW ON 

ALL AREAS COVERED... ALL AREAS COVERED... 



MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
®New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock »Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 

Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
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24 SATURDAY’S TV NOVEMBER 29 


CHOICE 



Aiysha Hart 


Atlantis 
(BBC1,8.15pm) 

Rather like the recent run of 
Doctor Who, at first glance it 
may appear that Atlantis is a 
classic teatime show that has 
somehow been shoehorned 
into a post-8pm slot by mistake. 
However, Sarah Parish, who 
plays the scheming Pasiphae, 
recently revealed that the 
makers knew the second series 
would be airing at a later time, 
and took the opportunity to 
make the new run a little 
darker. So, consider yourself 
forewarned as this week 
Ariadne is formally crowned 
Queen, but has more than just 
ruling a battle-scarred city to 
worry about, especially with 
Pasiphae still at large. 
Meanwhile, Jason faces a 
struggle for his own as he fights 
for glory on the tournament 
ground. Jack Donnelly, Aiysha 
Hart and Mark Addy star. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 

12.10 Football Focus. 12.50 Saturday 
Sportsday. 1.00 Live Snooker: UK 
Championship. The second round gets 
underway at the Barbican Centre in 
York. 2.00 Live International Rugby 
Union. Wales v South Africa (Kick-off 
2.30pm). 4.30 Final Score. 5.25 
Celebrity Mastermind. With Tony 
Livesey, Ava Vidal, Monty Halls and the 
Rev Richard Coles. (R) 5.55 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 

6.10 Pointless Celebrities. Panellists 
including Lionel Blair, Wayne 
Sleep, Karen Barber and Louie 
Spence join hosts Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman for 
a dance edition of the general 
knowledge quiz. 

7.00 Strictly Come Dancing. Tess Daly 
and Claudia Winkleman present as 
twinkle-toed couples perform a 
series of routines on an Around 
the World theme - all of which 
come from different parts of the 
globe. The professionals get 
things going with a Bollywood- 
style group routine, before the 
remaining seven celebrities battle 
it out on the dance floor, hoping to 
impress the viewers and judges, 
whose decision is getting tougher 
each week. The results are 
tomorrow at 7.15pm. 

8.15 Atlantis. The city remains 

vulnerable in the aftermath of the 
battle, so when a stranger offers 
salvation Ariadne finds him hard 
to resist. Jason fights for glory on 
the tournament ground. 

9.00 Casualty. Ash is angered by a 
patient’s lifestyle choice, Big Mac 
treats an old lady who has foiled a 
robbery and Ethan has a 
breakthrough. 

9.50 The National Lottery Live. Jenni 
Falconer hosts the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League clashes, including 
Sunderland v Chelsea and West 
Bromwich Albion v Arsenal; 
National Lottery Update. 

11.50The Football League Show. 

Manish Bhasin presents highlights 
and all the goals from the latest 
fixtures in the Championship, 
League One and League Two. 

1.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.15 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 CBBC. 11.00 The Blue Planet. (R) 
12.00 Rick Stein’s Far Eastern Odyssey. 
(R) 1.00 Escape to the Country. (R) 2.00 
Live Snooker: UK Championship. The 
second round continues at the Barbican 
Centre in York. 5.30 Restoring England’s 
Heritage. 

6.00 Natural World: Jungle Gremlins 
of Java. (R) 

7.00 Flog It! Mark Stacey and Adam 
Partridge value items in Bangor, 
north Wales. (R) 

8.00 Perry and Croft: Made in Britain. 

The celebration of comedy writing 
duo David Croft and Jimmy Perry 
continues with an examination of 
how their sitcoms chronicled 
British people’s attitudes to love 
and sex. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Sergeant Wilson 
inherits a title following the death 
of an elderly relative and joins the 
aristocracy-much to 
Mainwaring’s annoyance. (R) 

9.00 Ql XL. Extended edition. Josh 
Widdicombe, Aisling Bea, Tony 
Hawks and Alan Davies attempt to 
answer Stephen Fry’s range of 
fiendish questions on the topics of 
love and loveliness. 

9.45 Tomorrow’s Worlds: The 
Unearthly History of Science 
Fiction. Dominic Sandbrook 
examines sci-fi’s obsession with 
alien invasion, from all-out assault 
to sinister hidden threats. He 
explores how it has reflected real- 
life anxieties - whether they be the 
challenge to Victorian imperial 
power in HG Wells’s The War of 
the Worlds, the Cold War paranoia 
in Invasion of the Body Snatchers 
or more recent concerns about 
racism and immigration in 2009 
movie District 9. He also 
celebrates one of the most famous 
alien invaders of all time-the 
Dalek. Featuring contributions by 
Doctor Who showrunner Steven 
Moffat and former star David 
Tennant, actor Richard Dreyfuss, 
Independence Day director Roland 
Emmerich and special effects 
supervisors Phil Tippett and 
Douglas Trumbull. 

10.45 Intruders. Jack makes a 
gruesome discovery in his back 
garden, while Gary realises how to 
expose the corruption behind Qui 
Reverti, but it demands an 
unthinkable sacrifice. 

11.30Snooker: UK Championship. 

12.20 Snooker: UK Championship Extra. 

2.20 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 
6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 Pat & Stan. 

(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.10 Canimals. 
(R) 7.20 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.25 Sooty. (R) 7.35 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 7.50 Matt Hatter 
Chronicles. 8.15 Horrid Henry. 8.30 The 
Munch Box. 9.25 Dinner Date. (R) 10.20 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.15 ITV News; 
Weather. 11.20 All Star Family Fortunes. 
(R) 12.05 Surprise Surprise. (R) 1.05 
Doc Martin. (R) 2.05 Keep It in the 
Family. (R) 3.10 Film: Harry Potter and 
the Philosopher’s Stone. (2001) Fantasy 
adventure, starring Daniel Radcliffe. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! 
Comedy from the mind of Harry 
Hill, inspired by viewers’ videos, 
featuring a squirrel stealing a 
smartphone, a fox attacking a 
golfer and the Smurf who falls 
victim to a toddler. 

7.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 

Chat-show host Jonathan Ross, 
comedienne and writer Katy 
Brand, Watchdog’s Chris Hollins 
and model Jo Wood take on a 
trivia expert for charity. Bradley 
Walsh asks the questions. 

8.00 The X Factor. The aspiring pop 
stars hope to turn another week of 
rehearsals into a winning 
performance as they battle for 
places in next week’s semi-final. 
Judges Simon Cowell, Cheryl 
Fernandez-Versini, Mel B and 
Louis Walsh listen out for flat 
notes as the contestants face their 
most important performances yet. 
Will any of them disappoint at this 
crucial stage of the competition? 
Dermot O’Leary is the host. The 
results are tomorrow at 8pm. 

9.45 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! Ant and Dec present all the 
highs and lows from the past 24 
hours in the Australian jungle as 
the campmates spend another day 
battling bugs and Bushtucker 
Trials. 

10.50The Jonathan Ross Show. The 

host chats to James McAvoy, 
Phillip Schofield, Sarah Millican, 
Jessica Ennis-Hill and Barry 
Manilow, who also performs. 
11.55 ITV News; Weather.12.15 Film: 
Coogan’s Bluff. (1968)1.50 
Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.45 ITV 
Niqhtscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 Snowman Triathlon. 6.40 Cycling: 
Revolution Series. 7.40 A Day at the 
Races. (R) 7.55 The Morning Line. 9.00 
Weekend Kitchen. 10.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 10.30 Frasier. (R) 
11.00 The Big Bang Theory. 11.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. 11.55 The Simpsons. 
(R) 12.25 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD. 

(R) 1.25 Channel 4 Racing. Live 
coverage from Newbury and Newcastle. 
4.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.25 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 5.00 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
6.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Woolly Mammoth: The Autopsy. 
The discovery of an extraordinarily 
well-preserved woolly mammoth 
in Siberia last year has quickened 
the pace of one of the most 
ambitious and controversial 
projects in science-the cloning of 
this iconic giant of the Ice Age. 
When it was dug out of the 
permafrost, a dark red liquid 
oozed from the frozen body. Could 
it be blood? This documentary 
follows an international team of 
experts carrying out a historic 
autopsy on the carcass and gains 
access to the leading mammoth 
de-extinction programmes 
happening now in the US and 
South Korea. (R) 

8.00 Walking Through History: 
England’s Last Battle - West 
Country. Tony Robinson hikes up 
from Lyme Regis in Dorset to the 
Somerset Levels telling the story 
of the 1685 Monmouth Rebellion, 
an attempt to overthrow James II. 
Last in the series. 

9.00 Film: The Inbetweeners Movie. 

(2011) Awkward teenagers 
Simon, Will, Jay and Neil plan a 
holiday to the Greek island of 
Crete after they finish their exams, 
hoping to experience drink, sex 
and debauchery beyond their 
wildest dreams. However, things 
do not quite work out as planned. 
Comedy, with Joe Thomas, Simon 
Bird, James Buckley and Blake 
Harrison. 

11.00 Film: The Sitter. (2011) Premiere. 
An irresponsible babysitter leads 
his three charges through a series 
of dangerous adventures on New 
York’s mean streets. Comedy, 
starring Jonah Hill. 

12.40 Film: Boomerang. (1992) 2.40 
Hollyoaks. (R) 4.40 SuperScrimpers. (R) 
5.00 Location, Location, Location. (R) 
5.55 NFL: Rush Zone. 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Access. 10.40 
Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 11.40 
Film: Lost at Christmas. (2007) Fact- 
based drama, starring Dylan Walsh and 
Jami Gertz. 1.25 Film: The March 
Sisters at Christmas. (2012) Premiere. 
Drama, starring Julie Marie Berman. 

3.10 Film: I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa 
Claus. (2002) Family comedy, starring 
Connie Sellecca. 5.00 Film: A Fairytale 
Christmas. (2013) Premiere. Romantic 
drama, starring C Thomas Howell and 
Haylie Duff. 

6.45 5 News Weekend. 

6.50 Film: The Bridge at Remagen. 

(1969) As Allied forces prepare for 
a major assault on Germany, a 
small unit of American soldiers is 
sent to capture a strategically 
important bridge over the Rhine - 
but German forces are determined 
to prevent the Allied advance, and 
seek to destroy it. Second World 
War adventure, starring George 
Segal, Robert Vaughn, Ben 
Gazzaraand Bradford Dillman. 
Edited for language and violence. 
9.00 Film: The Expendables. (2010) A 
mercenary leads his elite team on 
a mission to assassinate a South 
American dictator, only to find 
their target is merely a pawn and 
the real power in the country is a 
rogue CIA agent. Feeling they have 
been double-crossed, they 
abandon the operation - but are 
compelled to return and save a 
captured rebel. Action thriller, 
directed by and starring Sylvester 
Stallone. With Jason Statham and 
Jet Li. 

11.10 Film: War. (2007) An FBI agent is 
drawn into warfare between 
Yakuza and Triad gangs as he 
seeks revenge on the assassin 
who murdered his partner. Martial 
arts thriller, with Jet Li. 

1.10 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.10 Gotham. Gordon informs 
Essen he plans to arrest Falcone and the 
mayor, while a killer is sent into police 
HQ to murder the detective after Fish 
Mooney discovers Cobblepot is still 
alive. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. Ann 
Maurice shows homeowners near 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire, howto 
inject a touch of character into their 
bland property to make it more 
appealing. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 5.15 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 International Rugby Union 8.00 Top 
Gear 9.00 Sherlock 10.30 Live at the 
Apollo 11.00 Family Guy 1.35 Some 
Girls 2.05 Live at the Apollo 2.35 Life Is 
Toff 3.05 Sweat the Small Stuff 3.35 
Fried 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Ice Age Giants 8.00 Sex and 
Sensibility: The Allure of Art Nouveau 
9.00 Inspector Montalbano 10.40 
Imagine: Dame Shirley Bassey: The Girl 
from Tiger Bay 11.40 Shirley Bassey at 
the BBC 12.40 Top of the Pops: 1979 

I. 15 Sounds of the 70s 1.45 Ice Age 
Giants 2.45 Sex and Sensibility: The 
Allure of Art Nouveau 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

II. 30 Film: Free Willy 3: The Rescue 

(1997) 1.20 Film: Small Soldiers (1998) 
3.30 Film: Rumor Has It (2005) 5.30 
You’ve Been Framed! 6.00 I’m a Celebrity 
Get Me Out of Here! 7.00 Film: The 
Perfect Storm (2000) 9.45 The Xtra 
Factor 10.50 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out 
of Here Now! 11.50 The X Factor 1.40 
The Xtra Factor 2.35 Example: The Hot 
Desk 2.45 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

12.50 Film: Columbo: Swan Song 
(1974) 2.55 A Touch of Frost 4.55 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 6.55 Rosemary 
& Thyme 8.00 Doc Martin 9.00 Foyle’s 
War 11.00 A Touch of Frost 12.40 Bomb 
Girls 1.30 World Kitchen 1.55 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

12.45 Live Darts. The Players 
Championship. 5.00 Cheers 5.30 
Storage Wars 7.00 Live Darts. The 
Players Championship. 11.00 Film: 
Green Street (2005) 1.10 River 
Monsters: Untold Stories 2.15 Black 
Gold 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Melissa & Joey 12.00 How I Met 
Your Mother 1.00 Film: Mighty Joe 
Young (1998) 3.15 Rude(ish) Tube 
Shorts 3.30 Made in Chelsea 4.30 
Melissa & Joey 5.30 How I Met Your 
Mother 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Film: Skyline (2010) 10.50 The 
Inbetweeners Top 10 Moments 11.55 
The Inbetweeners Go Global 1.00 Rude 
Tube 2.00 The Inbetweeners Top 10 
Moments 2.55 How I Met Your Mother 
Film4 

11.00 Gunman’s Walk (1958) 1.00 Fool’s 
Gold (2008) 3.10 Flight of the Phoenix 
(2004) 5.20 Meet Dave (2008) 7.15 
Bride Wars (2009) 9.00 The Taking of 
Pelham 123 (2009) 11.05 Watchmen 
(2009) 2.15 Rec 3: Genesis (2012) 



ssss 

07850 742961 




Christmas Opening Times 
Central Market Hall 
Cradley Heath 

Thursday 18th Dec 9.00am-4.00pm 
Friday 19th Dec 9.00am-4.00pm 
Saturday 20th Dec 9.00am-4.00pm 
Sunday 21st Dec Closed 
Monday 22nd 9.00am-4.00pm 
Tuesday 23rd 9.00am-4.00pm 
Wednesday 24th 9.00am-4.00pm 
Christmas Day and Boxing Day Closed 
Saturday 27th Dec Closed 
Tuesday 30th Dec 9.00am-2.00pm 
Wednesday 31st Dec 9.00am-2.00pm 
Thursday 1st Jan Closed 





LADIES & GENTLEMEN 

HOME SELECTIONS PRESENTS 


40% OFF 


IN THE BLUE 


IN THE RED 


Corner Corner 



QUALITY KITCHEN UNIT 

✓ 18mm Cam & Dowelled Units 

✓ 2mm PIC Front Edge 

✓ Grooved in Fixed Back Panel 

✓ Solid Tops 

✓ Heavy Duty Rear Hanging Brackets 

✓ 2 Adjustable Shelves in Wall Units 

✓ Choice of 4 Colours 


0 


X 15mm White Unit 
X Thin Melomine Front Edge 
X 3.5mm Flimsy Back Panel 
X Visible Hanging Bracket (inside) 

X One Shelf in Wall Unit 
X Visible Fixing Screws from the outside 
X White Colour only 



£15 more fora Quality kitchen unit 


View these units in our kitchen showroom at Home 
Selections in the Lime Green Building in Tividale 

★★★★ ★★★★ 


BRITTANIA STREET, TIVIDALE, OLDBURY 
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Jimmy Carr 


Jimmy Carr: Laughing & 
Joking 

(Channel 4,10pm) 

You may be surprised to know 
that there’s a lot more to Jimmy 
Carr than a silly laugh and 
borderline offensive humour. 
Plenty more. Credit where 
credit is due after all: this man 
is a comedy genius with writing 
skills to boot - he’s even 
penned material for Lily Savage, 
Bo Selecta! and Meet Ricky 
Gervais before now. However, 
for those who are more than 
familiar with Jimmy’s work and 
aren’t satisfied with his year- 
round tours and television 
efforts in that they’re just not 
enough to satisfy your cravings, 
you’ll no doubt be pleased to 
see that he’s back on our 
screens tonight as, filmed in 
November of last year at 
London’s Hammersmith Apollo, 
the award-winning funnyman 
performs his eighth live show. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
Fern Britton Meets Donny Osmond. 
11.00 Sunday Politics. 12.15 M0TD2 
Extra. With Mark Chapman and the 
Match of the Day team. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. 2.15 
Flomes Under the Flammer. (R) 3.15 
Escape to the Country. (R) 4.15 Songs 
of Praise. 4.50 Life Story. (R) 5.50 BBC 
News; Regional News; Weather. 

6.15 Countryfile. The team reports 
from Lancashire, where John 
Craven uncovers a landscape that 
was once a true spectacle, but is 
now almost lost to the ravages of 
time. 

7.15 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman reveal which couples 
are in the dance-off, and there are 
performances by Andre Rieu with 
Alfie Boe, and the Lord of the 
Dance troupe. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
and the experts return to Towneley 
Flail near Burnley in Lancashire, 
where items include a collection of 
cut-throat razors, a mosaic and 
Lone Ranger memorabilia. 

9.00 Remember Me. Care worker 
Flannah goes to visit Tom in 
hospital and is shocked to hear he 
has escaped, so detective Rob 
Fairholme opens a missing 
persons investigation. Flannah 
pleads with him to search in 
Scarborough, haunted by the old 
folksongs she found in the 
pensioner's house, but the 
detective isn't convinced by her 
hunch and continues his search 
closer to home. Visiting Tom's 
home, he finds the ripped photo of 
the man as a boy - as well as 
documents revealing he once had 
a wife who was killed in tragic 
circumstances. Meanwhile, the 
post-mortem on social worker 
Alison Denning proves 
inconclusive - but oddly, it does 
show that the dead woman had 
water in her lungs. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Southampton 
v Manchester City and Tottenham 
FlotspurvEverton. 

11.30The Apprentice. The 

entrepreneurs head to the Royal 
Bath & West Show. (R) 

12.30 Film: Color of Night. (1994) 2.25 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.30 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.15 Great British 

Garden Revival. (R) 7.15 Countryfile. (R) 

8.15 Glorious Gardens from Above. (R) 

9.00 The Football League Show. (R) 

10.20 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

11.50 James Martin: Flome Comforts. 

(R) 12.20 International Rugby Union. 

1.20 Live Snooker: UK Championship. 

5.30 Glorious Gardens from Above. (R) 

6.15 Flog It! Charlie Ross and Mark 
Stacey value collectibles in 
Monmouth, Wales, and Paul 
Martin explores the countryside 
that inspired Laura Ashley’s 
designs. (R) 

7.00 Secrets of the Castle with Ruth, 
Peter and Tom. The team explores 
the art of medieval combat and the 
construction of a castle’s 
defences, examining the ingenious 
features 13th-century builders 
came up with to withstand attacks. 
(R) 

8.00 The Mekong River with Sue 
Perkins. The comedienne 
concludes her epic journey along 
the Southeast Asian river as she 
follows the Mekong through China 
to its source in the Himalayas. 

Last in the series. 

9.00 World’s Greatest Food Markets. 

Billingsgate merchant Roger 
Barton pits himself against traders 
at New Delhi’s Azadpur fruit and 
vegetable market, which provides 
food for the whole of India. Last in 
the series. 

10.00 Russell Howard’s Good News. 

The comedian offers his 
perspective on stories dominating 
the media, whether on television, 
online or in print, and he is joined 
by a guest with an amazing tale to 
tell. (R) 

10.30The Wrong Mans. Sam and Phil 
take a wounded Marat to Phil’s 
house, but with MI5 agent Smoke 
closing in on them, the hapless 
duo find they have become high- 
profile fugitives. (R) 

11.00The Wrong Mans. Sam and Phil 
realise they must put themselves 
right in the line of fire to expose 
the plot, save Bracknell, uncover 
double agents and rescue their 
loved ones. Last in the series. (R) 

11.30 Snooker: UK Championship. 

Hazel Irvine presents highlights of 
the evening session from the 
Barbican Centre in York. 

12.20 Snooker: UK Championship Extra. 

Extended highlights from today's 

matches. 2.20 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 

3.20 Holby City. (R) 4.20 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 
6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 Pat & Stan. 

(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

R) 7.05 Canimals. (R) 7.10 Canimals. 

R) 7.20 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.25 Sooty. (R) 7.35 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 7.50 Ultimate 
Spider-Man. 8.15 Horrid Henry. 8.30 Big 
Time Rush. 9.00 The Aquabats! Super 
Show! (R) 9.25 Dickinson’s Real Deal. 
(R) 10.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.25 
ITV News; Weather. 11.35 Film: Carry 
On Again Doctor. (1969) 1.20 The 
Unforgettable Pat Phoenix. (R) 1.55 All 
Star Family Fortunes. (R) 2.55 The X 
Factor. (R) 4.40 Midsomer Murders. (R) 

6.30 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Keep It in the Family. With this 
year’s series of I’m a Celebrity Get 
Me Out of Here! well under way, 
six former residents of the jungle 
- Katie Price, Helen Flanagan, Joe 
Pasquale, Joe Swash, Kim 
Woodburn and Sinitta - provide 
assistance as two families go head 
to head in a series of fun-filled 
rounds. The stars each hold the 
clue to a big prize, from new cars 
to holidays in the sun, and face 
being sent through a trapdoor as 
the contestants decide whether to 
swap, drop or keep it in the family. 
Bradley Walsh hosts. Last in the 
series. 

8.00 The X Factor Results. The 

remaining contestants wait with 
bated breath as Dermot O’Leary 
reveals who is safe and which acts 
will be battling it out in the sing-off 
for a place in next week’s semi¬ 
final. 

9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! Ant and Dec interview 
today’s eliminated contestant 
about their time in the camp, their 
jungle likes and dislikes, and who 
they are tipping to win. But before 
that, the Geordie duo present the 
usual round-up of highlights from 
the past 24 hours as the celebrities 
struggle through another day of 
hardship in the bug-infested 
Australian wilderness. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20The Cube. (R) 

11.20 Premiership Rugby Union. 
Highlights of the latest top-flight 
fixtures. 

12.10 The Store. 2.30 Motorsport UK. 

3.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. (R) 
4.05 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 NFL: The American Football Show. 
(R) 7.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 

7.40 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 
Frasier. (R) 8.55 Jamie’s Comfort Food. 
(R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 George 
Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. (R) 1.35 The 
Big Bang Theory. 2.05 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 2.35 The Simpsons. (R) 

3.05 The Simpsons. (R) 3.35 Film: 
Inkheart. (2008) Fantasy adventure, 
starring Brendan Fraser. 5.45 Film: Ice 
Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs. (2009) 
Animated adventure sequel, with the 
voice of John Leguizamo. 

7.30 Channel 4 News. 

8.00 The Great Wall of China: The 
Hidden Story - Secret History. 
With access to the first nationwide 
survey and state-of-the-art drones 
mapping the Great Wall of China, 
this documentary offers new 
evidence that reveals its 
extraordinary magnitude, rewrites 
its millennia-long history and 
decodes its complex signals 
system. Using cutting-edge 
chemistry, the programme also 
finds out what has kept the wall 
standing for so long - a simple 
cooking ingredient found in 
kitchens across the world. 

9.00 Homeland. As the CIA thriller 
continues, Carrie organises a last- 
ditch operation, while Lockhart 
and Martha do their utmost to stall 
Inter-Services Intelligence. Claire 
Danes, Mandy Patinkin, Tracy 
Letts and Laila Robins star. 

10.00 Jimmy Carr: Laughing & Joking. 
Stand-up comedy with the host of 
8 Out of 10 Cats, recorded at 
London’s Hammersmith Apollo in 
November last year, featuring his 
familiar brand of near-the-knuckle 
humour. 

11.05 Alan Carr: Chatty Man. Comedian 
and actor Russell Brand talks 
about his new book Revolution, 
and French DJ superstar David 
Guetta discusses his latest single. 
With music from Kiesza. (R) 

12.05 Confessions of a Doctor. Eight 
doctors lift the lid on their working lives 
in the consulting room. (R) 1.05 
According to Jim. (R) 1.25 American 
Football Live. Kansas City Chiefs v 
Denver Broncos (Kick-off 1.30am). 
Coverage of the week 13 fixture from 
Arrowhead Stadium, where the AFC 
West rivals face each other. 4.45 
Snowman Triathlon. Action from 
Snowdonia National Park. (R) 5.10 Win 
It Cook It. (R) 5.35 Countdown. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Roary 
the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bert and Ernie’s Great 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Seaside Antics. 

6.40 The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.50 Chloe’s 
Closet. (R) 7.05 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 7.10 Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.25 
Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.35 Paw 
Patrol. 7.50 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.00 Little 
Princess. (R) 8.10 The Adventures of 
Bottle Top Bill and His Best Friend Corky. 
(R) 8.25 Wanda and the Alien. 8.35 Zack 
and Quack. 8.50 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 9.05 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.20 
LazyTown. (R) 9.50 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.25 Access. (R) 

10.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 11.25 
Police Interceptors. (R) 12.25 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.30 Film: Noel. (2004) 
Drama, starring Susan Sarandon. 3.20 
Film: Matchmaker Santa. (2012) 
Romantic comedy, with Lacey Chabert 
and Adam Mayfield. 5.00 Film: Annie 
Claus Is Coming to Town. (2011) 
Christmas fantasy, starring Maria Thayer. 

6.45 5 News Weekend. 

6.50 Film: Planet of the Apes. (2001) 
An astronaut crash-lands on a 
strange planet and is captured and 
enslaved by the ruling race of 
highly intelligent apes. Luckily, he 
is helped by a sympathetic 
chimpanzee - but then discovers a 
shocking secret. Remake of the 
1960s sci-fi adventure, directed by 
Tim Burton and starring Mark 
Wahlberg, Helena Bonham Carter 
and Tim Roth, and featuring a 
cameo appearance from the 
original film’s star Charlton 
Heston. Edited for language. 

9.00 Film: The Expendables 2. (2012) 
Premiere. Mercenary leader 
Barney Ross is recruited by the 
CIA to recover a top-secret 
package, only to come to blows 
with a rival band of hired guns. 
Barney swears revenge when the 
other faction kill his protege, and 
leads his men on a mission to stop 
their enemies taking over a former 
Soviet nuclear facility. Action 
thriller sequel, starring Sylvester 
Stallone. 

11.05 Film: Universal Soldier. (1992) 
Two dead soldiers reanimated in a 
military experiment recognise 
each other as old enemies and 
pursue their vendettas. Sci-fi 
thriller, with Jean-Claude Van 
Damme and Dolph Lundgren. 

1.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.20 
Make It Big. (R) 5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 

5.40 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great TV Mistakes 8.00 Doctor Who 
9.00 Edinburgh Comedy Fest Live 2012 
10.00 Family Guy 10.45 American Dad! 

11.30 Some Girls 12.00 Life Is Toff 

12.30 Edinburgh Comedy Fest Live 2012 

1.30 Sweat the Small Stuff 2.00 The 
Revolution Will Be Televised 

BBC Four 

7.00 The Great War 7.40 Britain’s Wild 
Places 8.00 The Day of the Triffids 9.00 
Blondie: One Way or Another 10.10 Film: 
Ca$h (2008) 11.50 Pink Floyd: Wish You 
Were Here 12.50 Play it Loud: The Story 
of the Marshall Amp 1.50 Great Guitar 
Riffs at the BBC 
ITV2 

11.30 The X Factor 1.25 The Xtra Factor 
2.25 Kiesza: The Hot Desk 2.40 Film: 
Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang (2010) 

4.50 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! 

5.50 Film: She’s the Man (2006) 8.00 
Scorpion 9.00 The Xtra Factor 10.05 I’m 
a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here Now! 
11.05 Educating Joey Essex: Space 
Cadet 12.05 Two and a Half Men 1.00 
Dads 1.25 Fake Reaction 2.00 The 
Vampire Diaries 2.45 Kiesza: The Hot 
Desk 

ITV3 

11.20 A Touch of Frost 1.35 Film: 
Columbo: Negative Reaction (1974) 3.40 
Film: The Nun’s Story (1959) 6.45 
Inspector Morse 9.00 Lewis 11.00 
Wycliffe 12.10 Film: The Elephant Man 
(1980) 2.20 Judge Judy 3.05 ITV3 
Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

12.45 Live Darts. 5.00 Alias Smith and 
Jones 6.00 Cheers 6.35 World of Sport: 
Dare Devils 6.45 Live Darts. The Players 
Championship. 11.00 Film: Rambo: First 
Blood Part II (1985) 1.00 Minder 2.00 
Jean-Claude Van Damme: Behind Closed 
Doors 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.30 Made in Chelsea 1.30 How I Met 
Your Mother 2.00 Film: Chalet Girl 
(2011) 3.55 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 4.00 
Melissa & Joey 5.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 

6.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.30 The 
Inbetweeners: Their Favourite Episodes 

11.45 The Inbetweeners Go Global 12.50 
Drifters 1.25 Bad Robots 1.55 New Girl 

2.45 Rules of Engagement 
Film4 

11.00 Broken Lance (1954) 1.00 Bride 
and Prejudice (2004) 3.15 Ramona and 
Beezus (2010) 5.20 Scrooged (1988) 

7.15 Airplane! (1980) 9.00 The Cold 
Light of Day (2012) 10.55 Premonition 
(2007) 12.50 A Story of Children and 
Film (2013) 3.05 Close 


Starfcextra Christmas gifts over 


Send gifts to loved ones in Australia, New Zealand, Canada and Mainland USA 

Packing and delivery costs are included, plus the option to personalise your greeting 


Australasian Hampers 


I I Australian Wine - £47.75 
I I New Zealand Wine-£47.75 

• Hardys Brut Reserve Sparkling Wine, 750ml 

• Hardys Semilion Chardonnay, 750ml 

• Hardys Shiraz Cabernet, 750ml 

I Australian Food - £47.75 
I I New Zealand Food-£47.75 

• Hardys Brut Reserve Sparkling Wine, 750ml 

• Whittings Christmas Fruit Cake, 500g 

• Borlands Blueberry Mac. Shortbread 75g 

• Ashley Mints Sticks, 80g 

• Walkers Shortbread Rounds, lOOg 

• Walkers Nonsuch Hazelnut Toffee, 10Og 
•Twinings English Breakfast Tea, 10 pkt 

.! Australian Luxury - £54.75 
I I New Zealand Luxury - £54.75 

• Hardys Brut Reserve Sparkling Wine, 750ml 

• Whittings Christmas Fruit Cake, 500g 

• Whittings Christmas Pudding, 400g 

• Napoli Hazelnut Creme Filled Wafers, 120g 

• Carrs Water Crackers, 125g 

• Figaro Olives with Pimentos, 142g 

• Mackays Cranberry Sauce, 227g 

• Gardiners Malt Whiskey Fudge, 150g 

• Stern’s Pfefferniisse Traditional Gingerbread Cookies, 200g 

• Soletti Pretzel Sticks, 80g 

• Twinings English Breakfast Tea,10 pkt 

• Vittoria Espresso Coffee, 50g 


North American Hampers 


(Excludes Alaska and Hawaii) 

I I USA Food-£47.75 

I I Canadian Food - £47.75 

• Twinings English Breakfast Tea (20s) 

• Rademaker Chocolate Mint Sticks, 75g 

• Royal Edinburgh Shortbread Fingers, 125g 

• Borges Green Olives with Pimento, 125ml 

• Carr’s Water Crackers, 125g 

• Walkers Toffee and Pecan Biscuits, 150g 

• Weston’s Traditional Fruit Cake, 600g 

I I USA Luxury-£54.75 

] Canadian Luxury - £54.75 

• Baxters Chicken Broth, 540ml 

• Royal Edinburgh Shortbread Fingers, 125g 

• Waterbridge Occasions Choc. Toffee, 150g 

• Waterbridge Fudge Butter, 200g 

• Waterbridge Slimstix Dark Mint, 75g 

• Bassetts Liquorice Allsorts, 200g 

• McVities Digestives, 400g 

• Robertson’s Scotch & Orange Marmalade, 250ml 

• Emelia’s Blueberry Chutney, 250ml 

• Carr’s Water Crackers, 125g 

• Weston’s Traditional Fruit Cake, 600g 

Should a listed item become 
unavailable, a substitution 
of equal or greater value 
will be made 



Special Offers 


Christmas Stocking 

A cloth Christmas stocking 
filled with confectionary 
goodies. Something for the 
children to hang on the end 
of the bed at Christmas. 

Cost £16.00 
New Year Bubbly 

(Available to Australia and 
New Zealand only) 

A 750ml bottle of award 
winning Omni Sparkling 
Wine with a greeting tag 
which reads ‘For you to 
celebrate the New Year’ 

Cost £18.00 



Order online at www.overseasgifts.com/starextra (prices may vary due to current rates of exchange) 


Or send this form along with a cheque or card details to: 

Hamper Offer 
Promotions Department 
Express & Star/Shropshire Star 
Queen Street 
Wolverhampton WV11ES 

Please make cheques payable to MNA Ltd. 

Please note we do not accept cash payments 


Tick the boxes above to indicate your selection and quantity 
Separate forms are required for each recipient - please attach together 

Send the hamper(s) as indicated in the boxes above, which total £_ 

Please include.Christmas Stocking(s) @ £16.00 each £_ 

Please include.New Year Bubbly(s) @ £18.00 each £_ 

I enclose total remittance for £_ 

Visa/Mastercard number_/_/_/_ 

Expiry date / Security no Signature. 


Please use CAPITALS 

Sender’s details 

FROM: Title.First Name... 

Surname. 

Address. 


DELIVER TO: Title... 

Surname. 

Address (No P.0 Box addresses). 


.First Name- 


Postcode. 

Daytime No... 


Town/City. 

State. 

Post/zip code. 

Country. 

Daytime No. . 

A post/zip code and daytime telephone number must be included 


Your message (Please use CAPITALS - max 15 words).. 



full time jobs 


irch 





www.staremploymentservices.co.uk 


FORgALWOUl gBBffljB 
RECRUITMENT NEEDS 

Call Star Employment Services today on 01902 319333 


Express & Star STAR 


Star Employment 
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26 FILM CHOICES 


PICK OF THE WEEK 


MONDAY 

The National Tree, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A loving father plants a tree the day his son is born. 
Years later, when the boy is a teenager, it is selected to 
be the national Christmas tree, so father and son 
embark on a life-changing journey across the country to 
deliver it for replanting at the White House. Drama, 
starring Andrew McCarthy and Evan Williams. (2009) 

TUESDAY 

Public Enemies, ITV, 10.40pm 

Fact-based crime drama following the last years of John 
Dillinger, whose run of bank robberies and daring 
prison escapes in the 1930s make him both America’s 
most wanted criminal and a hero to a public struggling 
through the Depression. His career is soon to be cut 
short by the birth of the FBI, which assigns its most 
celebrated agent to bring him to justice. Directed by 
Michael Mann and starring Johnny Depp, Christian Bale 
and Marion Cotillard. (2009) 



WEDNESDAY 

The 13th Warrior, BBC1,12.10am 

A disgraced nobleman exiled from his Baghdad home 
joins forces with Norse warriors at the close of the first 
millennium, and ends up battling seemingly invincible 
attackers during an epic journey. Action adventure 
adapted from the novel Eaters of the Dead by Michael 
Crichton, starring Antonio Banderas, Diane Venora, 
Dennis Storhi, Vladimir Kulich and Omar Sharif. (1999) 

THURSDAY 

Die Another Day, ITV, 10.40pm 

James Bond is suspended from duty after being taken 
hostage in North Korea, but goes against orders to track 
down those who betrayed him. During the pursuit of the 
terrorist he was investigating before his capture, he 
discovers a connection with a British billionaire who has 
constructed a devastating orbital weapon. Spy 
adventure, starring Pierce Brosnan. (2002) 

FRIDAY 

We Own the Night, ITV, 11.15pm 

The manager of a New York nightclub is caught 
between two worlds - while his brother and father are 
both highly respected police officers, most of his 
clientele are gangsters. Despite his best efforts not to 
get involved, he is forced to choose sides when gang 
violence escalates and his sibling is targeted by a 
hitman. Crime drama, starring Joaquin Phoenix, Mark 
Wahlberg and Robert Duvall. (; 


Mew 
be a 


proves to 
for Richard 


F ashion may come and go, but 
one constant in the UK is our 
obsession with the weather. 
Maybe it’s the fact that as an island so 
small we don’t generate our own 
weather systems but have to make do 
with cast-offs from other countries. 

In a new series, Richard Hammond 
will be revealing the hidden secrets at 
the heart of some of the world’s most 
extreme weather, experiencing 
extraordinary phenomena first-hand. 

Okay, some of the dialogue may be 
a little redundant, such as “Wherever 
you live on the planet, weather 
shapes your world.” 

That aside, Hammond will be 
‘stripping weather back to its basics; 
and in this wind-centric opener he 
explains how wind begins. 

He kicks things off with another spot 
of slightly awkward dialogue: ‘There is 
a powerful, invisible force that moves 
around us, almost unnoticed...” 

Hmmm. While the script could have 
done with more levity in the Top Gear 
vein, WWWRH excels in the visuals 
department, whether it’s glorious high 
definition cloudscapes or obligatory 
shots of devastation. 


There are some scenes which look 
like a mash up of Twister and The 
Dark Knight as Hammond attempts to 
measure the speed of a tornado. 

His journey starts in New 
Hampshire, USA. 

You might think of the region as a 
world of sunshine, russet leaves in the 
autumn and moneyed Americans 
enjoying expensive past times. 

However, the state can also look like 
something from the Arctic as 
Hammond discovers when he braves 
temperatures of -45C on top of Mount 
Washington. 

On April 12,1934, the local weather 
station measured one of the fastest 
wind speeds ever recorded on land: 
231 mph. 

Remarkably, winds in the area hit 
hurricane force more than 100 days in 
the year. 

Going outside is not advisable 
unless you’re covered from head to 
toe in well insulated protective gear. 
And don’t forget your goggles, unless 
you want frozen eyeballs. 

Given the fact a light wind on your 
face measures around 5mph; 15mph 


is enough to turn an umbrella inside 
out; 45mph can wreck a garden fence, 
and 55mph can bring a shed down, 
the sight of Hammond in 65 to 85mph 
winds is enough to make you put an 
extra bar on the fire. 

A good job there’s subtitles as 
our host struggles to get his words 
out. Just a pity he doesn’t tie his hat 
on. 

Later, there’s an experiment to 
create a fire whirlwind, and a tense 
moment when it looks like a pricey 
camera may have been lost in the 
vertical inferno. 

Clearly a glutton for punishment, 
Richard decides to stand in the middle 
of a man-made tornado at the 
‘WindEEE’ Research Institute in 
Canada. It’s the only place on Earth 
which can duplicate the dynamics of a 
tornado. 

Little wonder Hammond gets 
goosebumps, and not just because 
he’s a bit chilly. 

If this leaves you hungry for more, 
don’t miss next week’s edition when 
‘Hamster’ attempts to capture a cloud 
in the hope of seeing how much it 
weighs. Yes, really. 



Wild Weather with Richard Hammond, Monday, BBC1,9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

The British Property Boom 
Channel 4,8pm 

House prices have been rising at record speeds 
around the UK, and naturally that has far-reaching 
effects for many of us. This week’s show 
investigates the impact on buyers and sellers, with 
first-time buyers such as Dionne used as an 
example of how hard it can be to get on the 
property ladder. She faces having to ask her retired 
mother, Denise, to sell the family home to stand a 
chance of buying her own home. We also meet 
Barbara, a Hackney resident who has been priced 
out of the area where she was born. Plus, there’s a 
look at some of the overseas buyers purchasing 
investment flats in the capital that could otherwise 
have been snapped up by locals. And if you’re 
wondering what the smallest house on the market 
in London will cost, then brace yourselves. A 
property measuring just six feet wide is on the 
market for a whopping £235,000. 

TUESDAY 

Autopsy: The Last Hours of Elvis Presley 
Channel 5,9pm 

Dr Richard Shepherd has been linked to some of 
the most iconic celebrities in history - it’s just a 
shame that none of them are alive to enjoy his 
company. The forensic pathologist is now famous 


for his in-depth televised autopsies in which he 
analyses the untimely deaths of famous folk 
notorious for their often self-inflicted ill health. 
Tonight, as the title suggests, he kicks of this new 
series by focusing on Elvis Presley. Robert picks 
through the facts surrounding the singer’s demise 
at his Memphis home Graceland in August 1977, 
using accounts from his best friend, his cousin and 
his private nurse, as well as considering all the 
medical facts. The programme reveals that the 
post-mortem report showed that towards the 
end of his life, nearly all of Presley’s vital 
organs were almost double the size they 
should have been, and what’s more, his 
system was full of prescription drugs. 


WEDNESDAY 

Living on the Edge: Blood in the Sea 
Channel 5,7pm 

New series. Anthropologist and 
adventurer Chris Terrill travels to 
the world’s most extreme 
environments to find out how 
and why people live in the grip 
of nature at its harshest. In the 
first edition, he heads to 
Mauritania to spend time with 
fishermen who work the rich but 
dangerous waters off the north- | 


west coast of Africa. Travelling from Nouadhibou in 
the north to the capital Nouakchott in the south, 
Chris and his interpreter Ahmed Taleb witness the 
sight of a thousand boats fighting to get through 
the violent surf as it breaks on to the beaches and 
also discover a secret paradise where the desert 
meets the sea and millions of birds feed on the 
teeming fish. 

THURSDAY 
The Fall 
BBC2, 9pm 

Will Paul Spector get away 
with murder? He has done 
so far, always managing to 
keep a step or two ahead of 
Stella Gibson, the detective on 
his trail. Not that she’s doing a 
bad job - she knows who 
e is, she just can’t 
locate this slipperiest 
of customers. He, 
however, seems to 
know where she is 
all the time - and 
as a result, Gibson 
suspects he’s 
[ witnessed her 
■ confrontation 



The Fall, Thursday, BBC2, 9pm 


with Burns in her hotel room. But how will Burns 
react when she tells him? As if the idea of Spector 
keeping tabs on her isn’t disturbing enough, she 
then realises he’s been visiting one of his surviving 
victims in hospital - but this fact allows her to 
finally set up a surveillance operation on him. But 
the need to find the evidence that will bring about 
Spector’s arrest intensifies when a body matching 
the description of Rose Stagg is discovered. 

FRIDAY 

The Martin Lewis Money Show 
ITV, 8pm 

For a man who’s become synonymous with great 
money saving ideas, you’d think Martin Lewis 
would be on a par with some of the cash-hungry 
wannabes in The Apprentice, but not a bit of it. “I 
certainly don’t preach about how to make money; 
that’s not really my thing at all, or my passion to be 
honest,” he explains. “I still don’t consider myself to 
be an entrepreneur. I’m somebody who set up a 
website and I consider myself to be a journalist and 
consumer campaigner.” This week, Martin helps 
customers reclaim lost cash after switching energy 
suppliers. He also reveals how companies don’t 
have to give this money back unless they are 
asked. Plus, the eponymous host reveals how to 
buy high-street fashion abroad, take a budget flight 
back to the UK and still make a saving. 



INTERNATIONAL 

f. aMmiMie . 

SPEND £50 OR MORE AND GET £10 CASH BACK 

or FREE BOTTLE OF WINE FOR A TABLE 

WITH MAIN DISHES WHEN 4 OR MORE PERSONS DINING IN. 

Offers apply on Fridays & Saturdays till 11 pm 
You must produce this coupon to receive offer. 

Fully air conditioned, fully licensed, 
serving over 25 years at the heart of 
Halesowen and Quinton 
The finest cuisine, freshly prepared with 
90% fat free, a dish to satisfy all tastes 
Newly Refurbished 

Sunday-Thursday 
w DishDash 4-Course 
r Meal £7.95 


J 





FREE Home Delivery (2 mile Radius) 

ft Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to all our customers H 


£ 


Bring your own wine & beer only 
iii 3 Star - Environmental Health Officers Certificate 

14-15 Halesowen Road, Halesowen 
www.dilshadinternational.co.uk 
Tel: 0121 421 6549 or 421 5217 



cm? 


HEFRIGERATIONISALEINOW/ ONI 
END; SOON!!!! 

Heel'S) fijomi£ft9 WM&m 

ow Vacuums from>£3.9j 
r Spinners from £9^ 




Friday 9am - 5pm « 


Saturday 9.30am ■ 


A.A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 
West Midlands B63 4RG 

Tel: 0121 550 9800 • Email: aadomestics22@yahoo.com 
Also At: 60 Halesowen Road , Neatherton DY2 9QA 
jrwji Monday - Friday 9am 5 pm 


Saturday 9.30 am 5 pm 


EF 


USE YOUR LOFT! 

Bison 4 A 

Loft Ladders \s 

Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

n e □ 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 



































































BRAIN GYM No.301 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


s 

2 

Y 

3 

D 

4 m 

5 

V 

6 

c 

7 

R 

8 

H 

9 

K 

10 

Q 

11 

F 

12 

u 

13 

N 

14 

E 

15 

A 

16 

T 

17 

X 

18 

o 

19 

G 

20 

B 

21 

P 

22 

J 

23 

z 

24 

w 

25 

L 

26 


1 

14 

2 

15 

A 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

R 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. Very busy describ¬ 
ing 22 Across 
perhaps (2,4,2,5) 

8. An ironclad excuse 
for not buying 
luxuries (8) 

9. They’re neat! (4) 

10. Take off a garment 

I’d first put on back- 
to-front (6) 

12. Smart evergreen 

( 6 ) 

14. Such games are 
not openly played 
( 6 ) 

16. Ring again to 
cancel (6) 

18. It has caused many 
deaths in Vietnam 
(4) 

20. Pains grip sick 
Greek hero (8) 

22. It was frightful, as a 
rule! (5,2,6) 


Down 

1. Perform the state 

a monetary service 

( 8 ) 

2. It’s entertainment 
value is question¬ 
able (6) 

3. Become engaged in 
some sharp practice 
(4) 

4. He works so that 
others may play (8) 

5. Disturbance of 
increasing volume 
( 6 ) 

6. On which many 
initial declarations 
of love have been 
made (4) 

11. He fights in the ring 

( 8 ) 

13. Does she preach no 
involvement? (8) 

15. Royal house that is 
divided internally, 
naturally (6) 

17. Comrade has an 
attempt not worth 
considering (6) 

19. Not now the capital 
of Norway (4) 

21. Has old fashioned 
style (4) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

7. Speedily (13) 

8. Lees (8) 

9. Cistern (4) 

10. Crash (4-2) 
12. Drub (6) 

14. Muscular (6) 
16. Summary (6) 
18. Snatch (4) 

20. Innate (8) 

22. Stupidity (13) 


Down 

1. Outside (8) 

2. Yearn for (6) 

3. Dreadful (4) 

4. Despot (8) 

5. Assemble (6) 

6. Scheme (4) 

11. Bodily (8) 

13. Monotony (8) 

15. Move unsteadily (6) 
17. Powerful (6) 

19. Space (4) 

21. Conceal (4) 


Sudoku 
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Fill in the grid last week’s 

below so that solut ons > 

every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Isis; 8 Conviction; 9 Draw¬ 
back; 10 Magi; 12 Befell; 14 Please; 15 Dimple; 
17 Theory; 18 Ages; 19 Bulletin; 21 Oppressors; 
22 Eats. Down: 2 Shortening; 3 Scow; 4 On call; 
5 Pick up; 6 Stampede; 7 Anti; 11 Go straight; 13 
Exposure; 16 Emboss; 17 Tallow; 18 Atom; 20 
Ease. QUICK - Across: 1 Seem; 8 Answer back; 
9 Babyhood; 10 Camp; 12 Cajole; 14 Deride; 

15 Billow; 17 Modern; 18 Snug; 19 Contrite; 

21 Counteract; 22 Aunt. Down: 2 Excavation; 

3 Many; 4 Ashore; 5 Needed; 6 Obscured; 7 
Skip; 11 Moderation; 13 Obliging; 16 Wicked; 17 
Manual; 18 Sick; 20 Rota. 


Quiz 


1. Name the famous showbiz parents of 
entertainer Liza Minnelli. 

2. In which city was Christopher Columbus 
born? 

3. Of which element is diamond a form? 

4. What was the name of Donald 
Campbell’s record-breaking boats and 
cars? 

5. Of which ocean does the Kara Sea form 



6. What was the first nuclear-powered 
submarine? 

7. Who, in 1956, was the first European 
Footballer of the Year? 

8. Which musical instrument evolved from 
the sackbut? 

9. To which family of birds do canaries and 
siskins belong? 

10. Who was the first English actor to be 
knighted? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Collie; 2 Colette; 3 Scottish; 4 
Storm petrel; 5 Inner Hebrides; 6 Lulu; 7 
Munich; 8 George II; 9 Gary Mabbutt; 10 
William Randolph Hearst. 

Niner: POLICEMAN 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

4823 gives a wild animal, 

7851239 gives another wild animal, 
26389278 gives a dog. 


1 

2 
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4 

5 

6 
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8 
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We’ve 

listened 

Your local Dudley & Wyre Forest edition 

has returned on Saturday 


We have listened to reader feedback and reintroduced the Express & Star 
Dudley & Wyre Forest edition on Saturday. You will notice significant 
improvements. Whilst retaining the ‘Weekend’ supplement, we have also 
included lots more local news, views and sports coverage. 

Get the Express & Star delivered six nights for only £1.50 per week*, 
call Freephone 0800 146 540 quoting reference: Rover 


*Your paper will be delivered for only £1.50 per week for the first two months and discounted to £3.00 thereafter by signing up to Direct Debit. 
The discounted £3.00 per week is based upon current cover price. Includes free delivery. Direct Debit collections are made monthly in arrears. 
This offer is not available to existing Direct Debit customers & applies where delivery network is in place. 


Express & Star 
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PROPERTY 


Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



STOURBRIDGE, Orwell Close£800 pcm+Fees 

A well presented 3 bedroom semi detached home featuring 
kitchen/diner, lounge, 2 double bedrooms and 1 single, family 
bathroom with shower, garage and car port. This property 
is also double glazed and centrally heated (both as spec.)| 
Viewing^iighl^gcommende^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Longmoor Road£795 pcm+Fees 
Large 3 bed mucklow style semi-detached property features: 
2 reception rooms, 2 double bedrooms (master with fitted 
wardrobes), 1 single bedroom, modern bathroom with 
L-shaped bath, garage, driveway parking for multiple vehicles, 
gas central heated and double glazed. Ideally located for 
Huntingtree and Lutlev Primary School. EPC: D 



OLDBURY, The Dingle £775 pcm+FeesI 

1ST MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE! This detached house is situated just offthel 
New Birmingham Road giving easy access to Birmingham, Wolverhampton and I 
M5 motorway. This recently refurbished property features an open plan kitchen/1 
lounge, fitted Kitchen with appliances, landing upstairs with enough space to I 
create a study area or relaxation space, 4 large bedrooms, family bathroom with | 
shower, off road parking for several cars, and a large garage. EPC: E 



BIRMINGHAM, Orion Building£775 pcm+Fees 

1ST MONTHS RENT FREE. A fantastic opportunity to rent 
a fully furnished apartment in the heart of Birmingham City 
Centre. This 1 bed modern property overlooking the Mailbox 
features open plan living with luxury kitchen with 24 hour 
concierge service, secure parking, double glazed and electric 


AMBLECOTE, 41a High Street£760 pcm+Fees 

A fantastic opportunity to rent a new build home on a select development. 
Featuring homes of 3 generous size bedrooms (master with en-suite) 
finished to an exceptional standard. Featuring spacious lounge/dining 
areas, well appointed kitchens, downstairs WC, 3 bedrooms with family 
bathrooms & master bedroom with en-suite, 2 allocated parking spaces, 


HALESOWEN, Hollybank Grove£695 pcm+Fees 
Good size semi-detached property situated in a cul-de- 
sac position close to popular schools and local amenities. 
Features 3 bedrooms with fitted wardrobes, 2 reception 
rooms, family bathroom, fully fitted kitchen. Off road parking, 
gas central heating and double glazed. This house has been 
newly mdecoratecUnchgcargetec^PC^ 



KINGSWINFORD, Camberley Road£650 pcm+Fees 
A very well presented semi detached property located on 
the popular High Acres Estate and offering extremely easy 
access to schools, shops and local amenities. Large lounge, 
fitted kitchen with appliances, lovely rear garden with decking 
area, 3 bedrooms, bathroom with shower, garage & driveway. 
Availabl^mmediatel^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


ROWLEY REGIS, Spring Vale Road£650 pcm+Fees 
1ST MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE! An opportunity to acquire a well 
maintained traditional detached property situated in a popular residential 
location in a quiet cul-de-sac close to local schools, amenities and road links. 
Featuring a large living room, fitted kitchen with a double range cooker, W.C, 
2 double & 1 single bedroom/study, bathroom with shower, driveway/garage. 
AJoveJy^mgert^ioU^yTiisse^VjinmTuiT^ontracM^TTonth^^PC^^ 


HALESOWEN, Linnet Close£575 pcm+Fees 

Desirable cul-de-sac location. Situated in a very popular area 
of the Lodgefield Estate with easy access for Halesowen and 
Cradley Heath, this unfurnished semi detached house features gas 
central heating, spacious living room, fitted breakfast kitchen with 
appliances, 2 bedrooms with 1 having wardrobes, modern bathroom 
withshowej^ron^^ayarxjenyncklrTO 



HALESOWEN, Haden Arch Court£575 pcm+Fees 

1st MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE! Contemporary living i 
Halesowen. This 1 st floor spacious apartment above the archway, 
within walking distance to Halesowen Town Centre and buses, 
the apartment features gas central heating, double glazing, open 
plan living room/fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom 
with se^arat^howei^ubicle^llocate^addn^PC^^ 


HALESOWEN, Harden Court£550 pcm+Fees 

This lovely and modern 1st floor apartment has come on the 
market and comes part furnished. Well worth an inspection. On 
a bus route to Halesowen and on a quiet road, comprising of: 
2 double bedrooms with bedroom furniture, enormous lounge 
with sofas, fitted kitchen, house bathroom with 'p' shaped 
bath an^howe^oubl^lazin^a^entranieatin^PC^C 


HALESOWEN, Talbot Street£550 pcm+Fees 

Step inside this fantasic 3 bedroom terrace property. 
Renovated throughout within the last 6 months to a very high 
standard, featuring 2 great size reception rooms, modern 
fitted kitchen, fully tiled bathroom with electric shower, gas 
central 



HALESOWEN, Clifton Road£550 pcm+Fees 

Modern end of terrace house in a very convenient location, 
fitted kitchen, large lounge, conservatory, easily maintained 
garden, 2 good size bedrooms & family bathroom, parking 
for 3 car^vailabl^mmediatel^PC^^^^^^^ 


ROWLEY REGIS, Glaslyn Avenue£540 pcm+Fees 
Immaculately presented modern 2 bed ground floor 
apartment within walking distance to Blackheath Town Centre. 
This property features an open plan lounge/kitchen with 
fridge/freezer, family bathroom, master bedroom with fitted 
wardrobes and ensuite, allocated parking, double glazing and 
electric heatin^Aewing^iighl^comniende^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Olive Hill Road£525 pcm+Fees 

This well presented 2 bed end terrace property features: 2 
reception rooms, fitted kitchen with appliances, 2 double 
bedrooms and family bathroom, double glazing and gas 
central heating. Ideal for Olive Lane Primary School and also 
within walking distance to Blackheath Town Centre. Available 
early December. EPC: E 



WORDSLEY, Brook Street £525 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished end terraced house, refurbished and extended 
comprising of: gas central heating, double glazing, lounge, 
fitted kitchen, 2 large bedrooms, bathroom with shower, 
d rivewa^3arkinfl^aa|aKler^vailabl^Tov\^PC^^ 


CRADLEY HEATH, Luanne Close£525 pcm+Fees 
Situated in this popular residential area, is this 2nd floor 
apartment, which overlooks the canal and has its own 
balcony, comprising of: 2 bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted 
kitchen, bathroom with shower, access to balcony from 
the master bedroom, gas central heating, double glazing, 
aNocate^ajTdn^A/elhjvortl^iynsgectior^PC^^^ 


NETHERTON, Round Street£475 pcm+Fees 

Set in a quiet road, is this lovely semi-detached home. Featuring gas 
central heating, 1 reception room, fitted kitchen, 1 double and 1 single 
bedroom, bathroom with shower, rear garden and driveway parking 
for 2 cars. Popular residential street close to Netherton High Street. 2 
months deposit and a guarantor is required. (THE GUARANTOR MUST 
BE A HOME OWNER ] FAMILY MEMBER AND WORKING^PCJ^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Wycherley Way£475 pcm+Fees 
A well presented unfurnished ground floor apartment 
briefly comprising; living room, 1 double bedroom with 
fitted wardrobes and 1 single bedroom, bathroom with 
shower. Benefits include gas central heating, double glazing, 
communal gardens, parking space. Close to local amenities. 
EPC: C 


CRADLEY HEATH, Sidaway Street£425 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished mid terraced house, close to old hill high 
street and close to local train station, comprising of: 2 
reception rooms, 3 bedrooms, gas central heating, double 
glazing, fitted kitchen, bathroom, rear garden, on road 
parking. 


HALESOWEN, Somers Road£375 pcm+Fees 

A 1 bedroom first floor apartment offering generous 
accommodation including: lounge with open plan kitchen, 
bedroom with en-suite shower room, double glazing, 
communahjarden I onj^ EPC: TBC 


Prime location near 
village for family home 



A detached family residence 
in Gospel End Road, Sedgley, 
is within walking distance of 
the village centre. 

It is for sale through Swinscoes at 
£249,950 with no chain. The property 
represents excellent value and offers 
flexible living space with accommo¬ 
dation comprising entrance hallway, 
lounge, an open plan and recently fit¬ 
ted dining kitchen, utility room, play 
room/sitting room and downstairs WC 
on the ground floor. On the first floor 
there are four bedrooms, two en suite 
shower rooms and a bathroom. For 
further information contact Swinscoes 
on 01902 672274 or visit the website 
at www.swinscoes.co.uk 



This traditional semi has 
lovely views of parkland 
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IN a peaceful position, this 
traditional-style semi-de¬ 
tached home in Monument 
Avenue, Wollescote, in 
Stourbridge, has superb dis¬ 
tant views over Stevens Park 
to the rear. 

It is for sale through Jon Stani- 
er at £179,950. 

Having gas central heating and dou¬ 
ble glazing and stripped pine doors, 
this three-bedroomed property also 
has a white bathroom suite with a 
separate shower cubicle. 

There is a hall, lounge, dining room, 
lobby, WC, kitchen with separate din¬ 
ing area and patio door, and there is 
a cellar. 

An elevated terrace with has de¬ 
lightful parkland views and steps 
down to a garden. 

Call the agents on (01384) 77877 or 
visit www.jonstanier.co.uk website. 







































































































































Scriv en &. Co. 


Advising on 
Buying and Selling 
property for over 
75 years 


Chartered Valuation Surveyors and Estate Agents 


www. scri ve n. co. u k 0121 422 4011 



OPEN TO VIEW 
SAT 29th NOV 
9.30am to 10.30am 


Oldbury 

r 

M 


OPEN TO VIEW 
SAT 29th NOV 
11am to 12noon 



52 Holly Road 

* Semi detached house 

* Recently modernised 

* Kitchen/dining room 

* Three bedrooms 

* Box room/study 

* Small garage 

* No upward chain EPC=D 

£179,999 



Pound 

* Semi detached house 

* Recently re-planned and modernised 

* Re-fitted kitchen with breakfast area 

* Two reception rooms 

* Three bedrooms 

* Re-fitted bathroom 

* W.C/Utility 

* Extensive rear garden 

* Garage EPC=tbc 

Offers in the region of £199,950 




14 Hereford Road 

* Ideal first purchase 

* Tastefully presented accommodation 

* Fitted kitchen/dining room 

* Through lounge 

* Three bedrooms * Bathroom 

* Enclosed gardens 

* Gas boiler heating radiators 

* Internal inspection recommended EPC = C 

Offers in the region of £119,950 



Halesowen 



Manor Abbey Road 

* NO UPWARD CHAIN 

* Four bedrooms 

* Re-fitted kitchen/dining room with 
fitted appliances * Through living room 

* Re-fitted bathroom 

* Ground floor shower room/wet room 
with WC 

* Good sized rear garden 

* Small garage (suitable for storage 
only) EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £275,000 


Quinton 



Mayswood Grove 

* Semi-detached house 

* 3 bedrooms and bathroom 

* Through living room and kitchen 

* Utility room 

* Store rooms with potential to provide 
extra living accommodation 

* Gas boiler heating radiators 

* Garden * Garage * Carport EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £140,000 


Halesowen 



Manor Abbey Road 

* Traditional style extended semi 
detached house 

* Some general moernisation and 
improvement required 

* Three bedrooms and bathroom 

* Extended kitchen and lounge 

* Separate dining room, utility and fitted 
cloakroom * Enclosed garden, double 
glazed windows, gas boiler heating 
radiators EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £229,950 


Halesowen 



New John Street 

* Brand new semi-detached bungalow 

* Fitted kitchen with oven and hob 

* 2 Bedrooms, shower room 

* Lounge with French doors to gardens 

* Double Glazed windows, gas boiler 
heating radiators 

* Off road parking for two vehicles 

* Completion anticipated March/April 
2015 EPC=C 

£135,000 


Halesowen 



Manor Lane 

* Well presented traditional style semi 
detached house 

* Three bedrooms 

* Two reception rooms 

* Re-fitted well appointed bathroom 

* Lovely rear garden 

* Views over 'Leasowes' 

* NO UPWARD CHAIN EPC=D 

Offers in the region of £249,950 


Halesowen 


Halesowen 


West Bromwich 


Rowley Regis 


Halesowen 


Oldbury 


Rowley Regis 



Belgrave Road 

* Mid terraced property 

* Breakfast kitchen 

* Three Bedrooms 

* Garage 

* EPC=C 

Offers in the region of £137,950 


Eli 


NEARING COMPLETION! 

Plot 2, The Paddock 

Hurst Green Road 

* Brand new link detached bungalow 

* Kitchen with host of appliances 

* Two bedrooms 

* Master bedroom with ensuite 

* Fitted carpets 

* EPC=C 

£180,000 


EBS 



66 Margaret Street 

* End-terraced house 

* 2 double bedrooms 

* 2 reception rooms 

* Gas central heating 

* Great location; affordable rent 

* EPC=D 

Monthly rent of £475+ application fee 
£135 (inc VAT) 1 st tenant and £100 (inc 
VAT) each additional tenant. 

Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 


35 Duke Street 

* semi detched house * 2 bedrooms 

* UPVC doublazing to windows 

* gas boiler/radiator heating system 

* laminate floors to lounge and dining 
room 

* Available now for 6 month tenancy 

* EPC=E 

Monthly rent of £475+ application fee 
£135 (inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc 
VAT) each additional tenant. 

Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 


27 Windmill Hill 

* Contemporary styled modern house 

* LOCATED ON MAIN BUS ROUTE 

* 2 Bedrooms 

* Fitted kitchen with aplliances 

* Dressing room & en-suite 

* GAS CH & DG Windows 

* EPC=C 

Monthly rent of £525+ application fee 
£135 (inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc 
VAT) each additional tenant. 

Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 



115 Pottery Road 


* Three Bedroom Semi-detached House 

* Living Room Forming Lounge & Dining 
Area * Kitchen with oven, hob, extract, 
fridge & washing machine * Bathroom 
with Shower & Ensuite * Gas CH & DG 
windows * Enclosed Gardens * Off 
Road Parking * EPC=B * Available now! 
Monthly rent of £675+ application fee 
£135 (inc VAT) 1st tenant and £100 (inc 
VAT) each additional tenant. 

Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 



17 Allsops Close 


* End-terraced house 

* One double bedroom with walk-in 
wardrobe * Kitchen with oven, hob & 
hood * Bathroom with shower over bath 

* 1 Car-parking space 

* Attractive enclosed rear garden 

* DGW & Electric heating 

* Available December 2014 * EPC = D 
Monthly rent of £395+ application feel 
£135 (inc VAT) 1 st tenant and £100 (inc 
VAT) each additional tenant. 

Deposit required 6 weeks rent. 


Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www. cottons.co.uk 




6 JACMAR CRESCENT, SMETHWICK 



LYDIATE ASH HOUSE. 61 HALESOWEN 
ROAD, LYDIATE ASH, BR0MSGR0VE 


i forthcoming Cottons 

Auction 



CHAHTMIO SURVIYOIII 


Thursday 4th December 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


55 lots 

For full details of our lots available^ 
for advice on any aspect of Buying or 
Selling by Auction. 

Call our friendly and professional 
Auction team on 0121 247 2233 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Zonsidering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 



99 HIGHFIELD CRESCENT, HALESOWEN 



41 LOAD STREET, BEWDLEY 



DEVELOPMENT SITE FACTORY ROAD/OLD 
CROSS STREET, TIPTON 



FORMER LITTLE CHEF/LAND AT 
MANOR WAY, HALESOWEN 



LAND CORNER MASON STREET AND 
HOSPITAL STREET, BILST0N 



10 STOCKTON COURT, MASON STREET, 
BILSTON 
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Hot hatch is a crazy riot 


By James Parker 

Take one Fiat 500, add a crazy 
turbocharged engine, spicy bod- 
ykit and wait for the fireworks. 
Fiat’s evergreen 500 has been 
turned into a fire-breathing hot 
hatch before by legendary firm 
Abarth, but the latest version is 
now a permanent addition to the 
range. 

Available in semi-sensible Turismo or the 
100 per cent barmy Competitzione guise 
tested here, the Abarth 500 is not for the 
faint of heart. 

There’s a turbocharged 1.4-litre petrol 
unit up front that offers a healthy 158bhp 
but more significantly 170lb.ft of torque. 
The exterior wears a seriously tough bod- 


ykit and gorgeous alloy wheel options, 
while there’s stiffer suspension and uprat¬ 
ed brakes too. There’s some interesting 
touches inside too, such as the attractive 
metal-topped gearlever. 

It’s hard not to love the Abarth 500’s 
looks, even though from some angles it is 
almost comically pumped up. 

From a rational point of view, it has the 
proportions of a roller-skate, with a short 
wheelbase, big wheels and a minimal ride 
height, but it just makes you want to get in 
and drive it. 

Any notion that the standard 500 is a car 
‘just for girls’ is dismissed in a flash when 
it’s turned into an Abarth. Those in the 
know recognise the badge and those that 
don’t are intrigued. 

Don’t forget that the Abarth is still a city 
car, however much its transformation has 
rendered it better suited to the open road. 




‘Drive the 595 in the manner 
it deserves and you’ll revel 
in the gloriously torquey 
engine, the raucous exhaust 
note and the way in which it 
dives into bends.’ 


So up front there is a respectable 
amount of space for adults but the driving 
position is better suited to those under six 
feet in height. In the rear it’s kids or adults 
who are willing, rather than pure luxury. 

This particular 595 had the optional 
leather bucket seats, which are terrifically 
supportive and look superb. In fact it’s very 
easy to be carried away with the options 
list, especially when the end result is so 
much fun. 

Drive the 595 in the manner it deserves 
and you’ll revel in the gloriously torquey 
engine, the raucous exhaust note and 
the way in which it dives into bends with 


limitless enthusiasm. It’s a car that works 
best when you chuck it about rather than 
use a delicate hand. Do so and it’s a com¬ 
plete riot, as well as remarkably quick. Turn 
down the wick and it’s a little more like hard 
work. The great handling comes from the 
stiff suspension which means bumps are 
There’s actually quite a bit of competi¬ 
tion at this price level, and on the one hand 
the 595 Competitzione is far from cheap. 

However, it does come with a lot of kit 
too; items like Xenonheadlights and the 
glorious exhaust system are all standard. 

Go mad with the options list and you can 
break the £20k mark. 



Way of Life! 


VAT FREE AWESOME FOURSOME 


Splash from 

£7,999 


Swift from 


Contact Halesowen Motor House today 


Request a Test Drive today: suzuki.co.uk/halesowenmotorhouse 

Halesowen Motor House 


Dudley Road Halesowen B63 3NH 0121 462 2919 


Official Fuel Consumption Figures for the Suzuki Swift range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km): Urban 41.5-46.3 (6.8-6.1), Extra Urban 57.6-64.2 (4.9-4.4), Combined 

50.4- 56.5 (5.6-5.0), C0 2 emissions 128-116 g/km and for the Suzuki SX4 range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km): Urban 32.5-42.8 (8.7-6.6), Extra Urban 50.4-60.1 
(5.6-4.7), Combined 42.2-53.3 (6.7-5.3), C0 2 emissions 155-139 g/km and for the Suzuki Splash range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km): Urban 40.9-50.4 (6.9-5.6), 
Extra Urban 56.5-67.3 (5.0-4.2), Combined 49.6-60.1 (5.7-4.7), C0 2 emissions 131-109 g/km and for the Suzuki Alto range mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km): Urban 

43.5- 54.3 (6.5-5.2), Extra Urban 65.7-74.3 (4.3-3.8), Combined 55.4-65.7 (5.1-4.3), C0 2 emissions 118-99 g/km. 

The above fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. *Model shown: Swift SZ4 available from £12,199 (Metallic paint available at £430). *VAT free offer on Swift range: Swift 1.2 SZ2 3dr available 
from £8,999, including a customer saving of £1,800 to Swift 1.2 SZ4 5dr 4x4 available at £13,699 including customer saving of £2,740 which is equivalent to the VAT amount of the previous on the road price of £10,799 (SZ2 3dr) and £16,439 (SZ4 5dr 4x4). VAT Free offer 
excludes Swift Sport. *Model shown: SX4 SZ5 available from £13,249 (Metallic paint available at £430). *VAT free offer on SX4 range: SX4 1.6 SZ3 available from £10,495, including customer saving of £2,100 to SX4 SZ5 4x4 available at £13,249 including customer saving of 
£2,650 equivalent to VAT amount of previous on the road price of £12,595 (1.6 SZ3) and £15,899 (1.6 SZ5 4x4). *Model shown: Splash SZ4 available from £9,899 (Metallic paint available at £415). *VAT free offer on Splash range: Splash 1.0 SZ2 available from £7,999, including 
customer saving of £1,600 to Splash 1.2 SZ4 A/T available at £10,645 including customer saving of £2,129 equivalent to VAT amount of previous on the road price of £9,599 (SZ2) and £12,774 (SZ4 A/T). *Model shown: Alto SZ4 available from £7,999 (Metallic paint available 
at £399). *VAT free offer on Alto range: Alto 1.0 SZ available from £5,999, including customer saving of £1,200 to Alto 1.0 SZ4 A/T available at £8,625 including customer saving of £1,724 equivalent to VAT amount of previous on the road price of £7,199 (SZ) and £10,349 (SZ4 
A/T). VAT equivalent reduction is not available on vehicle options or accessories. VAT Free offer excludes Swift Sport. For full details contact your local participating Suzuki Dealer. Offer subject to availability for vehicles privately registered between 1st October 2014 to 
31st December 2014 from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. Offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers. All prices and specifications correct at time of going to print. 


Starch, SuzuWC*r*UK 

no£f 
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Convertible is practical and good day-to-day 


By Bob Hickman 

Who can doubt that over the last 
few years the Audi car company 
has moved onwards in huge leaps 
and bounds and been challenging 
other German car manufacturers to 
be placed as the Number 1 premi¬ 
um car manufacturer. 

The range has grown dramatically to over 40 
derivatives of the vehicle that carry the fourcir- 
cular rings as its logo. With the A3, Audi has 
effectively invented the small compact segment 
and with huge sales in the UK alone, it was only 
a matter of time before a further derivative ar¬ 
rived and the cabriolet appeared on the scene. 

As with all manufacturers, to stand still is to 
commit suicide and now the A3 has received a 
further makeover to enhance its already pleas¬ 
ant and appealing features. Audi already has 
the A5 and TT Roadster in its stable but with the 
A3 it now has a compact four seater converti¬ 


ble. It gives a sporty driving experience that is 
also functional for everyday use. It also enables 
accessibility for those whose budgets may not 
extent to the somewhat larger A5 or the space 
restricted TT. 

The designers have looked carefully at the 
A3 and the new version is as you would expect 
slightly larger than the vehicle it replaces and 
this translates in to more passenger space and 
a little bit more possible practicality in the in¬ 
terior. Audi has appeared to have adopted the 
philosophy of if something is not broken then 
let’s not try and repair it and there is a huge 
similarity between the previous vehicle and the 
new incumbent. 

There is a mixture from the part’s bin as is 
understandable and the vehicle now has a 
longer bodywork that has changed quite con¬ 
siderably at the rear, behind the roof section. 
One noticeable change is the implementation 
of the high level brake lights that are now on 
the leading edge of the boot lid. One thing that 
Audi did look carefully at with the original A3, 


and this has been continued with the new ve¬ 
hicle, is its handling and its loss of rigidity due 
to the roof being removed. The engineers have 
strengthened the A pillars, sills, bulkhead and 
the floor, by the utilization of high tensile steel 
and because these features are low in the vehi¬ 
cle the centre of gravity remains lower and this 
enhances the handling dynamics. 

Roof 

With the A3 Audi has continued with the use 
of canvas for the roof, avoiding the tin top ver¬ 
sions. The thermal and acoustics features of 
this fabric roof are just as good as being in a 
conventional saloon and it is somewhat difficult 
to differentiate between driving a soft top and 
a hard one. This is down to the insulation and 
also the closeness of the fit and the quality of 
the machines utilised. The roof folds in to an 
area all of its own that does sadly encroach 
slightly in to the boot space as it needs a de¬ 
vice to lower a section of the boot so as not to 
crush articles when it’s used. That having been 


said the boot is reasonably generous and the 
opening aperture is narrow but it makes up for 
this by being wide. One feature with the roof 
that is quite incredible and during our test peri¬ 
od I actually did try it out due to the inclement 
weather, is the facility to put the roof back in to 
place whilst travelling at up to 30 mph. I was 
pessimistic that this might work and was con¬ 
cerned that with the roof raised it would give 
the appearance of a sail and could possibly be 
damaged. But at 20 mph it worked effectively 
and we were cocooned in warmth and avoided 
the heavy rain storm that developed. 

Audi has continued with their tradition of 
badging them as a Standard, Sport and S-line. 
The choice of engines is betwixt petrol and die¬ 
sel with a diminutive 1.2 TFi producing 105 bhp 
as the entry level and my particular test vehi¬ 
cle the Sport, was equipped with the 2-litre 140 
bhp diesel. This produces a low 110 kgs of C02 
which is going to put it in to the lower category 
for excise duty. 

The performance from the extremely pleas¬ 


ant 2-litre diesel was sufficient to give a po¬ 
tential top speed of 139 mph; the 0-60 gallop 
could be achieved in marginally under 9 sec¬ 
onds. Audi claim 67.3 mpg on the combined 
cycle and during my week with the vehicle and 
over 500 miles, I managed to achieve 50.7 mpg 
according to the computer fitted. 

From an ownership, driving perspective the 
A3 had a sharp steering and felt dynamically 
secure in most conditions. With the roof down 
there was quite a considerable amount of buf¬ 
feting but with the rear wind deflector in place 
this reduced this to a more than acceptable lev¬ 
el and made the vehicle extremely comfortable. 
Two negatives with the wind deflector, howev¬ 
er. It makes the vehicle a two seater car, as it 
completely takes over the rear. The other big 
criticism is how anybody can justify £290 for a 
bit of tube and some netting. 

A3 cabriolets are available from £20,915 for 
the 1.2-litre petrol and the top of the range 2-li- 
tre petrol S-line, will set you back £28,790. My 
2-litre TDi Sport was priced at £27,820. 



NEW FOR THE PRICE OF USED! 

SAVE NEARLY 30% ON A NEW CORSA EXCITE 


CORSA (29 
EXCITE 1.2 
16V3DRA/C ^ 

Specification includes: 

• Mobile phone system with Bluetooth 

• 16” alloy wheels • Front fog lights 

• Graphic information display 

• CD/MP3 CD player/USB/aux-in socket/ 
stereo radio (CD40) 

£8995 


A, 

\J w 


A DON’T MISS 

P n £i n THIS AMAZING 

£ JO40 OFFER - CALL 

OFF RRP US NOW 


Dudley Motor Company 

Dudley 

01384 454100 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


Halesowen Motor House 

Halesowen 

0121 462 2916 

www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 

01384 447970 

www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 


At this price, 
they’ll be going, 
going, gone 


TWall Garage 

Kingswinford 

01384 288333 

www.twall.co.uk 


VALfXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excluding Ampera): Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 20.6 (13.7) - 85.6 (3.3). C0 2 emissions: 324 - 88g/km. 

Availableat participating retailers only. Conditional Sale. Offers available on orders or registrations made by 31st December 2014. Official EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Picture for illustration purposes only. 
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Express & Star 


Thousands have already flocked to the Show! 

...have you? 





Review your new car by video before you test drive! 



DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 

• Video reviews • Dealership information 
• Latest manufacturer offers 

expressandstar.com/drivetime 



61 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exclusive Silver 5k 
61 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDIVTR+ Beige 5k 
61 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Blue 25k 
11 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Green 12k 
61 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Blue 33k 
61 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Grey 21k 
61 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Icare 1800 Miles 
61 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ Silver 14k 
57 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Blue 52k 

59 C6 2.7 HDI Exclusive Auto Grey 

57 C6 2.7 HDI Lignage Auto Silver 61k 
07 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTX Red 86k 
Ford 

11 C-Max 1.6 TI-VCT Zetec White 34k 
61 Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Blue 5k 

60 Fiesta 1.2 Zetec White 12k 

11 Fiesta 1.4 Titanium Auto Vision Blue 24k 
11 Focus 1.6 Zetec Black 20k 
10 Fusion 1.4 TDCI Zetec Grey 24k 
55 Fusion 1.6 Zetec Auto Blue 36k 


Retail 

£9,295 

£8,995 

£8,295 

£8,295 

£9,995 

£10,995 

£12,795 

£11,495 

£5,995 

£8,495 

£7,295 

£3,795 

£8,995 

£8,995 

£8,295 

£8,295 

£9,495 

£6,995 

£3,995 


£500 off | 


Nissan 

61 Micra 1.2 Acenta Auto Blue 9k 

62 Note 1,4 N-Tec+Blue 5k 

08 Note 1.6 Acenta R Auto Red 26k 
61 Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto Blue 36k 
61 Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto Red 5k 
10 Note 1.6 Tekna Auto Blue 23k 
61 Note 1.6 Tekna Auto Caffe Latte 1 lk 
59 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Black 43k 
61 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Red 24k 
61 Qashqai 1.6 Acenta Black 1 lk 
61 Qashqai 1.6 Acenta Silver 13k 



,295 

,495 

,795 

',495 

',995 

',495 

1,495 

,795 

,495 

,995 

,795 


Peugeot: 

61 207 1.4 Active Silver 8k 

57 207 1.4 S SW Est Silver 37k 

61 3008 1.6 HDI Active EGC Black 34k 

61 3008 1.6 HDI Sport Black 5k 

61 3008 1.6 HDI Sport EGC Brown 23k 

61 308 1.6 HDI Access 5dr Grey 19k 

Renault 

60 Clio 1.5 DCI Dyn TomTom Est Grey 13k 

61 Gr Modus 1.5 DCI Dyn Silver 4k 

61 Gr Modus 1.6 Dynamique Auto 15k 
08 Scenic 1.6 Dynamique Gold 55k 

Vauxhall 

60 Corsa 1.2 Exclusiv Silver 27k 

62 Corsa 1.2 SE Silver 14k 

11 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exc Auto Blue 29k 

61 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exc Auto Silver 19k 
11 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Grey Ilk 
61 Meriva 1.7 CDTI SE Brown 35k 

11 Zafira 1.6 Exclusiv Red 31k 
11 Z afira 1.7 CDTI Exc Ultra Blue 25k 

All Motability Vehicles an? 

- Full Service History 
-1 Owner from New 

- Guaranteed low Mileage _ 



£7,495 

£7,795 

£7,295 

£3,795 

£5,995 

£8,495 

£6,995 

£7,795 

£7,495 

£7,995 

£7,795 

£8,795 


liher 


12 Honda Jazz 1.3 I-Vtec EX Black 7k £9,795 

13 Hyundai 120 1.2 Active Grey 12k £8,495 

12 Hyundai 130 1.6 CRDI Active Auto Grey 32k £9,495 

12 Proton Satria 1.6 Neo GSX 3dr Orange 18k £5,495 

11 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI CR SE Auto Red 12k £9,795 

61 Skoda Roomster 1.2 TSI SE Auto Black 14k £8,995 

05 Suzuki Wagon 1.3 R+ WT Red 42k £2,995 

61 Toyota Verso 1.6 V-Matic T2 7 Seats Blue 8k £9,995 

06 VW Golf 1.4 S3dr Black 79k £4,495 

63 VWGolf 1.2 TSI 105 SDSG Silver 2k £14,795 


OakGarage 

rn uk 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Unit I - 2 Sterling Park, Brierley Hill,West Midlands, Dy5 ITB 
Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 
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Tesla now in the Midlands 


Electric car maker Tesla con¬ 
tinues its expansion in the 
UK with the launch of a new 
West Midlands-based store 
and six ‘Supercharger’ re¬ 
charging points. 

A five-minute drive from A45 and 
A38, the Tesla Birmingham retail and 
service centre in Digbeth is the firm’s 
fourth UK store. 

By the end of 2014, customers will 
be able to visit Tesla stores and ser¬ 
vice centres across the country. The 


company is currently recruiting for 
upcoming sales and service facilities 
in Manchester, Bristol, Newcastle and 
Edinburgh. 

The company also continues to ex¬ 
pand its charging network, with six Su¬ 
percharging sites now open. 

In London, three new Supercharg¬ 
ing sites at Canary Wharf, Tower 
Bridge and Westfield White City add to 
locations at Portman Square and Roy¬ 
al Victoria Docks. 

As well as Tesla’s existing site in 
Birmingham, the company has added 


Reading, Bristol and Edinburgh to its 
network. Within the next six months, 
the company claims Model S drivers 
will be able to drive the length of the 
UK relying only on Superchargers. 

Commenting on the company’s 
progress, Georg Ell, Tesla’s country 
director for the UK and Ireland, said: 
“We are working on additional Lon¬ 
don locations with new sites to be an¬ 
nounced shortly. Our plan for routes 
around the UK is also under way and 
we now have four locations outside of 
the capital.” 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 
www.nedowning.co.uk 


funeral services 


rriaAwrs . r 


Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 
welcomes collections to 
support our vital work. 

All donations will help us to 
care for more local families 
living with terminal illness 

For more information on how 
to support your hospice, 
please go to 

www.birminghamhospice.org.uk 
or call 

0121 472 1191 

Reg. charity number: 503456 


lost & found 


LOST—Brown leather quote book, 
Dovedale Road area. Small 
reward if found. Call Paul on 
07989 238510. 


1 

Family 



GENTS ALL WOOL dressing gown, 
large, never used, £40. ono. 

01902 741096. 



BARGAIN! 

MOBILITY SCOOTER 

Excellent condition. 

4 wheels. 

Folds into boot. 

Can deliver free if local. 

£295. 

07508 311029. 


FOOT ABLE - Struggling to reach 
yourtoe nails? Call for a home visit, 
07846 326801 - NHS reg. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 

MINIVATOR STRAIGHT STAIR- 
LIFT W’ton area. Purchaser to dis¬ 
mantle. Offers invited. Enquiries to 
Dawn on 01902 712812. 
MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



DOLLS SILVER CROSS carriage 
pram, green / cream, good condi¬ 
tion, with doll and bedding. £75. 
01902 741096. 


2 

Leisure 

Time 


CARAVAN WANTED 

Able to collect straight away. 
Please Telephone 
07717 090817 


ALL CARAVANS 
WANTED 

: Any Age or Condition ; 

*CA$H* 

♦WAITING* 

Immediate collection 


- Call Bob on 07787 833833 * 



COMPASS RALLYE 

2003,19ft, 4 berth, end 
bathroom, fixed bed, hot/cold 
water, fly nets, blinds, full oven 
and fridge, toilet, awning and 
extras, excellent condition, 
£4,600 ono. 

07769 564288. 


SECURE CARAVAN 
ANDNIOTORHOME 

STORAGE AVAILABLE IN 
KIDDERMINSTER AREA 

Reasonable rates 

Call:07943 512614 



CALLAWAY Big Bertha golf clubs x 
9, left hand, graphite shafts, taylor 
made Burner Driver, trolley bag, 
£150 ono. 01384 258354. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 
_/bookanad_ 

MULTIGYM. Hardly used, as new, 
cost £299. Can deliver. £150. 
07504 775959. 




CREAM TWO seater leather sofa 
with remote control recliner chair, 
footstool, £250 ono. 07791 591498. 


Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

DOUBLE GLAZED patio windows, 
6x6 and 5x6, £150 ono, front door 
£25.01902 755180 

ELECTRIC ARMCHAIR. Rises 
down and lifts feet up, like new £70. 
Hostess trolley, 4 dishes, £30. 

Telephone 07506 660317. 

GLASS BUILDING blocks, never 
used, x 11, RRP £45, now £35. 
01902 741096. 

WIND IN THE WILLOWS figures, 
ideal Christmas or Birthday 
present, excellent condition, £20 
each.01543 422372. 



READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


items wanted 


A 01384 212555 

AStOn S Tower St 

1.1 V/ITT! Dudley DY11NB 

ALL ITEMS WANTED FOR 
AUCTION OR CASH PAID 

WE WANT - jewellery, watches, antiques, coins , 
medals, clocks, tools, ceramics, glassware, cars, 
motorbikes, quality bicycles, anything considered. 
SPECIALIST TOY & MODEL DEPT - Dinky toys, 
Model Railway, Star Wars, Barbie/Sindy, Lego etc. 

www.astonsauctioneers.co.uk 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


ALL BOXED/LOOSE 
RAILWAY COLLECTIONS 
WANTED 

ANY GAUGE OR AGE 

Also live steam, also Diecast, 
Dinky, Corgi, Spot On. 
Guaranteed top cash prices 
paid!! 

0121 602 2569/07891 713547. 
thetrai nmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 


NEFF ELECTRIC OVEN 

and Gas Hob, Dark Blue in 
colour, Both clean and in 
working order 

£140 ono. 

01384 573220 



sales 


FAULTY TVS, LAPTOPS & PS2’S 

Bought for cash. Please telephone 
07404 837309 for prices. 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 


1 aerial into 2 rooms £85 
1 aerial into 4 rooms £125 

GXEEB&lKDSE® 


z/SSSSz/ 7 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS. Exten¬ 
sions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways. See us on ‘Rated 
People’. Call 01902 579592/ 07837 
994465 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


blinds 


AB- inds 

Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


carpet & upholstery j 
v cleaning _| 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


fencing 


PORTWAY FENCING 

^SPECIAL OFFER* 

10 Bays of quality fencing concrete posts, gravel 
boards & heavy duty panels supplied and fitted 
for® >0 3 

www.portwayfencing.com 
Office: 0121 531 5250 <->✓ 
Mobile: 07866 137656*^} 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 
•Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters 

decorators 


□ 


MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


removals 


ABIE REMOVALS 

local & Distance 


Competitive Prices: 
Moves from only £99 

Call 07870 341089 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07899 635852. 


roofing 


FIRST DIRECTION ROOFING Flat 
roof, tile roofing replace and repair. 
Fascias, soffits and guttering. 
Trustatrader.com listed. Free 
quotes call 0800 0246151. 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 


skip hire 


GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


Beautiful black German 
Shepherd Boy. 

Two years old, neutered, 
superb temperment. 

Zeuc, needs a kind responsible 
home as pet only due to owners 
ill health. 

Call 01384 252158. 


kitchens 


low cost kikuims 

^jyGH QUALITY Umm CAUNETS AS STANDARD 
CLOSE HIHGfS FflgE OF CHARGE 
I FROM f499 - NEVES IEATEN ON PRICE 
FREE MEASUK MO DESIGN SERVICE 
OU. NOW FOR »fW QUOTE 01212558003 


iKJOsrra; mm 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


CHOCOLATE LABRADOODLE 

puppies, wormed, insured, super 
temperament, ready now, low price 
to good homes. 01568 780502. 
COCKER SPANIEL dog puppy, 
show type, vet checked, £550. 
Telephone 01299 401790. 
COLLIE CROSS Cocker Spaniel 
pups, black / white, Tri, great with 
children. 07502 530550. 

JACK RUSSELL Chihuahua’s, 9 
weeks old, wormed, £180-£200. 
01384 78588 / 075728 36519. 


KIND HOMES WANTED 

Ollie, 2 year old Patterdale 
Cross Jack Russell, black and 
tan, lovely little chap. 
Lizzie, 2 year old Border Collie 
cross Staffie, black and white, 
affectionate and friendly. 
Sirius, 18 month old black 
Lurcher, well behaved. 
George, English Bull Terrier, 
very mature, gentleman dog. 
Border Collies from 6 months. 
Ivy, 6 year old Terrier, friendly 
active and sweet, loves 
everyone. 

www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 
01588 676106 

MALTESE TERRIER 8 months old, 
must go to loving home, health 
reasons force sale. 0121 5445997. 
PEDIGREE LABRADOR Puppies, 
yellow and chocolate. Boys and 
Girls. Insured, 12 weeks old. £300. 
01568 780502. 

TWO JACK russell cross pomerain- 
ian pups, 1 tan female, 1 black boy, 
£100 each. 07824 598710. 
WANTED Dog, female for house pet, 
breed unimportant but must have 
nice nature, good home ensured for 
genuine dog lover. 07970 485491. 



THIS SPACE 


aun_r^ BEJ 
PROMPT I NG 
YOUR 

BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


5 m 

Business & 
. Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 
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Property 





NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

APARTMENT Market Square, W- 
ton, 2 bed, secure parking, £500 
deposit, £495pm. 07956 259404. 

ASHMORE PARK. Neat and tidy. 
1 Bed Flat for rent. £350pcm. 
Telephone 07402 166789. 

DUDLEY, OLDBURY / Blackheath, 
1/2 bed flats, deposit / rent neg. 
0121 5500064 or 07970 980955. 

ONE BED FLAT, Netherton. GCH, 
DG Deposit required. £100 p/w. 
No Texts 07976 781003. 

ONE BED Large fully furnished flat. 
With garden. Brierley Hill. DY5. No 
DSS. £85 p/w. 07930 508309. 

ONE BED modernised 1st floor flat, 
above shops, in Featherstone. All 
inquiries 07885 832793. 

ROOMS TO LET in shared house, 
near Cradley Heath Station, 
£55/£60pw all inc. 07837 653830. 

SMART ROOMS in shared house in 
Netherton. Single £85pw, Double 
£95pw inc bills. No DSS. 01384 
401747/07940 116130. 

TIVIDALE SMALL studio flat, DG, 
DSS accepted. Call or text 07779 
615293. 


DON’T SELL Before calling me First. 
Call Richard now 

07756 022973 

FORGET THE REST We pay 100% 
of purchase price always 
0800 085 6626 

GET THE BEST PRICE 

For your house from me now 
0121 308 7786 



SELL 

IT 

FAST 

SELL 

IT 

LOCAL 


"The advert 
started on the 


TWO BEDROOMED semi, W-ton. 
Alarmed, CH, front / rear gardens, 
no DSS £480pcm. 01902 #57766. 



Friday, sold on 
the Saturday!" 



LLANGYNIEW, MID WALES 


Superb chalet bungalow. 
Fully residential, 3 beds. 
Fully double glazed and central 
heating. Lovely gardens, all 
round with a view over the 
valley. 

Reduced to £75,000 ono. 
Telephone 01938 811194. 

★ ★★ 

THREE BEDROOM 
BUNGALOW SEISDON 

Fully refurbished, master 
bedroom with en suite, further 
re fitted bathroom, private 
gardens, garage, new patio 
area, mainly lawned. 

Offers around £295,000. 


01384 233961.07793 606238. 

★ ★★ 



TWO BUNGALOWS 
SEMI DETACHED 
KIDDERMINSTER 

Both two bedroom. 


In need of modernisation, 
substantial plot of land, four car 
workshop at rear, 
sold as one unit. 


£265,000. 

Telephone 01562 822266 
(after 7pm) 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 



HOME CASH BUYER 

WILL PAY 15K MORE 
Complete within 7 days 

Ring Paul, 

07870 341089 


A BETTER CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time 
01902 628047 

CALL US FIRST FOR THE TOP 
PRICE for your house 
0800 169 1118 


"Sold quickly 
which was 
great" 


"I had to take 
advantage 
of the free 
repeats part of 
the package 
but it's still 
great that I 
sold the car" 


£ 19.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 


6 nights Free if 
you do not sell! 

Includes one week online 
and your local Chronicles 

TELEPHONE - 
01902 317878 

ONLINE - 

WWW. 

expressandstar. 

com/booanad 

IN PERSON - 
At your local 
Express & Star 
office 

‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. 
Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 
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“ClassffiedAds 


01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


properties wanted 




We are a family rui 
A fair offer from pc 

We also b 


text GOAL 
to 88802 
end we will call 
you back now. 


i local bi 
ople you 




trust. 


Buying properties for over 30 years. 
No fees - Free solicitors. 


-.--ei/ r <e#v your < 


factories 




[we can buy your house in 

800 389 6788 - 


woivernampton properties 



I A WE BUY 

t < >4 > IVanyhouse 

ANY AREA 

, 'na„-’ ANY CONDITION 24-7 08000856626 

talk in confidence . Subject to teims& conditions WWWW WWW VWfaV 

we can hep 


HICAN BEAT ANY PRICE! 

FOR THE BEST PRICE OH YOUR HOME t 


• Guaranteed offer* • Any condition • Free solicitors • No fees* 


Dewmcifk 

* Terms apply Home/ 




+SICK 

of trying to sell your house 
Call the House Doctor 
Now for the best price 



sell you house 

ive are just a 
phone call away 

• Any Circumstances 

• Any condition • No fees 
Fast completion 

0800 085 2455 


pink 


No FW Any nrr** 

Any property KfputMualca* atop 

Any nrwidltlnn Dtitunl OftUka 

ftw uoafldanitfti 


0800 

169 *«*»i 

1118 


I BUY ANY HOUSE 
4 CASH 
QUICK AND 
EASY 
call Alex 
0800 917 1233 
Anytime 



One phone call 

Solves all your problems 

Sell your house now 

a guaranteed offer, no fees, fast completion any condition, any circumstances 



CALL PENNY for 
TOP PRICES NOW 

*Local *Honest ^Reliable 

0800 389 6788 


Get Up to 100% For Your House 


^ Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
^ 100% Confidential. No obligation 




Fast Sale 
Maximum Value 




r 

Its simple as that... 
you will get the 
best deal on your 
home from 

Cash 

FIRST GENERAL 

HO IVIES 

Deal 

L 

0800 917 1233 

A 



SOLD 


r 


Springbok 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/TH^ine 0800 092 5743 

9 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


Short breaks, holidays and 
long haul adventures to 
destinations near and far 

...by coach, rail, Eurostar, 
self-drive and air 


IT 


star extraTRAVEL 

See us online at: www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Brought to you by the Express & Star 


Jobs 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 

“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 

FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 

HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 

' CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 

01902 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV /PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• • Free Assessments 

• CPC Courses 
Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


THREE ROSES HOME Clent DY9 
9QP Adults with Learning Disabili¬ 
ties Care Assistant Level 3 
Required Part time post inc sleep in 
duty Car driver essential. Phone 
01562 730730 or email 

threerosesmail@yahoo.co.uk 
for an application form 


PHOTO BOOTH ATTENDENTS 

required, must have car and full 
driving licence. Earn up to £20phr, 
weekend work, full training given. 
Call 01384 77703. 
www.photobooth.co.uk/jobs 


500 TONNE BRAKE PRESS 
OPERATOR must be able to work 
on own initiative, read drawings and 
hold a forklift licence. Please apply: 
johnc@alderdale.com or telephone 
0121 561 5500. 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 

01902 317878 

a-- 

Classified 




























































Class if edAds 


full time - general 






PEDMORE TECHNOLOGY 
COLLEGE & 
COMMUNITY SCHOOL 


PEUGEOT 206 VERVE 1.4 

06 reg. 3dr. Red. 67k. 

6 months MoT. Two keys. 

Air Con. Alloys. Parrot Hands 
Free. Part service history. 
Nice car. 

£1,695. 

07850113660. 


PEUGEOT 306 LX, red, 1.4 petrol, 
MoT Feb 2015, 94k, good condition 
£450. Perton 07939 511813. 


Grange Lane, Stourbridge, 
West Midlands DY9 7HS 


PEUGEOT 307 HDI DIESEL, (04), 
black, long MoT, fsh. Beautiful con¬ 
dition, £1,250. 

07867 685569. 


Tel: 01384 816660 Fax: 01384 816659 
Email: acherrington@pedmoretc.dudley.sch.uk 


Independent Learning Centre Manager 


We require an experienced professional to lead, manage & co¬ 
ordinate our Independent Learning Centre. 

The post would suit a recent graduate or experienced person 
who is dynamic and has a passion for sharing and guiding 
students in their learning. 

We are a school of 560 secondary age students in Stourbridge. 
Our Independent Learning Centre provides support to learning 
throughout the school day using both ICT and library based 
resources. 

The post is full time, 37 hours per week for 39 weeks of the Year. 
The salary is in the range of Local Government Employees, Scale 
6 (£17,182 to £18,844). 

The successful candidate will be able to work independently and 
interact effectively with secondary age children. 

For further information please contact: Mrs A Cherrington 
Closing date: Friday 5 December 2014 

Pedmore Technology College and Community 
School is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children & young 
people and expects all all staff and volunteers 
to share this commitment. 


Dudley 
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Motoring 


AUDI A3 SPORTBACK 
2.0 TDi 

54 reg, 111,500 miles, SH, 
18ins alloys, half leather, 5-dr, 
CD player, metallic black, EW, 
very good condition, MoT, loads 
of extras. 

£3,450 ono. 

01384 359152 or 


MINI COOPER 

2005, 55 Reg., 23,000 miles, 
blue/white, ABS, EW, air bag, 
alarm, long MoT, full manufac¬ 
turers body kit, half leather. 
£5,250. 

01902 883122. 


MINI HATCH COOPER 

2005, 58,000 Miles, white, 12 
months MoT, Chillii Pack, 
petrol, manual, very good con¬ 
dition, 

£4,500 ono 
07966180897 


NISSAN MICRA SE 

2003, 1.2 SE 5 Door 74,500 
Miles, Blue Met. A/C, October 
2015 MoT, New Timing Chain 
Fitted, Over £1000 spent 
recently. 

£1,950 ono 
07460 374249 


PEUGEOT 207SW 

57 reg, 1.4 petrol, 5dr, Lunar 
Mist, 42,200 miles, one owner, 
MoT and serviced until October 
2015, FSH. 

£3 795 

Contact: 07969 227792. 


07806 668989. 


FIAT MULTIPLA. 2007, 99,000 
miles, pale blue, 6-seats. MoT’d. 
Diesel. Excellent condition. 
Only £2,400. Call 07879 822411. 

FORD FIESTA 2010, 1600 diesel 
sports, full leather, traction control, 
parking sensors, 12 months MoT, 
£6,500. 07787 412992. 



FORD FOCUS C-MAX 


ZETEC 

2004, diesel, automatic, grey, 
57,000 miles, ABS, EW, electric 
mirrors, air con, FSH, alarm, 
long MoT, central locking, PAS, 
tax, Alloys, CD, immaculate 

£2,100 

07811 340605 


FORD FOCUS ESTATE 1.8 TDi. 

2002, silver, 112k, FSH. Immacu¬ 
late. £1,650. Genuine callers only. 
Telephone 07850 330251. 


ESTATE 


JAGUAR XTYPESPORT 

2004, 130k, blue, abs, electric 
windows/mirrors, air bag, a/c, 
alarm, MoT,c/I, pas, diesel, 
alloys, Bose stereo/CD, leather 
interior, towbar, dog guard, new 
clutch/fly wheel. 

£2,000 ono. 

07817 209258. 


MAZDA 2 

1.3TS 2008, 3 door, 1349cc, 
golden metallic, one owner 
from new, 51,000 miles, AC, 
FSH, 

excellent condition, 

£4,195 ono. 

07939 254041.01785 282652. 


MAZDA 2 TS2 3DR 

60 reg, white, FSH, one lady 
owner, 12 months MoT, immu- 
late, showroom condition inside 
and out, 11,000 miles only, 

£5,750. 

07535 392478. 


MAZDA 6 TS2 Diesel Estate, 2009, 
87k, MoT Sept, met copper red, a/c, 
multi CD, e/w, cruise control, clean, 
tidy, £4,250 ono. 07941 112657. 


VAUXHALL CORSA SXi, 09 Reg, 
MoT, 36,500 miles, silver, £3,300 
o.n.o. 01922 409284. 

VW GOLF 2013, TDi, bluemotion, 
14,000 miles, white, good condi¬ 
tion. £15,995. 

07969 558684. 


VW POLO 1.2E 56 reg, red, 5-dr, 
67K, PAS, CD, CL, park camera, 
MoT, history/just serviced, £3,200. 
01384 258061.07759 237779. 




ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CITROEN C2 IIOOcc, 2004, full 
MoT, 83,000 miles, ideal first car, 
£995. 07984 297114 

DAIHATSU YRV 2002, 80,000 
Miles, Silver, AC, fsh, MoT, Excel¬ 
lent miles per gallon, very good for 
year £575.00 ono. 07967 020356 

FORD KA, 54 plate, 79,000 miles, 8 
months MoT, pepper red, very good 
condition inside and out, £895. 
o.n.o. 07944 128828. 


HYUNDAI SANTA FE 

2003, 92,000 miles, metallic 
silver, MoT, all electric, air con, 
central locking, pas, sunroof, 
alloys, stereo, CD, spots, CD 
changer. 

£ 1 , 100 . 

07803 259906. 


JAGUAR X TYPE, 2002,130k miles, 
blue, long MoT, full spec, good con¬ 
dition, drives well, £750. 

07960 838833. 

MAZDA 6 2004, petrol, FSH, 86k, 
MoT Aug 15, good condition, lady 
owner. £1,200 ono. 07927 402159 
or 0121 520 3151. 

NISSAN PRIMERA Saloon, 1.8 
petrol, 2003, 74,000 miles, 12 
months MoT, genuine reason for 
sale, £1,150. 01902 336263. 

PEUGEOT 106 1.1 L XL Independ¬ 
ence, blue, MoT Sept 2015. Ideal 
first car, 1997, P reg, £395. 

01902 655895 or 07785 130200. 

PEUGEOT 206 Estate, 1.4, 90k, 05 
reg, MoT, A/C, PAS, CD, 1 lady 
owner. Excellent condition. £1,275. 
07429 999105. 


PEUGEOT 206 
STATION WAGON SXi 

52 plate, 59,000 miles, 12 
months MoT, new clutch and 
tyres, excellent condition. 

£ 1 , 200 . 

07772 337190. 


ROVER 25 2004, MoT September 
2015, 68,000 miles, new cambelt, 
gold, good condition / runner. £600 
ono. 07896 761908. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 02 reg, 1600cc, 
67,500 miles, spares or repair. 

£350 ono. 

07773 306712. 

VW BEETLE 2.0, 2000, service 
history, green, new cam belt, MoT 
Feb, dent on sill, £700 ono. 01902 
732193 or 07475 638786. 



CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Private cash buyer 
Instant cash settlement. 
Any age. any condition. 

Call Market Drayton. 
01630 652993. 



RENAULT MASTER DCi90 Van, 
high top, SWB, 2003, some MoT, 
white. £950 ono. 

07943 082681. 



Homer’s 


Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 


www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



A BRITISH BIKE wanted by retired 
gent, to restore to former glory, any¬ 
thing considered, good price paid. 
01543 422237. 

GENERIC TR 125New June 2013, 
1,900 miles, one owner. 

£1,495. 

07764 819683. Dudley. 

HONDA VARADERO XL125, V/6, 
56 plate, 13,000 miles, MoT, very 
good condition, £1,600 ono. 

07973 489069. 


VIXEN 125 VX Supermoto, 10 plate, 
MoT’d, £675 ono. 

01902 498020. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 


TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 



01902 562853 PH 
07977 499516 V 
07895 346811- 24 hrs 


A B SPARES 


Pays More 

All Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 

Free Collection 

Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902 493110/0121 525 5813 daytime 
01902 659775 evenings 


IVIGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083/ 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
Call 01902 597035 /07903 549849. 



mobile 

mechanics 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 

tyres / wheels / > 
V exhausts 


ALLOY WHEELS 18ins with new 
brand tyres 215/35/18 £275. Alloy 
wheels 16ins 4 stud with good tyres 
£150. 07543 237183. 


9 

Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



GENTLEMAN 60 

Slim, single, very good sense of 
humour, caring nature, no ties, 
like walks, sport, meals out, 
nights in and out, light smoker, 
WLTM slim lady similar age for 
hopefully long term relationship 
for sharing life and being there 
for each other. 

Genuine replies only please. 
Box Number PI 9586 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

GENUINE GENTLEMAN 

Likes good company, cinema, 
eating in and out, clubbing, 
bowling, gardening, walking, 
with a good sense of humour. 
Seeking a lady, any age, for 
friendship maybe more. 
Box Number PI 9580 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 

★ ★★ 


I AM A 69 YEAR OLD 
WIDOW 

5ft tall of medium build, looking 
for a gentleman between 60 
and 70 to share my life with. 
Must be car driver and non 
smoker. 

I have my OHAC and initially 
looking for Friendship with 
Relationship later on if compat¬ 
ible. I live in the Sedgley area 
and would appreciate a 
photograph. 

Box Number PI 9582 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


Personals 
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A VERY GENUINE GUY 35 

Attractive, honest, caring 
and fun to be around, seeks 
a similar genuine lady, 
aged 27-43 ONLY. 

I enjoy country walks and pubs, 
nights in and out, holidays UK 
and abroad and would (ike to 
share these things with a like 
minded lady. West Midlands 
areas preferred. 

Photo appreciated (returned). 
Box Number PI 9596 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


I’M GOING FISHING ... 

Will I catch a slim, fast, salmon, 
a lovely trout or a shark? 
The choice is ours if you take 
my bait. 

Gent, early 50’s, 5ft 9in, n/s, 
own house, own cars, lives in 
local village, wants to attract a 
lady for great activities in life, 
along with nights in/out, country 
walks and holidays. 

It’s Christmas, let’s make this 
one special for us. 

X 

Box Number PI 9590, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


MALE, 50 

Seeks female friendship, under 
50, for days and evenings out 
together. 

Box Number PI 9588, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

^Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 



‘Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 

L 



LONDON THEATRE 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 



Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 


Saturday Night from £139. 95 
Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for 
shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the 
matinee performance before heading back to the hotel for dinner 
and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you will 
see the evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star 
outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine 
and Dance options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149." 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your 
ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £209." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton 
on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade. Plus two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your 
choice (hotel supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket 
for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


For a theatre brochure or a list of our 
current breaks, please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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Women seeking men 


JULIE loving, caring, honest, 
seeks real gent to share 
conversation and have a great 
time, friendship/relationship, who 
knows? Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 412777 0 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel No: 0905 002 
1883 Box No: 413399 
SALLY stunning lady looking for 
dinner dates, partying and 
generally having a good time 
with generous man looking for 
his mojo! No strings, go on call 
me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:412599 0 

LUCY, 32yrs, blonde lady seeks 
naughty boys of any age for no 
strings fun. Tel No: 0905 002 
1887 Box No: 413443 
DEBS petite attractive auburn 
haired, good listener, romantic, 
enjoys socialising, cosy nights in 
with Mr Right, seeking similar 
caring N/S single dad. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

412387| 

KAREN, 42yrs, attractive and 
broadminded, seeks no strings 
fun with chap any age, must be 
discreet. Tel No: 0905 002 1891 
Box No: 407953 
JAN slim curvy professional 
warm, affectionate, looking to fill 
full time vacancy with similar 
male who loves cuddles/kisses 
and bikes for romance. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

412167| 

JANE, 40s, tall, blonde leggy 
lady, honest and keen to meet 
gent for fun times. I can make 
you happy! Tel No: 0905 002 
1895 Box No: 361745 
ATTRACTIVE slim brunette, 47, 
N/S, seeks tall, slim male for a 
cut above the average 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 412725 
ADVENTUROUS sexy lady, 
38yrs, married but seeks no 
strings fun with discreet man, 
any age. I'm tall, slim and dom¬ 
inant. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1937 Box 415301 
KAREN pretty blonde, short in 
stature, big personality, keeps fit, 
loves dogs, seeking honest, 
caring male who can make me 
laugh. Nothing too serious just 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:412377 0 

SALLY, 38yrs large cuddly lady 
seeks slim men for discreet 
meetings. Text Only 4550193 0 
JEAN petite female who enjoys 
golf, days out, cosy evenings in, 
holidays, WLTM older male in his 
60's with a good personality and 
big heart. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 412359 0 
TRUDY 36yrs, wltm broadmind¬ 
ed men of any age/area for day¬ 
time meetings. Text Only 
4550194 | 

JULIE really fun loving slim 
pretty female 38 looking for nice 
guy to go out with, get to know 
and hopefully enjoy a 
relationship with. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 411517 0 
MELANIE, 38, slim, blonde and 
bored. Call if you want no 
strings fun. Text Only 4550198 

i 

GWENDOLINE honest, 

trustworthy, seeks caring gent 
who enjoys cinema, theatre, 
holidays and nights out for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 412293 
JENNI, 52 bored housewife 
wants no strings fun with 
younger chap. Text Only 
4550197| 

DIANE voluptuous curvy and all 
woman, loves dancing, walking, 
cosy nights in, WLTM nice man 
for friendship, hopefully leading 
to something more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 412321 | 
SARA bored blonde looking for 
single gents for fun, chats and 
meets, looking forward to 
hearing from you, don't be shy. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412055 | 


EMMA petite young looking 31 yr 
old attractive single brunette, 
loves walking, talking, music, 
seeks honest romantic 30-40yrs. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412037 0 

ANNABELL 29 slim 
sophisticated well travelled 
interesting sensual fit brunette 
with lots to offer seeks older male 
to appreciate and treat me well. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412177 0 

KAREN slim, tall, attractive 36yr 
old normal female who likes 
shopping, socialising, nights 
in/out seeking thoughtful genuine 
male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 412041 0 
KIM 25yrs feminine, pretty, big 
blue eyes, GSOH, varied 
interests, likes romantic beach 
walks, cosy nights in, seeking 
honest loving man for Itr. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

411777 0 

CAROL young 47, caring, loyal, 
likes music, concerts, cinema, 
theatre, seeks male with similar 
interests for fun times. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

411919 0 

PROFESSIONAL black lady, 
likes cooking, music, 
countryside, seeking honest, 
reliable gent, possibly farmer for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 411763 0 
VICKY 37yr professional, mum 
to one, sensual and very 
attractive, looking for a real man, 
tall, fit, sincere and passionate to 
enjoy each other’s company. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411695 0 

LUCY beautiful busty bubbly 
blonde 32yrs, seeking naughty 
boy to enjoy the fun side of life 
with, age, status and looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No:411691 0 
LINDA single and living alone, 
attractive, young looking, bubbly, 
WLTM similar young at heart 
companion to be close with, 
enjoy chats and romantic dates. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4101190 

WIDOW 68, 5ft 5ins, medium 
build, attractive, likes walks, 
reading, holidays, seeks sincere, 
N/S male. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 411745 


Men seeking women 


KEVIN 53, looking for a 
friend/partner and a lover. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412869 0 

JAMES, hard working single 
dad, late 30's seeks single mum 
for family days out. Text Only 
4550196 0 

NORTH Shropshire male, 67, 
N/S, solvent, GSOH, likes walks, 
travel, music, holidays, 
countryside, seeks N/S lady for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 412867 0 
JOHN, 42yrs professional gen¬ 
uine gent seeks caring lady to 
treat as a princess. Text Only 
4550195 0 

MAURICE gentleman, 59, 
gentle, kind, caring, loving, 
generous, seeks lady with 
GSOH and similar personality, 
slim-medium build. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 412859 0 
MALE seeking female 
companion for outings, 
friendship and holidays. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 412705 
STEPHEN 58, good looking, 
likes art, travel, seeking female, 
50 plus for companionship. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412633 0 

MALCOLM 61, smoker, great 
personality, likes coach holidays, 
drives, pubs, meals out, nights 
out, 60's music, seeks female. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412523 0 

TALL attractive Shrewsbury 
male, 54, seeks attractive female 
for fun and excitement in the 
daytime. Discretion assured. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411823 0 




YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 

REAL people REAL ads 


How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 

0844 887 2293 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 

Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

call cost £1.53 per min 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 

Reply to members from your 
mobile call 68118 

calls cost £1.50 per minute plus network charges 

Or text., REPLY26 (leave a space) then enter 
the six-digit box number given on their advert 
(leave a space) and then enter your message & 
send to 80098 , eg: 

REPLY261 23456 hi get in touch... 
then send to 80098 

Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per 
message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for 
your safety and security. 

Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

PLUS you can also listen to other 

members greetings on this number. 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


TONY 52, dark hair, white male, 
6ft, confident, GSOH, seeks 
black female. Genuine ad. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412481 

TALL 42yr old sincere male, 
caring, honest, loving, seeking 
female, 30-40 for fun, friendship 
and good times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 412483 0 
COUNTRY loving businessman, 
honest, medium build, N/S, 
OHAC, seeks professional, 
genuine, caring, honest, N/S 
female for loving relationship, 45- 
55. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:412445 

ALAN tall widower, 76, looking 
for female of similar age who 
enjoys meals out, holidays, 
walks and holidays. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 412261 
ROY mid 60's, N/S, car driver, 
young outlook, seeks lady for 
friendship. West Bromwich area. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412083 

MALE 74, fit, N/S, OHAC, seeks 
slim lady of similar age for days 
out, holidays and walks. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 411673 


TALL slim gent, 60, seeks slim, 
attractive lady for no strings 
relationship. Discretion assured. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412227 0 

IAN 65, romantic, likes to 
wine/dine, days out, seeking 
younger female for relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412087 0 

MARK fun loving, easy going, 
fair hair blue eyes, athletic, 
tanned, looking for good times. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411989 0 

FIT bubbly male, athletic, blue 
eyes, short fair hair, easy going, 
loving, GSOH, seeking female 
for no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 411901 
PHIL genuine male, 57, OHAC, 
looking for female, any race, 
status and age for no strings 
discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 411461 0 
DEE 49, divorced, handsome, fit, 
slim, seeks lady, any age for 
lasting, meaningful relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411415 0 


LUKE’S LOCAL AE RJALS 
Bp 0121 445 1382 

^^^Xuke’s Mobile: 07864 590543***^ 

NEW DIGITAL AERIAL + MAST + CABLE £69 
DIGITAL AERIAL + CABLE to any room £59 
NEW CABLE £39 REMOVE AERIAL £29 
REPAIRS £39 TUNING £25 
^SATELLITE DISH Fitted £69 DISH REPAIRS £39i 
DIGITAL AERIAL To 2 Rooms JUST £80 
^ 3 Rooms JUST £100 4 Rooms JUST £120 ^ 


Blinds & Curtains 


Quality IS affordable BLIND SALE 



WHY USE US? 

3 Vertical Blinds for £89 Fitted 
3 Roller Blinds for £129 Fitted 
20% off all Romans 
50% off on Wood Venetians 


WE OFFER 

° Free Measurement 
° Free Quotes 
° Free Riling 
0 Fast Local Service with 
appointments to suit you 


BOOK YOUR FREE QUOTE 
0800 9078631 
0121 285 5155 
Text 07707435964 


Qhhn Bunds 

VIEW OUR FULL RANGE AT www.queenblinds.co.uk 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Roman -Curtains 
-Vertical -Awnings 
-Roller -Shutters 
-10% off thermally efficient Shut¬ 
ters and outdoor awnings I 
- 40% off Conservatory roof blinds! 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384886162/01902500204 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


Cleaning Services 



V Klassy Kleeners 


Don't fuss, leave the 
cleaning to us! 
Web - klassykleeners.co.uk 
Email - klassykleeners@mail.com 

0121 565 4411 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained, Insured 
C.R.B. Registered Staff 

Friendly Service 

For Free Quotes 

Tel: 0121 270 1998 
07816817744 



Our Specialist I 
offers you a widi 
of local businesses 
and tradesman to deal 
with your needs and 
requirements. 


Decorating 



* Interior and exterior 
painting and decorating 

* Special rates for OAPs 

* 25 years experience 

* Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 
07507 070786 


Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


PAINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured (tj 

0.A.P Discounts 



HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
s Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with ins advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 


Driveways 


Red and Black Tarmac Drives 
Full Range of Block Paving 
Drainage Systems. Lawns and Fencing 
Garden Walls and Patios 



visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will 
be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text 
alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. 
REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 messages for each message you send, 
Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be 
exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If 
arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page 
come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By tex¬ 
ting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. DATA PROTECTION: Service pro¬ 
vided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events 
operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 24/11/14 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

D0NT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT . 1 ' 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 



5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 























































































































Double Glazing 



Misled Sealed Units? 
Contact us for a tree quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 0£ 

Email: quotations© BB&W 

blackcountryglazing.com 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 qg3B^ Hft 


Electricians 



J S Quality Electrical Services Ltd are offering a 


Winter Deal not to be missed on all new fuseboard upgrades, we 
only supply and fit the latest and safest fuseboards along with a 
Part P Electrical Installation Certificate. Also included with the 
fuseboard change is a full MOT of your entire house wiring. 


jjffflWlk Call us today on 

01215316884 or 07753 393562 

for more information 

f— www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen B62 8PU / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, driveway 
or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs- 
7 days a week • Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated • 
Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 
stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

OFFICE: 0844 561 7244 
07967 650567 (24 hour call outs) 



Cw< 


Electrical 


Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

Over 16 Years Experience 


+=r -fcss 01384 278471 


Electricians 


Mod-Cert 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 


• Complete rewires • Fuseboard upgrades 


Part P ^ 
Approved 
Installer j 


• Shower installations • Security Alarms 

• Testing/Certs • Domestic/Commercial/Industrial 


Call now for a Free Quote 
Tel: 0121-533 9227 
24 HOUR 07733 344558 


S 

Reg EPP31405 



• Domestic Electrical Installations 

• Sockets • Lights 

• Condition Reports 

• No job too small • Free quotes 

• Reliable and friendly service 

T: 0121 420 3000 M: 07811 19 16 16 



ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 



Ring Tony or Julie on 


0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmm 

local service call: ■ - - 

0121 3690311 
07939 503905 

mbelectric. co. uk 




AM ELECTRICAL! 
SERVICES 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Parf^Rewjres / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades / Shower / Extra Sockets 
PAT TestingnrSofety Reports 
CCTV / Burgular'Alarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 


0121 369 2370 x 
07785 781652- 


rplsnniaaa 

I_ • . vC fc£rt3X • 2231? 


ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 


■ Call Dan on: 

eie 01384 263357 
B yj or 07866 886364 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


Supply & install Repair Service 

All types of doors Remote Control Door: 

• Security Grills Made to Measure 

• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www. dbsh utters, co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378 



■-OTFencing 



All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 


- FREE QUOTES — 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

_ www.lbtffencing.co.uk 



Fencing ft Gates 

All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 

01384 242891 or 07970 300586 


Gardening 

ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 



Gardening 


Leaf Collection 
Grass cutting 
Hedge cutting 
Weeding / pruning 
/fence painting 
Patio jet washing service 
All aspects of gardening 



FREE QUOTATIONS 


^jUtcaii 07908012267 




LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 


Swift Landscapes 


Mini Digger 


Available 


Patios 

• Decking 

Block Paving 

• Turfing 

Slabbing 

Brickwork 

• Garden 

Driveways 

Clearances 

Fencing 

• Drainage 

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 


0121 602 5943 / 
07818 119453 


swift.landscapes@yahoo.co.uk 


Recommendations Available 


SKIP HIRE 

IN HALESOWEN 

Minis - Midis 
The best in the West 

0121 561 5493 
07956 664002 


Motoring Accessories 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor Jodii 


• Motor Body Work Specialists 

• Insurance Approved 


30 Years Experience 



From a minor bump to major repairs 
FREE local pick up and delivery 
FREE estimates and written quotes 


Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


Mot’s 


MOT 



with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 


Green Garage, unit 2a station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, 365 OU 

0121 559 6001 



m 

MOT 



Call us on... 

01902 319590 




E-mail us at... 

lisa.dandy@expressandstar.co.uk 






Post to... 

Lisa Dandy, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 
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f Loco I Specialists 


DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 
JET WASHING SERVICE 



(MIDLANDS) LTD. 

CONTACT ANDY OR GRAHAM NOW 
FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE ■* 

( 01384 ) 869605 
07950 659668 / 07754 676336 

ALL BRICKWORK & GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


www.fine-linepaving.co. uk 


Plumbing & Heating 


Gas Heating Services 

130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 



• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting 

• Plumbing 

• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 

• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

• Fully Trained 
Engineers 

• Family Run 
Business 


0U»*ft**l 




FREE QUOTES 




Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 

www.gassafel .com 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 

All General Plumbing Undertaken 

', •Bathrooms Suites 
• 1 v • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 
1 j •Outside Taps Fitted 

• Leaks Repaired 

• PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


Richard: 07902 557 496 


C£?r=^\ Oj/J/l HEATINGS 
(3 fit/ PLUMBING 

• REPAIRS • INSTALLATION * SERVICE 
• LANDLORD SAFETY CERTIFICATES 
• NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

SO°/d elderly discount 

CALL SHAUN 

□7850 051 346 A I 

edmheatingandplumbing@hotmail .co.uk -^stSI Ih 






HOUSEHOLD 

l_ U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

- All installations and repairs ^est n 
S upply and fit or fit only 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449-0121-601 6767 A 
Vi—www.household-plumbing.co.uk 



Plumbing & Heating 


J L GAS & PLUMBING SERVICES 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 1 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems I 
Bathrooms, Showers and all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


Kni g ht Gas 

Heating & Plumbing 


Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 a 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, Worcester 
Bosch, Baxi & VaiUant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water FI eaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 




Antic 


r, Repairs and 


No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

® Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
yr 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pm^ 


CA. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on plastering, 
boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming and artex covering 



07538718264 


Plastering 


Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 


0121 559 4818 
07930 525677 


oh plasterers 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 


Property Maintenance 


OUT SERVICES 

ALL ASPECTS OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
•BRICKWORK -BLOCK PAVING CLEANING 
•GUTTERING 'FELT ROOFING ‘POINTING UP 
•EXTERIOR PAINTING DECORATING 
•ELECTRICAL WORK -LANDSCAPING 
•NO JOB TOO SMALL 

HbsneSaajfp 

©020 OSB 8036 0^3B8Q%E)> 


REPAIR, INSTALL & MAINTAIN 


GAS & HEATING APPLIANCES 


BATHROOMS 
•KITCHEN 

• UTILITY ROOMS ALSO UNDERTAKEN 
ESTABLISHED FAMIL Y RUN BUSINESS 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 



KS 
f SERVICES 

( All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

^0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


•Fascias * Sof its • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 



★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And 
Specialist Machine Rendering 

★ Rendering ★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

★ Flooring And Tiling ★ Plus Much More.... 
CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


R HICKMAN ROOFING LTD 


28 years experience 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
AND MAINTENANCE 

FREE Quotes 

• General work undertaken 

• All areas covered 

• Fascias, Soffits & Gutters 


Call: 07970 818147 


Roofing 



SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 423 4602 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


Specialists 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 


Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 

Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 SOS 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 




Window Specialists 



WINDOWS & DOORS 


DOOR 

BARRELL 
CHANGES 


PACKAGES 

NOW 

AVAILABLE 


Victorian 
& Edwardian 
I Conservatories 

\ AY7A TV 4DI E 


AVAILABLE 

CALL NOW 


Put your Trust in Steve...Looking after Clients for 15 years 


www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 

07710 434223 
01902 827879 
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Visting 
Yeltz in 
Trafford 
shutout 

Trafford 0 Halesowen 2 

A professional perfor¬ 
mance gave Halesowen 
all three points in Man¬ 
chester. 

The opening chance 
came from Halesowen, 
as Danny Bragoli picked 
up the ball from the edge 
of the area, and smashed 
the ball towards goal, but 
Dan Wilczynski made a 
brilliant save to deny him. 

Trafford had their 
chances as well in the first 
half, as captain forced 
Matt Sargeant into mak¬ 
ing a good save, and Mile 
Oates created a chance for 
himself but he could only 
blast the ball over the bar. 

The Yeltz took the lead 
on 65 minutes, as Iyseden 
Christie slotted the ball 
through the Trafford de¬ 
fence to Kristian Green, 
who scored. 

Halesowen doubled 
their lead in the final 
moments of the game, as 
Robert Thompson Brown 
made and individual run 
and ended it with com¬ 
fortably placing the ball 
into the net. The Yeltz 
move up the table once 
again, as their progress 
moves them up to 15th. 

Halesowen: Sargeant, 
Green, Griffiths, Forde, 
Hull, Tilt, Kettle (Tonks), 
Bragoli (Mackenzie), 
Christie, Haseley (Thomp¬ 
son-Brown), Turner. 

Unused Subs: Robin¬ 
son, Lait. 

Certainly 
not Nirvana 
for Gornal 

Thurnby Nirvana 4 
Gornal 1 

GORNAL’S hopes of a 
good FA Vase run van¬ 
ished as they lost 4-1 to in¬ 
form United Counties side 
Thurnby Nirvana. 

Despite a promising start, 
Athletic found themselves 
a goal down on eight min¬ 
utes when Eddy Samba beat 
keeper Rich Kennedy at the 
second attempt. 

Gornal’s Tim Piggott 
spurned a great chance to 
equalise before Thurnby 
doubled their lead on 31 
minutes through Ashley 
Day. 

The hosts made the game 
safe on 65 minutes through 
Reece Moore . Matt Mel¬ 
bourne then celebrated 
Thurnby’s fourth before 
Geoff Hill’s consolation. 


Draw stems run of losses for Men's Firsts 


Stone 2 OHHC 1sts2 

OLD Halesonians Hockey Club Men’s 1st 
XI losing streak came to an end, albeit with 
a draw, as they gained a well-earned point 
away to Stone Hockey Club. 

Hales, who had suffered in previous 
weeks, came out fighting in this match and 
were much improved as they looked calm 
and collected when they were on the ball. 

The visitors dominated the early periods 
of the game, with several chances falling to 
the strikers who were unable to convert to 
get their side on the score sheet. 

Hales were not rattled however, and 
stuck to their game plan which soon paid 


Hockey 


off when Tom Bulteel struck home to make 
it 1-0. 

Stone did reply by throwing players for¬ 
ward, and through this were able to draw 
the scores level before the half time break. 

In the second half, Hales continued with 
their strategy using their counter attacking 
and progressive play. 

Chances were far and few between in the 
second half, but a string of penalty corners 
which were cleared by the Stone defence, 


were soon to be their shortfall. Tom Bulteel 
converted to score his second goal of the 
game, and to give Hales the lead once more. 

Old Hales continued to try and extend 
their lead, but found it difficult to do so. 

What would have been an excellent per¬ 
formance from Hales was tainted when 
Stone equalised for the second time, with 
just minutes of the game left to play. 

Hales were pleased with their improved 
performance which stemmed the tide of 
losses they had faced, and coach Simon 
Palmer was unable to find any negative 
points in the post-game team talk. 

This week, Hales face top of the league 


side, Stourport starting 1.30pm at Ormis- 
ton Forge Academy. 

Other Results: OHHC Ladies lsts 2 
Stourport 3. The goalscorers were Annie 
Smith and Dawn Lewis. 

OHHC 2nds 3 Stourport 3. The goalscor¬ 
ers in this match were Adam Hill, Matt 
Cole and Mark Rigby. 

Bloxwich 2 OHHC 3rds 0 
OHHC 4ths 1 Stourport 7 
Hampton 7 OHHC 5ths 1. The lone 
goalscorer this time was Fady Jadayel. 

Wednesbury 0 OHHC Badgers3. Goals 
came from Josh Wells, Eve Willetts and Joe 
Shackleton. 


Old Hales push for 
a spot in top three 


Burton 15 Old Halesonians 32 

HALES went to bottom side Burton hoping 
for a win to push for a place in the top three. 

Burton had other ideas from the kick off and 
the muddy conditions were not conducive to open 
running rugby. After 14 minutes Hales infringed 
in kicking range and the home side took the lead 


3-0. Hales could not find i 
phase play together. 

It took 30 minutes for 
Hales to take control, Chris 
Hooper supporting brothers 
Carl and Andy Robinson in 
the centre for a break and 
try which he converted 3-7. 

Hales started to put some 
plays together with back 
row Tom Jordan. Nigel Bur¬ 
rows and Jay Martin leading 
the way. 

Scrum Half Nathan 
Jones and Matt Williams 
outside provided good ball 
but Burton were able to con¬ 
tain the attacks. 

On 23 minutes the visit¬ 
ing pack took possession. 
Jones fed to C.Robinson 
who passed to Hooper who 
again found a gap to give 
to wing Luke Smith a great 
try, Hooper converted. 

The rest of the half saw 
chances go begging but still 
phases were not carried out 
as practised by the visitors. 

The second half saw a bit 
more effort by Hales to take 
control in attack with Tom 
Dempsey, Martin and Jor¬ 
dan making the hard yards. 
Pressure forced Burton to 
infringe, penalty converted 
by Hooper 3-17. 

From the kick off Hales 
again drove forward with 
the Robinsons and replace¬ 
ment wing Paddy Luftkin 
penetrating in the backs. 
On 54 minutes the ball was 


leir rhythm and put little 

Rugby 


moved from the breakdown 
to Williams to Jordan who 
sprinted through a gap in 
the opposition backs to 
score a well-worked try. 

Hales continued with the 
pressure and after 70mins 
forwards and backs com¬ 
bined well, Nathan Jones 
took the initiative and 
sprinted through a gap to 
score. 

Burton came back and 
despite heroic defending 
by the visitors they scored 
a well-deserved converted 
try. Six minutes later Hales 
again gained possession. 

Hooper, standing in 
at scrum half for injured 
Jones, fed the backs, debu¬ 
tant wing Paddy Luftkin 
who gathered the ball. He 
took on the opposition, kept 
his feet and evaded tacklers 
to score. 

Although the visitors 
were strong they still were 
not in a commanding posi¬ 
tion. On the 80th minute 
Burton again came back 
and with a lapse in defence 
Hales allowed a last try by 
the home side for the final 
score. 

This Saturday Old Hale¬ 
sonians play Newport at 
home kick off 2.15pm. 


Whiley is setting her sights on NEC Masters 



Tennis champion Jordane Whiley came runner up in the Nottingham Indoor tournament over the weekend 


HALESOWEN’S Jordanne Whiley 
completed her preparations for the 
coming week’s NEC Wheelchair Ten¬ 
nis Masters by finishing runner-up 
in the women’s singles on Sunday at 
the Nottingham Indoor, just 24 hours 
after lifting the women’s doubles ti¬ 
tle with fellow Brit Lucy Shuker. 

World No.6 Whiley, the 2010 
Nottingham Indoor champion, was 
beaten 6-0, 6-4 by Dutch world No.2 
Jiske Griffioen in the singles final, 


but is buoyed by her second set 
comeback heading into the year-end 
singles championship for the world’s 
leading players, which begins on 
Wednesday in Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park, London. 

“I did well in the second set and 
brought it back a little bit, but I 
couldn’t find my rhythm,” said 
Whiley, who will go to the Mas¬ 
ters bidding to progress beyond the 
round-robin phase of the competi¬ 


tion for the second successive year. 
She became the first Brit to reach 
the women’s singles semi-finals at 
the prestigious event in 2013. 

“It wasn’t my day and Jiske was on 
fire. But I know I can beat her, I’ve 
beaten her before and I’m really ex¬ 
cited to be heading back to the venue 
where I won my London 2012 dou¬ 
bles bronze medal for the Masters at 
the end of what’s been a memorable 
season.” 


First goal 
was lethal 
for Albion, 
says boss 

BAGGIES boss Alan Ir¬ 
vine believes Chelsea’s 
controversial opening 
goal spoiled his team’s 
chances of pulling off a 
shock defeat at Stamford 
Bridge. 

Irvine’s men went down 
2-0 to the Premier League 
leaders and had Claudio 
Yacob sent off but Irvine 
was upset by the award 
of Chelsea’s opener, with 
replays suggesting scorer 
Diego Costa was fraction¬ 
ally offside when Oscar 
delivered the cross. 

“We could have been 
a little bit more on the 
front foot from the front 
but the game was really 
just settling down, I felt,” 
said Irvine, who defended 
the performance of his 
players. 

“Then obviously we 
lost the first goal and that 
rocked us. That made a 
difficult task even more 
difficult.” 

“What we have to do 
is look at that game and 
take the positives out of it. 

“There aren’t lots and 
lots of positives, obvi¬ 
ously, but we can cer¬ 
tainly be pleased that we 
played for so long with 10 
men and didn’t cave in. So 
mentally there are a lot of 
positives. 

“Ben Foster was ter¬ 
rific. 

“It’s the most he’s had 
to do this season by a long 
way,” said Irvine. 

Clarke aims 
to end year 
with a bang 

LENNOX Clarke is hop¬ 
ing to finish the year with 
a bang when he takes on 
Jamie Ambler at Walsall 
Town Hall. 

The undefeated super 
middleweight has enjoyed a 
prosperous 2014. 

The Halesowen boxer 
has recorded three victories 
in 2014 so far, taking his 
ledger to 5-0 including back- 
to-back first round knock¬ 
outs in his last two outings 
in the ring. 

Next weekend, the 23 
year-old takes on durable 
Welshman, Ambler, on 
Black Country Boxing’s 
‘Bad Blood In The Black 
Country’ show. 

Tickets are £30 and £50 
Ringside and available from 
Walsall Town Hall Box Of¬ 
fice on 0845 111 2900. 
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Top spot 


Hales go for a Burton 
and come out on top 


Just missed 

Jordanne Whiley sets 
sights on Masters 
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Stour are 
brought 
down by 
Barwell 

Stourbridge 0 Barwell 2 

STOURBRIDGE went 
down 2-0 at home to Bar- 
well in the Evo-Stik Pre¬ 
mier clash. 

After the highs of beating 
FC United in front of more 
than 1,000 on Saturday, the 
come down came against 
a side they would have ex¬ 
pected to beat. 

The visitors took the lead 
on 23 minutes when An¬ 
thony Carney followed up 
a ball from midfield which 
Stourbridge’s defence failed 
to deal with and held off a 
challenge to put the ball 
home, though Dean Cole¬ 
man got a hand to the ball. 

After the break Stour¬ 
bridge showed more urgency 
and Kristian Ramsey-Dick- 
son put the ball over on 46 
minutes when it was easier 
to score. 

Then on 57 minutes, Kyle 
Hayne’s low cross was only 
parried by goalkeeper Liam 
Castle and Kayelden Brown 
was on the spot but put his 
shot over as well. 

Barwell made it two on 
61 minutes when Alex Tom- 
kinson produced a brilliant 
thundering volley which 
came off the bottom of the 
bar and Nigel Julian eventu¬ 
ally collected it and put his 
shot past Coleman. 

Stourbridge fought back, 
Ramsey-Dickson putting 
a shot just wide but they 
looked a shadow of the team 
who played on Saturday. 

Letford goal 
is a winner 

Dudley Sports 2 
W-ton Casuals 1 

TWO second-half goals in 
the space of five minutes 
earned Dudley Sports vic¬ 
tory over Wolverhampton 
Casuals. 

In a scrappy West Mid¬ 
lands Premier game, Casu¬ 
als went ahead in the 23rd 
minute when Daniel West- 
wood headed down an An¬ 
gelo Franco cross for Scott 
Embrey to score from eight 
yards. 

Just before the goal Lewis 
Cooper made a great run 
in to the Sports area only 
to see his shot well saved 
by Sports keeper Dominic 
Richards. 

Sports equalised in the 
79th minute when Oliver 
Staten volleyed a Luke Wil¬ 
liams corner past Casuals 
goalkeeper Steve Booth. 

And the hosts’ second goal 
came from Jonathan Let- 
ford when his effort went 
under Booth’s body. 


Villa get the edge over 10-man Wolves 


Wolves U-21 s 0 Aston Villa U-21 s 1 

A SPIRITED second-half comeback from 
10-man Wolves wasn’t enough as Villa 
edged a fiercely-fought Premier League Un- 
der-21s Cup clash at AFC Telford. 

Villa controlled the first half and were 
good value for Michael Drennan’s 38th-min- 
ute strike - even before the sending off of 
Wolves winger Eusebio Bancessi. 

The Portuguese wideman saw red for 
inexplicably attempting to headbutt Villa 
left-back Lewis Kinsella at a throw-in in the 
20th minute. Kinsella carved out two excel¬ 
lent early chances for the visitors. His cross 


Football 


was volleyed wide by Leandro Bacuna at the 
far post, then Drennan fired wide with only 
keeper Tomasz Kuszczak to beat. 

Villa remained in control and Jerrel 
Sellars saw a rising volley well held by 
Kuszczak before Bacuna advanced to side- 
foot wide from 20 yards. 

The impressive Dominic Iorfa and the re¬ 
called Kortney Hause did well to keep Villa 
at bay until the visitors took a deserved 
lead. 


Left-winger Jack Grealish, who ran the 
show in the first half, released Drennan, 
who managed to squeeze a low, acute-an¬ 
gled shot past Iorfa and Kuszczak and into 
the far corner. 

But it was a different story after the 
break as Wolves, driven on by a determined 
display by Liam McAlinden, went all out to 
prove the old adage that it’s harder to play 
against 10 men than 11. 

Wolves, who brought on Connor Hunte 
for Keita at half-time, went desperately 
close on 52 when McAlinden’s shot smacked 
the base of the post from Declan Weeks’s 


cross. McAlinden then sent Hunte through 
for another drive that went wide. 

Drennan was denied a second when 
Kuszczak saved after Grealish put him 
through. 

Wolves: Kuszczak; Matinyadze (Swan 
69), Iorfa, Hause, O’Hanlon; Weeks, Tor- 
ras, Reid; Bancessi, Keita (Hunte HT), 
McAlinden. Subs not used: Carter, Erdei, 
Dutton (gk). 

Villa: Watkins; Leggett, Herd, Toner, 
Kinsella; Cowans, Calder, Sellars (Abdo 68); 
Bacuna, Drennan, Grealish. Subs not used: 
Wildin, Crooks, Webb, Bannister (gk). 


YELTZ FOUR-CED 
OUT OF THE CUP 


Halesowen Town 1 Hednesford Town 4 

HALESOWEN were taken out of the 
Birmingham Senior Cup with a com¬ 
prehensive beating. 

The Pitmen also ended Halesowen’s long un¬ 
beaten home record.They were soon ahead in 
the third minute when Paul Sullivan played an 
exchange of passes. 


He then curled a 15-yard 
shot past home goalkeeper 
Matt Sargeant in the soak¬ 
ing wet conditions. 

But the Yeltz equalised 
in the 17th minute when 
Robert Thompson-Brown 
found space in the Hednes¬ 
ford area and his low shot 
could only be helped into 
the net by central defender 
Ben Bailey. 

Halesowen increased the 
pressure late in the first half 
when Thompson-Brown’s 
shot was cleared off the 
line and Elliott Turner’s 
deflected free-kick trickled 
just wide. 

Blistering 

A minute before the in¬ 
terval Neil MacKenzie’s 
blistering drive was beaten 
away by goalkeeper Dan 
Crane from a free-kick on 
the edge of the Hednesford 
penalty area. 

At the start of the second 
half Richie Batchelor’s ef¬ 
fort was gathered by home 
goalkeeper Sargeant before 
the visitors added three 
more goals. 

Jamey Osborne skipped 
through the home defence 
to fire the Pitmen back into 
the lead after 61 minutes. 

Substitute Steve Diggin 
made the tie safe for Hed¬ 
nesford by heading home 
a 71st minute corner from 
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close range and defender 
Bailey put the Pitmen out of 
sight with an almost identi¬ 
cal headed fourth goal from 
another right-wing corner 
with four minutes left. 

Hednesford 2 Tamworth 3 

A stoppage-time goal 
condemned Hednesford to 
defeat in the Staffordshire 
derby in the Vanarama 
North. 

Former Tamworth de¬ 
fender Francino Francis 
headed in an 18th minute 
corner to give the home side 
a deserved leadReece Styche 
then calmly slotted home a 
penalty. . 

A few minutes later Tam¬ 
worth took the lead through 
Hibbert when Ben Bailey 
hesitated for a moment after 
a quick throw on the right 
wing and the striker fin¬ 
ished well past Crane. 

Jamey Osborne finally 
found some space 30 yards 
out and played a wonder¬ 
fully judged ball to release 
Glover down the left chan¬ 
nel and he squared for Alex 
Melbourne to fire into the 
net to equalise. 

Unfortunately for the 
Keys Park faithful Tam¬ 
worth skipper Dan Preston 
guided in the coffin nail. 



Hednesford’s Jamey Osborne scores one of the goals which put Yeltz out of the cup 


Tividale 
keep up 
the wins 

Rainworth 1 Tividale 2 

TIVIDALE continued their 
impressive away record 
with their fourth win on the 
road in a last-gasp success 
over Rainworth. 

The first half was 
summed up with the fact 
neither keeper had a shot 
to save as both teams failed 
to create anything. The 
only incident of note was 
Rainworth skipper Emeka 
Nwadike having to go off 
with a cut under his eye . 

Rainworth had the first 
effort on goal at the start 
of the second period when 
Charlie Price had to touch 
over a dipping free-kick 
from Theo Brown on 47 
minutes. 

That was the end of the 
action until the introduc¬ 
tion of new Tividale signing 
Roland Agbor on the hour. 

On 83 minutes he bril¬ 
liantly back-heeled home 
a Danny Ashton cross to 
break the deadlock. 

And in the second minute 
of injury time Agbor’s right- 
wing cross was headed home 
at the back post by Leigh 
Downing. 

Rainworth did get on 
the score sheet in the fifth 
minute of injury time when 
Brown made no mistake giv¬ 
ing Price no chance. 

Freddie is back 
as Wolves rider 

SPEEDWAY ace Freddie 
Lindgren set his sights on 
the play-offs after sealing a 
return to Wolves. 

The popular 29-year-old 
Swede’s return to Monmore, 
following a year away, was 
confirmed on Monday at the 
club’s winter talk-in with 
fans. Lindgren first raced 
for Wolves in 2003 as a 
17-year-old. 
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